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In his book, S ilico n  snake o il: second thoughts on the in ­
form ation superh ighw ay , C liffo rd  Sto ll w ro te :

'A nd  if  there's one thing librarians know  how  to do, 
it's  ca ta lo g  th ings... h o w  com e th ey 're  not co n ­
su lted  right in the beg inn ing  o f the design ing  o f 
m ost databases? '

W h y  indeed ? W h e n  yo u  th ink  abou t it, cata loguers are 
am ongst the w o r ld 's  fo rem ost experts in the o rgan isation  
o f in fo rm ation . L ib rarians h ave  been w o rk ing  for centuries 
on  m ak ing  the un ive rse  o f in fo rm ation  m ore access ib le  to 
users. The o b jectives  of ca ta logu ing  have  not changed , but 
a d va n ces  in te ch n o lo g y  h ave  a ltered  d ra m a tic a lly  the en ­
v iro n m en t in w h ic h  ca ta lo g u ers  operate .

T h e  13th N a tio n a l C a ta lo g u in g  co n fe ren ce  w ill in ves ­
tigate  the ch an g in g  e n v iro n m e n t and  h o w  w e  shou ld  re ­
spond  to it. T h e  k eyn o te  sp eaker, Tom  D e ls e y , d ire c to r 
g en e ra l o f C o rp o ra te  P o l ic y  and  C o m m u n ic a t io n  at the 
N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  o f C a n a d a , has b een  stu dy in g  this issue 
for som e tim e; his recen t w o rk  on m o d e llin g  the Anglo- 
A m e r ic a n  C a ta lo g u in g  R u le s  is an expression  o f his in te l­
lectua l en d eavo u r. H is  k eyn o te  address w ill  dea l w ith  the 
im p act o f te ch n o lo g ic a l ch a n g e  on the ob jects  w e  c a ta ­
lo g u e  and  the  system s w e  use to m an ag e  b ib lio g ra p h ic  
data .

C liffo rd  S to ll 's  p le a  for m ore  o rg an isa tio n  of the data 
a v a ila b le  on the internet is not n ew . Both  ca ta loguers and  
m e tad ata  spec ia lis ts  h ave  been  ex p lo r in g  w a y s  o f red u c ­
ing the  c o m p le x ity  and  c h a o s  that ex ists there. R en a to  
lan e lla , from  the D is tr ib u ted  System s T e ch n o lo g y  C en tre  
in B r isb a n e , w i l l  p resen t a p a p e r at the  c o n fe re n c e  on 
D u b lin  C o re  d ev e lo p m en ts  in A ustra lia . W e  hope that his 
a tten d ance  w ill he lp  to p rom ote the synergy that is needed  
b etw een  lib rarians and  system s specialists to ap proach  this 
p ro b lem .

Severa l sub-them es w ill  be exp lored  during  the con fe r­
en ce . The ca ll for papers inv ites authors to address a range 
o f top ics , in c lu d in g  k n o w le d g e  m an ag em en t in business 
and  n e w  o rg an isa t io n a l structures in te ch n ica l se rv ices.

A  trade d is p la y  w i l l  b e  he ld  in c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  the 
c o n fe re n ce  —  a first for a c a ta lo g u in g  c o n fe ren ce .

E a ch  c a ta lo g u in g  c o n fe re n c e  has it o w n  u n iq u e  f la ­
vo u r , re fle c t in g  the  issues o f the tim e  an d  the p la c e  in 
w h ic h  the c o n fe re n ce  is h e ld . T h e  o rg an is in g  co m m itte e  
o f the  c o n fe r e n c e  in B r is b a n e  ho pes that this w i l l  be a 
ch a lle n g in g  c o n fe re n ce , ex a m in in g  the v e ry  fo u n d a tio n s  
o f c a ta lo g u in g  and  its a p p lic a t io n  in the  m o d ern  w o r ld . 
B r isb an e  as a c ity  has seen  en o rm o u s  ch a n g e  in the last
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fe w  years . In a r e la t iv e ly  short t im e  it has g ro w n  from  a 
large co u n try  to w n  to a so p h is tica ted  and  l iv e ly  c itv . It is 
approp ria te  that the  1999 co n fe ren ce  shou ld  be he ld  here, 
w h e re  c h a n g e  is seen  as in e v ita b le  and  d e s ira b le . W e  
hope  that it w i l l  be a c a ta ly s t for the  d e v e lo p m e n t o f n ew  
ideas and strategies for the future o f ca ta lo g u ing  in the 21 st 
cen tu ry .

Ann Huthwaite, conference convenor
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The publication of the 15th edition of 
Periodicals in Print: A ustralia, N ew  
Z ealand ant 1 the S o u th  Pa cific\\as been 
delayed un til late 1999-

However, a few copies ol the 14tl i edition ol 
Periodicals in Print, the m ost up-to-date 
serials resource for the region, are still 
available.
O riginally priced at $ 1 1 0 .0 0 , you can now 
order your own co p y  for only $ 5 5 .0 0  for as 
long as stocks last {includ ingpos 
handling).
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