
The bureaucrat̂  
the consultant and 
the computer nerd...
Libby Coates, ALIA ACT Branch

A ustralian Lib rary W e e k  in the A C T  w as a ve ry  busy 
and successful time. The A C T U S  (A C T  Library and In­
formation Service) had a full program aim ed at school 

leavers and job  seekers. Each  b ranch  had an in d iv id u a l 
them e showcasing a particular group of jobs. These w ere  tied 
together by the launch of a n ew  w ebpage aim ed at assisting 
u n em p loyed  peo p le  search ing  for w ork . The a im  w as to 
dem onstrate the m any w ays in w h ich  libraries cou ld  assist in 
the search for w o rk  from inform ation, newspapers, to assist­
ance  w ith  w ordprocessing  and photocopying. This im ag ina­
tive  approach attracted a good deal of press coverage . The 
lib ra ry  se rv ice  and its hard w o rk ing  com m ittee  should  be 
congratu lated .

The them e that libraries p lay  a part in all our lives even 
if w e  seldom use them  personally w as used by the ALIA -A C T  
B ranch  to m ount tw o  large d isp lays in the m ain bus inter­
change. It w as obvious these attracted a large 'non-traditional 
user' aud ience.

O n  Tuesday the U n ivers ity  of Canberra  L ib rary hosted a 
ve ry  interesting breakfast talk presented by the literary ed i­
tor of The Canberra Times, Bob  Hefner. The U n ive rs ity  L i­
brary had aim ed their Australian  Library W e e k  activ ities at 
em p loyees on cam pus.

Later that day a group of retired librarians gathered over 
coffee to consider setting up an informal interest group. This 
w as a very successful venture w ith  more than fifty per cent 
of those on the m ailing list attending, and a good deal of light 
hearted banter and catch ing  up w ith  news of o ld  friends en ­
sued. It w as p leasing that so m any are still keen to keep in 
touch w ith  the profession.

The grand fin a le  w as a reception  and debate run jo in tly  
by the A C T  B ranch  and A C T L IS . It w as held in the Canberra  
M useum  and G a lle ry  and attracted a good crow d . During the 
even ing  M ax in e  Rochester w as presented w ith  an A L IA  Fe l­
low sh ip  for her long invo lvem en t w ith  education  for librar- 
iansh ip , as w e ll as her in vo lvem en t in IFL.A. Roxanne 
M iss ingham  spoke of M a x in e 's  m any con tribu tio n s  and 
ach ievem ents and Jennefer N icho lson  presented the citation. 
M ax in e  responded by reca lling  the days in w h ich  the A C T  
Branch w as involved  in trying to persuade A L IA  N ational O f­
fice to re locate to the A C T . She also urged us all to prom ote 
ourselves and thus encourage others to jo in  the profession. 
She also encouraged  m ore Australians to becom e invo lved  
in IFLA

W e  then progressed into the theatrette w here 'the bureau­
crat, the consultant and the com puter nerd' (B ev  Forner, Ian 
M cC a llu m  and W a rw ic k  Cathro) con v in ced  us that 'Books 
w ere not Y2K  O K ', even though the printer, the lobbyist and 
the lab rat (Frank Thom pson, Roxanne M issingham  and M ike 
H o lland ) assured us that they were. This rousing event was 
chaired  by the A C T  m inister for urban services, B rendan 
Smyth w h o  w as by no means a passive bystander. W e  are 
hoping that there w ill be more such joint efforts for library 
w eek in the com ing  years. ■

ALIA  Annual 
General Meeting

The 11th A nnual General M eetin g  o f  the 
Australian Library and In form ation  Association 

w ill be held on Tuesday 17 A ugust 1999 at 
6:00pm a t the ABC Theatrette, 700 Harris Street 

Ultimo, Sydney, NSW

AGENDA
1 N o tic e  o f  c o n v e n in g  m e e tin g
2 A p o lo g ie s
3 M in u te s  o f th e  1998 A G M
4  P re s e n ta tio n  o f  th e  1998 Annual report and balance 

sheet, a nd  in c o m e  a nd  e x p e n d itu re  a c c o u n t
5 P re s e n ta tio n  o f  s u p p le m e n ta ry  b a la n c e  s h e e t and  

s u p p le m e n ta ry  in co m e a n d  e x p e n d itu re  ac c o u n t to  
31 July 1999

6 A p p o in tm e n t o f  a u d ito rs
7 R ep o rts
8 G e n e ra l business
Motion:
W inding up —  th at the Association be wound up voluntarily only after 
approval from the Australian Taxation Office has been sought and granted 
to  the proposed distribution of surplus assets from the winding up to the new 
organisation.
Liquidator: That PriceWaterhouseCoopers be appointed liquidator fo r the 
purpose of winding up the affairs and distributing the assets of the Association. 
Remuneration of liquidator: The remuneration of the Liquidator to be 
based on the time the liquidator and his staff spend in performing services in 
the winding up calculated in the manner in which and at the rates at which 
the charge is by PriceWaterhouseCoopersfor like services are usually calculated 
plus disbursements and w ithout further approval by the members and that 
the liquidator be authorised to draw such remuneration on the agreement 
of the General Council.
Destruction of books: That subject to the consent of ASIC the liquidator be 
at liberty to destroy any of the books and papers of the Association and of the 
liquidators any time after the voluntary cancellation of the incorporation has 
been achieved.
Cancellation of incorporation: That after commencing the liquidation the 
liquidator apply to the governor-generai to have the incorporation of the 
Association cancelled and its Royal Charter withdrawn.
Power of the liquidator: That the liquidator be at liberty to exercise all or 
any part of the powers referred to paragraphs 477 (2A) to (2B) of the 
Corporations Law.
Surplus property: Thatthesurplus property of the Association be distributed 
to  the new organisation.

RULES OF MEETING
1. Motions for discussion at the AGM are to be forwarded in writing, in duplicate, to the 

executive director, ALIA, POBox E441, Kingston, ACT 2604 by 1 June 1999. Motions should 
be signed by the movers either individually or on behalf of a division of the Association. 
All such motions received will be published in the AGM agenda notice in the July issue of 
incite.

2. All motions to be put to the AGM must appear in this published agenda.

3. The only items that may be raised under general business are those of an informal nature, or 
those that are within the scope of the business already laid down. Motions of a substantial 
nature relating to items not covered in the notice of the meeting will not be allowed.

4. If any item of urgency arises which is not within the business of the meeting the chairperson 
has the power to accept it without notice, or rule that due notice must be given.

5. All motions additional to those on the printed agenda and in accordance with 4 above, and 
amendments, shall be written in triplicate and signed by the movers (forms will be provided), 
one copy to be delivered to the chair, the second to the projectionist, the third to the mover.

6. When addressing the chair, the person desiring recognition will properly identify 
themselves, giving their name and affiliation. Only ALIA members may speak.

7. Debate shall be limited to 3 minutes for each speaker, no speaker may have the floor twice 
on the same question until all who wish to speak have spoken.

8. Proxies. To be valid, proxies must be in the form set out in Regulation B17 and be in the 
hands of the executive director, at the ALIA National Office, PO Box E441, Kingston, 
ACT 2604, e-mail address: enquiry@alia.org.au by 5pm on 10 August 1999. Proxy forms 
must not specify how the holder of the proxy is to vote on specific areas.

9. By general consent, if there be no objection, or by a two-thirds vote, any rule governing 
the debate may be suspended.

10. The chairperson's rulings on procedural matters may not be debated. The reference for 
rules and their interpretation by the Parliamentarian will be Joske's The law and 
procedure at meetings in Australia, 8th ed, 1994. A Parliamentarian will be appointed to 
advise the chairperson on procedures and to assist in determining the results of a poll of 
members present if necessary.
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