
Library staff go wild
Bendigo Regional Institute of TAFE celebrate Australian Library Week

Staff at Bendigo Regional 
Institute of TAFE get into the 

spirit of Australian Library 
Week (l-r) Sheryl Bastin, 

Matthew Hillman, Amanda 
Steen, Bruce Anderson

versity and hospital libraries. The c e l­
ebrations attracted loca l radio, te le v i­
sion and n ew paper coverage.

Narelle Stone,
ALW co-ordinator at BRIT library

Library staff at the 
Bend igo  Regional In ­
stitute of T A FE  (BR IT ) 

w en t w ild  for A ustra lian  
L ib ra ry  W e e k  this year.
The foyer of the lib ra ry  
w as turned into a jung le  
and staff and students 
w e re  inv ited  to 'exp lo re  
and d is co ve r ' the lib rary.
A  short in fo rm ation  re­
trieva l exerc ise  led users 
to 'h idden treasure' on the 
library shelves. Local busi­
nesses assisted w ith  plants 
from M a cd o n a ld s  Spring  
G u lly  N ursery , w o o d en  
jungle anim als and figures 
from G eo ff Sh ie ll 's  Fu rn i­
ture and D ecorato r W a re ­
house, and cam p ing  gear from Laurie  
Jensen Sadd lery  and C am ping . B R IT  li­
brary staff dressed up as jung le exp lor­
ers for a d ay  on 20 M a y  and held a 
m orn ing  tea for all B R IT  staff and in ­
vited  guests from the local pub lic , un i­

A range of activities
to celebrate Australian Library Week
Kerry Smith, WA Australian Library Week co-ordinator

A fter a y e a r  fraug h t w ith  n ag g in g  for o n e  lib ra ry  
w e e k  co-ord inator m an y  W e s te rn  A ustra lian  lib rar­
ies w e re  ve ry  busy du ring  L ib rary  W e e k . G e ra ld to n  

Reg iona l L ib rary  pu lled  out all 'Exp lo re  and d isco ve r ' stops 
w ith  ce le b r ity  checko u ts , speakers, lau n ch es , in ternet in ­
tro d u c tio n s  and  m ore ! T h is  w a s  in d ic a t iv e  o f the  efforts 
m an y  o f the p u b lic  lib ra ries  m ade.

From  the p u b lic ity  point of v ie w  w e  did not appear to 
score too w e ll, except that the Perth C ity Library's tow n crier 
m ade the front page of the West Australian on the last Friday 
of A L W 9 8 ; and Jim  G ill on our local A B C  gave us a plug af­
ter w e ll-know n  M urdoch  U n ive rs ity  lib rarian, G ran t Stone 's 
w ise  ad v ice  regarding the orig in  of the 'sponge cake '. The 
B ranch  also sent a postcard to all of our po litic ians.

T h e  la u n ch  o f A u s tra lia n  L ib ra ry  W e e k  in W e s te rn  
A ustra lia  w a s  hosted by the Sp ec ia l L ib raries Sec tio n  (W A  
G ro u p ) w h o  'e x p lo re d  and  d is c o v e re d ' a g reat m a n y  
th ings in c lu d in g  'N a v ig a t in g  on the edge of chao s ' w h ic h  
in vestiga ted  such  issues as structu ra l w o rk p la c e  ch a n g e  
issues affecting in form ation  w o rk , the evo lu tio n ary  co n v e r ­
gence  of the inform ation  tech n o lo g y  and inform ation  m an ­
ag em en t ind u strie s , and  the  D e p a rtm e n t o f T ra n sp o rt 's  
w o rk  on in fo rm ation  n av ig a tio n , in c lu d in g  p ro je cts  such  
as T ranspo rta l and  the  N a v ih e d ro n . Th is  p resen ta tion  by

Pau l H ou g h to n  and  D a v id  B ro w n  w as  ex trem e ly  w e ll- re ­
c e ived  and all p artic ipants w e re  interested in the potentia l 
that this te ch n o lo g y  o ffered .

The great W e s t  Australian  C a lend ar launch w as held at 
the sw anky  K irrib i 11 i C afe  at Curtin  C am p us on A L W  
W e d n e sd ay  and this w en t very  w e ll. W e  first heard abou t 
foetal m ed ic in e  from Professor John N ew n h a m  —  a new , 
challeng ing  and interesting field of m ed ic ine  for the m ed ica l 
profession and the lib rarian . Sp ec ia l guests w e re  S h e ila  
M c H a le , shadow  m inister for the arts [W A  Parliam ent), and 
D ebbie Terelinck, W estern  Australian M un ic ipa l Association. 
The calendar: Librarians in focus 2000 w as ably-launched by 
Paul G enon i and Ann R itch ie and m any of the m odels, w h o  
do led  out autographs for most of the even ing . There is a fun 
p icture at: h ttp ://www.curtin.edu.au/curtin/dept/sils/latest/ 
m ay99/ca!endar.h tm .

O n  Thursday 20 M a y  some of us 'feng shu i'd ' over break­
fast and learnt that beam s over beds are out, orientation  of 
doorw ays is in, plus all sorts of other most interesting stuff re­
garding the w a y  in w h ich  w e  can im prove our lives and li ­
braries through this ph ilosophy. And  the D IS  A lu m n i/ ISSA  
Q u iz  N ight c losed  the w eek  on A L W  Friday  —  ch e ck  out 
http:,//w w w .c u r t in .e d u .a u / c  u rtin/dep t/s ils/ la test/m ay99 / 
quiz.htm  for m ore pictures. ■
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