
Winning
writers
workshops
Tracy Gibson, Logan City Libraries

Logan C ity  Libraries w ere  the recip i­
ents o f the 1998 Bess Thom as 
A w ard  and used the $250 prize to 

run a w riting w orkshop  w h ich  w as of­
fered to the w inn e rs  of the annua l 
Yo u ng  Peop les  Short Sto ry  C o m p e ti­
tion.

W W W  w as seen as an extension of 
the existing w rit in g  com p etit io n . The 
inc lu s ion  of a c rea tive  w rit in g  w o rk ­
shop as part o f the prize w as intended 
to en h ance  the status of the co m p e ti­
tion and im prove  the w rit in g  skills of 
the participants.

Simon Ellaby (in striped top) leading the poetry 
workshop with Dave Shayestehfar, Debra Gibson 
and Elizabeth Walts

S in ce  1996 the Y o u ng  Peop les 
Short Story C om petition  has been a c ­
t ive ly  encourag ing  crea tive  w riting  to 
the young  peop le  o f Logan and has 
strengthened the links b etw een  loca l 
schools, the library, and library supp li­
ers. R unn ing  from  Ju ly  to August, the 
com petition  is open to eight to tw en ty  
year olds. In 1998 a poetry section w as 
in troduced  for the th irteen  to tw en ty  
year olds, in response to requests from 
parents and teach ing  staff.

W ith  the assistance of the Q u ee n s ­
land W rite rs  C entre, au tho r and 
screenwriter R ick Searle w as booked to 
judge the w riting  com petition  and lead 
the w orkshop . Poet S im on E llaby  per­
fo rm ed the sam e tasks for the poetry 
sections.

Rick Searle with the winners of the 8-10 and 11-13 
year-old story writing competitions: Alex Muller, 

Kate Roymond, and Leisel Fry

W h ile  judging the com p etition , 
R ick  and Sim on w ere  able to assess the 
abilities and needs of the w inn ing  w rit­
ers. This insight enab led  them to design 
the w orkshop  sessions w ith  a personal 
touch that the participants found co m ­
fortable and appealing .

The w in n in g  w riters and poets at­
tended w orkshops on Saturday 1 7 O c ­
tober at Logan 's newest library, Logan 
H yperdo rne . The w orkshops stressed

the im portance of planning, develop ing  
the w riting  process, and of having  fun. 
The w orkshop  leaders encouraged  the 
young writers to be c rea tive  and have 
the cou rag e  to in c lu d e  'y u k k y ' or 
'naugh ty ' things in their stories.

W o rk  in process w'as d iscussed , 
constructive  critic ism  offered and par­
tic ipants potential and natural ab ilities 
w e re  praised . The size of the w o rk ­
shops a llow ed  for inform ality w here  all 

had the op po rtu n ity  to be 
heard and be in vo lved  in d is­
cussions. R ick  shared the jou r­
ney he had taken to get his yet- 
to-be-published picture book to 
its present stage.

The w o rkshops he lped  to 
boost the self-confidence of the 
young writers, and provided an 
o ppo rtun ity  for them  to be 
taken seriously as writers.

The com petition  and w o rk ­
shops w o u ld  not have  been 
possib le  w ith o u t the support 
and energy of the staff of Logan 
C ity  C o un c il Libraries. O n  be­
half of the w o rkshop  p a rtic i­
pants I w ish  to express thanks 
for the opportun ity g iven them  
by the aw ard  —  an opportunity 
w h ich  they w ill rem em ber and 
d raw  on for a long time. ■

24 /ft T V / i ' January 1999


