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The Cotton Cataloguing System
I d o n 't kn o w  w h a t catalogu ing  system was in use 
at the great library o f A lexand ria  but possibly the  
second-oldest system was that used by the seven­
teenth-century  English book co llecto r Sir Robert 
C otton in his grand W estm inster library. H is sys­
tem  is described in the recently-published book, 
The year WOO, by Robert Lacy and D anny  
D anziger, Little, B row n and C om pany , London, 
1999.
In Sir Robert's library, each bookcase was d eco ­
rated w ith  the bust o f a Rom an em peror —  
Tiberias, Augustus, D io c le tia n , N ero , Vespasian, 
Julius —  and these resonant im perial nam es be­
cam e the basis of the C otton C ataloging System. 
Tiberias D .lll indicated a book that was stacked on 
the shelf m arked 'D ',  th ird vo lu m e along, b e lo w  
the bust o f T iberias.

Perhaps there is a case for adopting C otton's sys­
tem  at our institutes o f learning —  to be true to a 
liberal arts tradition that seems to have disap­
peared. It w o u ld  bridge the gap betw een the tw o  
cultures (CP S now ) and inculcate our students (and  
librarians) w ith  som e ancient history. Busts o f the  
great philosophers, composers, and conquerors  
could  also be used. Just a thought!

Lana Wall, University o f  Tasmania

Your voice
Your le tters  on any issue o f  
relevance  to  th e  lib rary  and  
in fo rm atio n  sector are 
welcom ed.

All letters should be addressed to the 
inCite editor and may be e-mailed to 
in c ite @ a lia .o rg .a u , or faxed to 
02 6282 2249, or posted to: Your voice, 
ALIA, PO Box E441, Kingston ACT 2604. 
Please include your name and postal 
address with your letter or e-mail.

Letters will be accepted for publication 
until the 18th o f the month.
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The single source for electronic serials
Growing num bers of electronic

journals bring with them  new challenges for library managers and end users.
SwetsNet is a m ajor new service, providing a single source for accessing a broad 

range of publishers’ electronic titles.

Sw etsNet provides you with:
* access to the full text o f 1500 journals, abstracts from 2000 journals, 

TOCs from 14000 journals
• search capabilities
* alerting functions 

• SDI
• filing cabinet 

• access by IP recognition
• linking in from OPAC horn abstracting and indexing 

linking out to o ther electronic services and to docum ent delivery services
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