
Victorian libraries in the spotlight
Winners of the ALIA Awards for Innovation announced

At a recent presenta­
tion evening in V icto ­
ria, the winners of the 

1999 A LIA  Awards for Inno­
vation w ere announced by 
the award sponsors, Library 
Locums.

The Aw ards for Innova ­
tion are open to ind ividuals 
or teams w ho have displayed 
a uniquely- innovative ap ­
proach in undertaking service 
provision. This may include 
any project, event, practice 
or service that creates an en­
hancem ent for the organisa­
tion or its clients.

'Library Locums is proud 
to sponsor these awards 
w h ich  reward a great deal of 
hard work and expertise' said 
Regina Pietraszko of Library Locums. 'In 
1999 there w ere a record number of en­
tries and w e anticipate even more next 
year.'

brochure, 'The future stitched up. Part­
nerships that work', to be used by health 
industry information services across Aus­
tralia.

Winners of the 
ALIA Awards for Innovation

the library and information service as a 
w ho le at M LC  in Melbourne.

W inn e rs  w ere  selected from six in ­
dustry sectors and received  a personal 
cheque for $500 along w ith  a citation. 
The 1999 w inner are:

Academic libraries section —  
G eorg ina Binns and A ndrew  Harrison 
from M onash Un iversity. Georg ina and 
Andrew co-ordinated the highly-success- 
fuI M onash Lectures O n lin e  project 
w h ich  enabled automatic recording and 
dissemination of lectures via the U n iver­
sity' website.

Health libraries section —  Stephen 
Due of G ee long  Hospital and M el I ita 
Vertigan of The Alfred Hospital. M el I ita 
and Stephen collaborated on a marketing

Law libraries section —  N icho las 
Pengelley from the Law  Library at 
Monash University. N icho las utilised his 
extensive specialised know ledge in the 
area of international law  to produce a 
Guide to researching international law, a 
web-based tool for law  students.

Public libraries section —  Susan O rr 
from Gampaspe Regional Library. Susan's 
approach to providing quality services to 
rural public library users was recognised 
by her project 'Outlying rural library serv­
ice enhancements'.

School libraries section —  Suzette 
Boyd, Methodist Ladies' College. Suzette 
won for the outstanding achievements of

Special libraries section —  David Tan 
from Coles M yer Research and Resource 
Centre. His second year of w inn ing this 
category, David  was recognised for de­
veloping and implementing job Tracker, 
a com prehensive tool for monitoring re­
quests to the research centre.

The A L IA  Awards for Innovation are 
open to individual and institutional mem­
bers. Entries for 2000 w ill be open early 
next year, so start thinking about a 
project in your own library or informa­
tion service that deserves recognition. 
M ore information about the awards is 
ava ilab le  at http://www.alia.org.au/ 
awards/innovation/. m

Author, choir and artists...
Central Highlands Regional Library celebrates Australian

F ollowing the Australian Library Week theme 'Ex­
plore and discover', Michelle Coxall visited the 
Daylesford Library and spoke about her adventures 

in India and life on the road as a L o n e ly  P la n e t  author. 
The Daylesford Library has recently been extended and 
refurbished so it was a good opportunity for people to 
see the changes to the library and have an interesting 
and social night at the same time.

Australian Library Week and the Year of the Older 
Person themes were combined at the Ballarat Library 
when the U3A (University of the Third Age) choir per­
formed on the Sunday afternoon leading into the week. 
The choir was made up of thirty men and women ail 
over the age of fifty (some well over!) who presented

Library Week
a wide range of music. Despite one complaint from a 
borrower who was convinced that libraries were still 
supposed to be quiet places, the general reaction from 
people was overwhelmingly positive and we plan to ask 
the choir to come back around Christmas time to sing 
carols.

At the Ararat Library the theme was translated into 
a very popular activity for children involving input 
from two local artists. Together they designed and 
painted three decorative and eye catching double-sided 
panels following the 'Explore and discover' theme and 
incorporating aspects of the discovery and history of 
Ararat. The panels will be permanently located outside 
the Ararat Library. ■
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