
ALW has them rolling in the aisles!
Australian Library Week in Victoria

V ictorians celebrated Australian Library W e e k  in 
style w ith  fine food, fine w in e  and p len ty  of 
Fantails and Jaffas. A  great art deco  theatre was 

the venue for this com b ined  A G M , aw ards presenta­
tion and night at the m ovies. A  c ap a c ity  c ro w d  of 
around 130 celebrated w ith  cham pagne before getting 
d o w n  to business and recogn is ing  the outstand ing  
a ch ievem en ts  of V ic to r ia 's  lib ra ry  and  in fo rm ation  
professionals.

The A L IA  Aw ards for Innovation w ere  presented to 
recip ients in six categories w h o  had dem onstrated in­
novation  and best p ractice  in inform ation  p rovision . 
The A L IA  T e ch n ic ian 's  section presented their Travel 
Scho larsh ip , enab ling  a student m em ber to attend the 
next te ch n ic ia n 's  con fe ren ce . F in a lly , our national 
president, C ra ig  Anderson, presented H elen  H ayes of 
the U n ivers ity  of M e lb ourne  w ith  an A L IA  Fellow sh ip .

The festive even ing  w as capped  off w ith  a private 
screen ing of that c lassic lib rary m ovie , The Desk Set, 
starring Ka tharine  H ep b urn  and Sp en ce r T ra cy .T h e  
crow d  cheered as Katharine, librarian extraordinaire, proved 
that no com p u te r cou ld  eve r rep la ce  her trusty re fe rence 
team! The fiim w as a great success, thanks to the G a le  G roup  
w h o  w e re  our generous sponsors.

'It w as the best turn up w e  have every  had for an A G M ',

ALIA president Craig Anderson with Helen Hayes

reported event organiser M arg ie Anderson. 'W e  w anted  to do 
som ething fun w ith  a change of pace. It w as  a great chance  
to ce leb ra te  w ith  co lleagues and really  m ark Austra lian  Li­
brary W e e k . ' C h oc  top anyone!1 h

Making electronic resources accessible
ALIA Tasmanian Branch Seminar, Wednesday 19 May

T
he first o f a series o f sem in a rs  
b e in g  p resen ted  by  the  A L IA  
T a sm a n ia n  B ra n c h  u n d e r the  
c o l le c t iv e  t it le : 'S e c to rs  w o rk in g  to ­

gether' w as  held  du ring  A ustra lian  L i­
b rary  W e e k .  T h e  a im  o f the series is 
to b ring  tog ether and  share  the ex p e ­
r ie n ce  and  expertise  o f lib ra ry  w o rk ­
ers in p u b lic , sp ec ia l, a c a d e m ic  and  
sch oo l lib raries.

M ak in g  e lec tron ic  resources a c ­
cessib le  a ttracted  m ore  than  fifty  ref­
e rence , co llec tio n  d eve lop m en t, te ch ­
n ic a l s e rv ice s  and  s p e c ia l lib ra ry  
w o rk e rs  to find  out w h a t is g o ing  on 
in T asm an ian  lib ra ries  to m ake  e le c ­
tro n ic  resources a cce s s ib le  to lib ra ry  
users.

T h e  sem ina r co m m e n ce d  w ith  an 
o v e rv ie w  o f re cen t S tate L ib ra ry  d e ­
ve lo p m en ts . T r ic ia  V ie rra  spoke  first 
on  the State L ib ra ry  p ro ject to d e liv e r  
ind exes and  fu ll-text e le c t ro n ic  re ­
sources to p u b lic  lib ra ry  users. Issues 
d iscussed  in c lu d ed : W id e  A rea  N e t ­
w o rk in g , user in te rfa ce , e le c t ro n ic  
re fe ren ce  desk se rv ices  and  chan g es 
in p u b lis h e r 's  p ro d u c t d e liv e ry , j ill 
A b e ll p resen ted  a d iffe ren t asp ect o f 
e le c t ro n ic  re so u rces  d e liv e ry . 'D is ­
c o v e r ' d ig ita l re so u rce  d a ta b a se  for

T asm an ian  sch oo ls  p ro v id es  'n e t a c ­
cess  to re so u rce s  fo r te a ch e rs , stu ­
d en ts  and  p aren ts  [http:// 
w w w .d is c o v e r .ta s e d .e d u .a u / fo ru m ]. 
B e lin d a  F lo w e rs  ou tlin ed  the range of 
in fo rm atio n  too ls and  re sources  that 
the  'N e w  T A L IS ' w i l l  be ab le  to p ro ­
v id e  a cce ss  to, a lso  d is cu ss in g  the  
m a in  co n s id e ra t io n s  in ch o o s in g  the 
n e w  system  and  h o w  to stru ctu re  a c ­
cess for users.

O u ts id e  the  u m b re lla  o f the State 
L ib ra ry  a re  sm all sp e c ia l lib ra r ie s  
g rap p lin g  w ith  the c h a lle n g e s  o f d e ­
live r in g  in fo rm atio n  in the ch a n g in g  
e le c t ro n ic  e n v iro n m e n t . T h e  m a in  
th read  o f F io n a  P res to n 's  p a p e r w a s  
the  h u m an  issue —  the  a ttitu d es , 
k n o w le d g e , sk ills , team  w o rk  and  
em o tio na l investm ents that a re essen ­
tia l in g red ien ts  for d e a lin g  w ith  
ch a n g e , m a in ta in in g  an in n o v a t iv e  
a p p ro a ch  and  tack lin g  n e w  p ro jects.

After a no isy m orn ing  tea, G ra em e  
R ayn e r p rovided  a re flective  o v e rv ie w  
o f his ex p e r ie n ce  w ith  e le c tro n ic  re­
so u rces , as an a c a d e m ic  c o l le c t io n  
d e v e lo p m e n t lib ra rian . G ra e m e  o u t­
lin ed  the com p lex itie s  o f e ve r- ch ang ­
ing form ats and  h ard w are  needs, user 
expectations and  the range o f requ ire ­

m ents o f d ifferent pub lishers and  v e n ­
dors.

T h e  n itty gritty o f c a ta lo g u in g  and 
lic e n s in g  issues w a s  p resen ted  by 
L in d a  Fo rb es  and  Pau l R e y n o ld s . 
L in d a  u n ra v e lle d  th e  't r ic k y  b its ' o f 
c a ta lo g u in g  the  e le c t ro n ic  jo u rn a ls  
cu rren tly  a cce ss ib le  at the L Jn ive rs ity  
o f T asm an ia  by in d iv id u a l title  or in a 
range o f c o m m e rc ia lly  a v a ila b le  e le c ­
tron ic  co lle c tio n s . Pau l d iscussed  the 
k ind s o f lega l fe n ce s  that l ib ra r ia n s  
h av e  to jum p  in o rd er to m eet the li­
cen s in g  requ irem en ts  of ven d o rs  and  
pub lishers.

T h e  fin a l p resen ta t io n  w a s  ju lie  
B o yd  from  E B S C O . Ju lie  d iscussed  is­
sues that agents such  as E B S C O  can  
ad d ress  as e le c t ro n ic  jo u rn a l 
agg regato rs and  by c o n t in u in g  the ir 
trad it io n a l se rv ice s  to lib ra ries  in the 
e le c tro n ic  arena .

C o m m e n ts  from  those  a tten d ed  
s h o w  that p eo p le  w e re  in sp ired , in ­
fo rm ed  and  en te rta in ed  by  the  se m i­
nar. Pape rs  are a v a ila b le  from  R ic h ­
ard  D e a rd en , r ich a rd .d ea rd en @ u ta s . 
e d u .a u , p h o n e  03 622 6  2 1 3 2 . T h ey  
w i l l  b e  posted  on the  A L IA  T a s m a ­
n ian  B ran ch  w eb s ite  soon. »
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