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Something fishy
Denis Abbott, CSIRO Marine Research Library

T he C om m o nw e a lth  S c ien tific  and 
Industria l Research O rga n isa tio n  
(CSIRO), established in 1926, is a 
n a tio n a l o rg a n isa tio n  w h ic h  con du c ts  

research in a g r ic u ltu re , e n v iro n m e n t 
and n a tu ra l resources, m a n u fa c tu rin g  
te c h n o lo g y , m in e ra ls  and ene rgy, 
b u ild in g  co n s tru c tio n  and in fo rm a tio n  
te ch n o lo g y . CSIRO has a staff o f m ore 
than  7 0 0 0 , in c lu d in g  3 00 0  scien tis ts  
w o rk in g  in la b o ra to rie s  and f ie ld  sta­
tions  a round  A us tra lia .

T he  M a rin e  L ab o ra to ries  L ib ra ry  
serves CSIRO M a rin e  Research, a d iv i­
s ion  fo rm e d  in  Februa ry  1997  by  the  
m erger o f the D iv is ion s  o f Fisheries and 
O ce an og ra ph y . The D iv is io n  o f Fisher­
ies w as o ne  o f the  o ld e s t in CSIRO, 
hav ing  been estab lished  in 1938.

CSIRO  M a rin e  Research has its 
h e a dq ua rte rs  in F lo ba rt (w h e re  there  
are 2 70  staff) and it has reg iona l la b o ­
ra to rie s  in B risbane  and in Perth. 
CSIRO ow ns  the  seventy-m etre  fish e r­
ies research vessel S ou the rn  S u rveyo r 
and ope ra tes  the  o ce a n o g ra p h ic  re­
search vessel F ra n k lin  as a n a tio n a l fa­
c il i ty .  L ike m any m a rin e  science in s ti­
tu tio ns , the M a rin e  Laboratories has an 
a ttra c tiv e  lo c a tio n , on  the  h a rb o u r 
lo o k in g  o u t o ve r the  R iver D erw e n t.

T he  lib ra ry  is w e ll-p ia c e d  in the  
la b o ra to ry  c o m p le x . The lib ra ry  room  
is 3 8 4 m 2 w ith  na tura l lig h tin g  on both 
sides fo r tw e n ty -fo u r metres o v e r lo o k ­
ing  th e  h a rb o u r on  o ne  s ide, and 
Princes Park on the o ther. A lib ra r ia n 's  
o ff ic e , staff w o rk  area, p h o to c o p ie r 
ro o m  and e n tra n ce  area add a n o th e r 
6 0 m 2.

The c o lle c t io n  in c lu d e s  o ve r 
10 000  books; 1000 curren t serial titles; 
4 0 0  v id e o s  (m a in ly  re co rd in g s  o f 
w e e k ly  sem inars); 9 00  n a u tica l charts 
and m aps; and 8 50  m etres o f seria l 
backruns.

The seria ls  c o lle c t io n  has title s  
w h ic h  are u n iq ue , o r lit t le  held , h o ld ­
ings fo r A us tra lia . M a n y  o f these, p lus 
the  fo re ig n  language titles  and m ost o f 
the  re p o rt lite ra tu re , have been a c ­
q u ire d  th ro u g h  e xch an ge . A lth o u g h

CSIRO has ceased the  exchange  o f its 
s c ie n tif ic  jou rn a ls , the  lib ra ry  receives 
most o f the report lite ra ture  th rough  ex­
changes. Access to  the  report lite ra tu re  
is enhanced w ith  a short-entry  database 
using In M a g ic  w h ic h , since 1985, has 
a ccu m u la te d  o ve r 10 0 00  records. The 
lib ra ry  is w ide ly -re ga rd ed  as A ustra lia 's  
fo re m o s t c o lle c t io n  fo r f ish e ries  and 
o ce an og ra ph ic  research.

B e ing  a m e m b e r o f the  CSIRO  l i ­
b ra ry  n e tw o rk  o f fo r ty -o n e  lib ra r ie s  
(c o u n tin g  branches) has som e a d va n ­
tages. The n e tw o rk  has a u n io n  ca ta ­
logue based on the V oyager lib ra ry  sys­
tem . The n e tw ork  satisfies sixty per cent 
o f o u r in te r lib ra ry  loan  requests, and 
jo u rn a ls  are c irc u la te d  fro m  o th e r l i ­
braries.

S ince  1 99 5 , CSIRO  has p ro v id e d  
desktop  access fo r a ll staff to  the  latest 
tw o  years o f C u rre n t C on te n ts  using  
S tru c tu re d  In fo rm a tio n  M a na ge r. In 
1998, CSIRO to o k  o u t a lice n ce  to  the  
last f ive  years o f W eb o f  S c ience  (Sci­
ence C ita tio n  Index on the W eb) and, 
a fte r a tr ia l d u rin g  1998, has taken o u t 
a lic e n ce  fo r w e b  access to  a ll the  
C a m b rid g e  S c ie n tif ic  A bstrac ts  
databases. For CSIRO M arine  Research, 
the  C a m b rid g e  access is v ita l as it in ­
c lu d e s  the  m a in  m a rin e  sc ie nce  
databases: A q u a tic  Sciences and Fish­
eries Abstracts and O ce a n ic  Abstracts. 
To these C S IR O -w id e  services M a rin e  
Research has added  site lice n ce s , fo r 
the  h ea dq ua rte rs  in H o b a rt, to  tw o  
NISC B ib lio lin e  databases: M a rin e , 
O c e a n o g ra p h ic  and F reshw ate r Re­
sources, and Fish and Fisheries W o r ld ­
w id e .

The tw o  branches in Perth and Bris­
bane are served fro m  the  m ain  lib ra ry  
in H ob art, w ith  p a rt-tim e  lib ra ry  assist­
a n t o r secre ta ria l s ta ffing  on site. The 
M a rin e  Laboratories lib ra ry  is staffed by 
a lib ra r ia n , d e p u ty  lib ra r ia n  and a 
shared lib ra ry  o ff ic e r  p o s it io n . The 
ch a lle n g e  w e  see at present is to  per­
fo rm  an a c tive  te a ch in g  ro le  w ith  the 
scientis ts in th e ir use o f desktop  access 
to  databases, e ffe c tive  use o f the  w eb  
and e le c tro n ic  jou rna ls . n
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