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made in strict confidence.
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projections
reflections
10th ALIA National

Library Technicians Conference
8-10 September 1999

Examining the future 
for library technicians
10th ALIA National Library Technicians conference, 8-10 September 1999, 
Fremantle, Western Australia

Fremantle, W estern  Australia is the 
location for the first library techn i­
c ian  con ference  to be hosted by 

the Library Techn ic ian  Section W estern  
A ustra lian  G roup . The Esp lanade H o ­
tel, the venu e  for 10th A L IA  N a tio n a l 
L ib ra ry  T e ch n ic ian s  C o n fe ren ce , w ill  
h ave  an influx of lib ra ry  te ch n ic ian s  
and  o ther lib ra ry  personnel from  
around  A ustra lia  and the A sia  P a c if ic  
region during Septem ber 1999.

The response to our 'expression o f 
interest / ca ll for papers' b rochure has 
been very  encouraging. The conference 
com m ittee  is expecting m ore than 300 
delegates to take part in the three-day 
con ference . To date w e  have rece ived  
abstracts for papers from most states in 
Australia, the U n ited  States o f A m erica , 
and N epa l.

Projections/refiections, the them e 
for this con ference , w ill en ab le  speak­
ers to p ro v id e  papers on  the future of 
the lib rary and inform ation profession 
and its im pact for lib ra ry  techn ic ians , 
as w e ll as the opportun ity  to reflect on 
the past ach ievem ents of lib rary techn i­
c ian s . O u r  keyno te  speakers w ill  
present in ternational, nationa l and lo ­
cal perspectives on top ics of interest to 
para-professionals in the lib rary and in­
form ation sector.

C a rl G ran t, p res iden t o f Ex L ib ris 
U SA , w ill d e liver a paper projecting the 
future for the lib ra ry  and  in fo rm ation  
sector and  the im p lica tions  for lib rary 
techn ic ians. C a rl's  background  as a li­
b rarian  w ith  vast ex p e r ie n ce  in m an ­
agem ent and lib ra ry  au to m atio n  sys­
tems w ill  p ro v id e  up-to-date 
projections.

D e b b ie  C a m p b e ll,  M e ta d a ta  c o ­
o rd in a to r for the  N a t io n a l L ib ra ry  o f 
A u s tra lia , w i l l  d e l iv e r  a p a p e r  on  
D u b lin  C o re  M e ta d a ta  a n d  th e  A u s ­
tra lian  M e t a W e b  p ro je c t .  T h e s e

p ro je cts  a re  o f in terest to  a ll lib ra ry  
staff so w ill  im p act on the w o rk  o f li­
b rary  te ch n ic ia n s .

D a y  three w ill see Ju d y  C layd en , 
lecturer in library and information stud­
ies at Edith C o w an  U n ivers ity  d e live r a 
paper on the history of lib rary techn i­
cians in Australia . Judy 's  paper w ill be 
based on her research in this area that 
she hopes to publish . H e r paper w ill 
p rovide insight into the background of 
lib ra ry  te ch n ic ian s  in A ustra lia  and 
their ach ievem ents.

T h e  M a y o r  o f F rem an tle  w ill  o ffi­
c ia lly  w e lco m e  delegates to the confer­
ence  and open the trade exh ib ition  at 
the W e lc o m e  to F rem antle  cock ta il 
party. C o n fe ren ce  activ ities  are being 
arranged around the trade exhib ition to 
ensure m axim um  exposure of the exh i­
b ition  to a ll co n fe ren ce  partic ipants. 
L ibrary tours, a popular event from past 
con fe ren ces , are cu rren tly  being  ar­
ranged. These tours p rovide an oppo r­
tunity for libraries in the Frem antle and 
Perth areas to p lay  host to the con fer­
en ce  delegates and show  off their spe­
c ia l co llec tions .

W e  encourage all library and infor­
m ation staff to attend the con ference . 
For those of yo u  w h o  have not been to 
the W est before, or for those w h o  have 
not been for a w h ile  this is the ideal 
o p p o rtu n ity  to co m e  and vis it the 
fr ien d ly  p eo p le  here in W e s te rn  A u s ­
tra lia . T h e  c o n fe ren ce  com m ittee  ex ­
tends a w a rm  w e lco m e  to you all.

For m ore in fo rm ation  abou t the 
con ference con tact the conference sec­
retariat, K eyn o te  C onferences, P O  Box 
1126, W e s t  L e e d e rv il le  6001, phone 
08 9382 3799, fax 08 9380 4006, e- 
m ail k e y n o te @ ca .c o m .a u , or v is it  the 
co n fe ren ce  w e b  page at http:// 
w w w .a lia .o rg .au/sections/ lib t/con fer-  
ences/1999/index.htm l ■
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