
Outstanding achievement recognised
ALIA Library Awards — Northern Territory

O n M onday, 1 7 M ay, at the Dar
w in  C ity Council the A L IA  NT 
Branch held their library awards 

presentation as part of the celebrations to 
mark Australian Library W e ek  1999. This 
is the second year that the branch has 
presented the awards and they are a l
ready proving to be a popular yearly  
event.

The minister for com m unication  and 
information services, Daryl M anzie, pre
sented the awards in three categories:

• Northern Territory Librarian of the Year 
Aw ard ;

• Northern Territory Library and Informa
tion Service Com m unity A w ard ; and

• Northern Territory Library and Informa
tion Organisational Innovation Award.

The awards consisted of a certificate and 
a cheque for $500.

Recognition of exceptional service
The Northern Territory Librarian of the 
Year A w ard  recognises the exceptional 
contribution of an individual's service to 
a library or libraries by w ay  of a specific 
project, event or research; or for dem on
strating exce llence in custom er service 
over a period of time.

This year, there w ere  four nom ina 
tions in this category: Barrie McIntyre, Iris 
Bea le, Lorraine Vass and Frieda Evans. 
Frieda Evans w as the w inner. Frieda's 
m any years as librarian at the Suprem e 
Court have gained her the respect of co l
leagues and clients. She has been an 
A L IA  member since 1975, and has served 
on m any of the N T  A L IA  com m ittees. 
Frieda w as instrumental in getting the 
Special Librarians Section started in 1980 
and since 1982 she has been president of 
the NT D ivision of the Australian Law  Li
brarians Group. A  mem orable time was 
w hen  she was on a sub-committee help
ing organise the 1986 A L IA  biennial con
ference in D arw in  —  w h ilst being on 
maternity leave.

Frieda also had a large part in the 
com pilation  of the List o f libraries and 
resource centres in the Northern Territory 
w h ich  was launched in 1982. M o re  re
cently Frieda has been responsible for the 
developm ent of the first Directory of 
court libraries in Australia.

Frieda has enhanced  her skills by 
graduating from the Northern Territory 
University in 1995 with a law  degree.

Promoting a service to the community
The Northern Territory Library and Infor
mation Service Com m unity Award recog
nises an ind iv idua l's  outstanding 
contribution to the promotion and de liv 
ery of library and information service to

the Northern Territory com m un ity  by 
w a y  of a specific project, event, or re
search; or for demonstrating such service 
over a period of time.

There w ere four nom inations for this 
category: Carol Banks and the staff of the 
Katherine Public Library; Robin Hem pel; 
Barrie M cIn tyre ; and Lorraine Vass.

Lorraine Vass w on  this category for 
her work, as A L IA  representative, on the 
board of CREATE Northern Territory from 
1995 until 1999. There w ere tw o major 
achievements for the library industry dur
ing Lorraine's term as a board member, 
one was the developm ent of the first na
tional com petency standards for the in
dustry, and the second was the review  of 
those standards. In particular, she advo 
cated for increased resources be a llo 
cated for professional developm ent and 
for culturally-appropriate entry-level 
training for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is
lander people. Lorraine served as deputy 
chairperson and chairperson of the C R E 
ATE board. Her time and participation on 
the board w ere valued for her profession
alism, her generosity of time and know l
edge, her m entoring of younger board 
members, and her negotiating skills.

Organisational innovation
The Northern Territory Library and Infor
mation Organisational Innovation Award 
recognises organisational innovation by a 
Northern Territory library in a particular 
area of management and/or operational 
practice. There w ere three nom inations 
for this aw ard : Barrie  M cIn tyre ;
Tam inm in  Com m un ity  Library; and 
Robin Hem pel.

The w inner was Robin Flempel from

Tam inm in  Com m un ity  Library. The 
nomination was put forward for her dem 
onstrated outstanding ability in the m an
agement of special projects at her library 
w h ich  have greatly benefited her tw o  
major client groups —  the public of the 
Litchfield Shire and the staff and students 
of Tam inm in High School.

In 1997, Rob in 's submission Hyper 
highway to Humpty Doo  was aw arded 
$50 000 by the Com m onwealth  G overn 
ment's O n lin e  Pub lic  Access In itiative 
Program, resulting in the first internet a c 
cess points in this semi-remote rural com 
munity. Robin has secured the project's 
future by successfully negotiating it to be 
included in Tam inm in  H igh Schoo l's  
new  technological system.

M ore recently, Robin has successfully 
attracted $15 000 in funding for a local 
history project, Preserving our past in 
partnership w ith  the Litchfield  Sh ire 
Council, the Litchfield Times, the North
ern Territory A rch ives Serv ice  and the 
Northern Territory H istorical Society.

Robin is valued by her library com 
munity and admired by her colleagues. 
She inspires others by her energy and in
novative ideas.

The judging panel for the awards in
cluded: N a ida  Tattersal d irector of H u 
man Resource Developm ent, O C P E ; Ted 
Ling director of the Australian A rch ives 
D arw in ; and Theresa Jude, N T  branch 
president.

The N T  Branch C ounc il congratu 
lates all the nominees and especia lly the 
award winners, and thanks all those w ho  
put in nominations. »

ALW and student volunteers
Cindy Bukbardis and Jill Kerr

A s with any profession, the need to make yourself known is very 
important, as is the need to promote your library's services. In an 
effort to address these needs the Queensland Libraries Promotion 

Council (QLPC) developed the Student Volunteer Scheme (SVS). The 
purpose of this scheme is provide a helping hand for libraries in their pro
motional activities and to introduce students to future employers and col
leagues.

QLPC placed six students in 1996, in 1999 that number had grown 
to thirty-six students. The majority of students involved in the Scheme 
have come from the QUT librarian course and the Morningside TAFE li
brary technician course. This year we also received interest from a stu
dent studying externally through Charles Stuart University. The students 
were placed at a variety of different libraries, ranging from public 
through to TAFE and special libraries. W ith the growing success of the 
student volunteer scheme Queensland students and libraries can look for
ward to a bright and happy future. b
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