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Ed N A  O n lin e  [h ttp ://w w w .edna. 
com .au ] services have been en ­
hanced over the last year.

EdN A  O n line  now  has almost 
9000 prime resources —  those iden­
tified and selected by 'au thorised ' 
educators. Com plem enting  this c o l­
lection are over 255 000 linked sites.

A  recent techn ical enhancem ent 
has been the integration of the search 
and the browse functions so users 
w ill be able to search w ithin predeter­
m ined sets or to browse easily w ithin 
a lim ited range. Future developm ents 
w ill take this function further to c re ­
ate pathw ays for spec ific  groups of

users. Users w ill also find im prove­
ments in noticeboards and, in the 
near future, in the look of static 
pages.

M a jo r deve lopm ent w ork  has 
gone into a harvesting facility . This 
software uses EdN A -com p lian t 
metadata to harvest sites from organi­
sations that enter into service agree­
ments with Education.Au Limited (the 
com pany managing EdN A  O n line  on 
behalf of the network).

A  number of new services are be­
ing offered. O u r w eek ly  What's new  
e-mail alert service now  has 1158 
subscribers. To this has been added

N ew s and view s, a w eek ly  service 
targeted at educational administrators 
and conta in ing  items of education 
news from the media in Australia and 
overseas, com m entary by educators, 
sum m aries of education-re levant 
press releases and inform ation about 
on line reports. A  third regular e-mail 
alert service, N ew  in early childhood, 
goes out m onth ly and targets early 
ch ildhood educators.

Info alerts are docum ents in PD F 
form at w h ich  sum m arise m ajor re­
ports im pacting  on education  and 
training. Additionally, the C h ild  safety 
and the internet pages provide sum­
maries of policies of all schooling sys­
tems in Australia in relation to inter­
net access, a long w ith  governm ent 
legislation, responses to that legisla­
tion and information from other inter­
ested agencies and organisations.

During August EdN A  O n lin e  ran 
special activ ities to mark education 
month in O n line  Australia Year. The 
Ed N A  Cha llenge , a scavenger hunt 
for schools attracted 1500 school 
teams. The last w eek  of August has 
seen EdN A  O n line  running an online 
forum w ith  both synchronous and 
asynchronous components to encour­
age students and teachers to partici­
pate in on line discussion.

Ed N A  Classifieds w ere  launched 
on 19 ju ly  at h ttp ://w w w .edna. 
com .au. This is a partnership venture 
w ith  C om m ercia l D ynam ics. It pro­
vides on line  classifieds for courses, 
education, com m odities and job va ­
cancies. R evenue from EdN A  
Classifieds w ill go towards the devel­
opm ent of EdN A  O n line .

In Sep tem ber Ed N A  launched  a 
w ebsite  to show case student work. 
A nyone interested in submitting stu­
dent's w ork can find inform ation on 
the EdNA  O n line  frontpage. The w eb ­
site w ill be a va ilab le  at http:// 
students.edna.edu.au.

A nother round of d iscussions to 
further deve lop  the Ed N A  m etadata 
standard are underw ay. These are 
critica l g iven the dependence  of 
Ed N A  on metadata for both harvest­
ing and searching as w ell as the inter­
est in all sectors of eduction  and in 
sharing content. EdN A  continues to 
partic ipate  in national and in terna­
tional metadata discussions including 
the IM S  (Instructional M anagem ent 
System) initiative. n

Ramsay and R.eid 
Scholarship winners 
announced
State Library of Victoria awards
T he Margery C Ramsay and Barrett Reid Scholarships were es­

tablished to promote management training in public librar­
ies to benefit local government and the library profession. 

The scholarships were originally awarded to senior public library 
managers to undertake an advanced management course at the 
Australian Centre for Local Government Studies at the University 
of Canberra.

In 1996 the scope and value of the scholarships increased to in­
clude study tours, internships or secondments and management 
education.

The winners of the 199 8 /9 9  Margery C Ramsay and Barrett 
Reid Scholarships were announced at a function at the State Li­
brary of Victoria in August.

Kerri Pleydell, youth services librarian at the Hume Moonee 
Valley Regional Library Corporation was awarded the Ramsay 
Scholarship. The scholarship will enable Kerri to undertake a tour 
of American public libraries to study marketing and promotions 
and attend the American Public Librarians conference. Kerri will 
also m onitor the impact of the American Library Association's 
marketing and promotion of library services during National Li­
brary W eek in the United States.

Anne-M arie O tley, community relations co-ordinator at the 
Yarra-Melbourne Regional Library Corporation was presented with 
the 1998 /99  Barrett Reid Scholarship. Anne-Marie will undertake 
an internship at the City of Melbourne's marketing and communi­
cations division. She will work in the Departments of Media, Cus­
tomer Relations and Marketing and will use the experience in her 
work as community relations co-ordinator at the library and on the 
librariesvictoria marketing committee. ■
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