
Making news around Australia
Selected reprints from newspapers and magazines in recent months

Online library trial begins
by Ian G rayson , The Australian, 8 D e ­
cem ber 1998

Int'osentials has organised mass trials of 
the ir n ew  o n lin e  in fo rm ation  serv ice , 
E lec tric  L ib ra ry  A ustra lia , w ith  m ore 
than 1000 schools, tertiary institutions 
and lib raries around  A ustra lia  tak ing  
part.

The service provides access to co n ­
tent from  a va rie ty  of m ed ia  sources 
inc lud ing  new spapers and m agazines, 
re fe rence co lle c tio n s , te lev is io n  p ro ­
grams, photographs and maps. A g ree ­
ments are being negotiated w ith  A us ­
tra lian  new s o rgan isations, in c lu d ing  
the A ustra lian  A ssoc ia ted  Press and 
M e lb o u rne  U n ivers ity  Press, to ensure 
users do not end up w ith  an 'Am erican- 
cen tr ic ' v iew .

Int'osentials m anag ing  d irec to r 
M ich a e l S ch ild b e rg e r said that there 
has been som e resistance to the n ew  
serv ice  from teachers as som e felt that 
it m ade research ing  a top ic  too easy. 
H o w e ve r , M r S ch ild b e rg er coun ters  
this by insisting that the skills students 
w ill need are not in find ing  the infor­
m ation , but sifting through the a v a il ­
ab le m aterial and determ in ing  w h a t is 
relevant.

Work bans to bit library services
by C aro line  Keenan, Com m unity News 
(M o o n ee  V a lle y ) 24 N o vem b er 1998

Lib rary  w orkers at the H um e M o o n ee  
V a lle y  Reg iona l L ib rary  im p lem ented  
w o rk  bans in protest ove r the d e lay  in 
finalising their enterprise agreem ent —  
it has been ten m onths since negotia ­
tions ove r the agreem ent began.

The staff are seeking a pay increase 
and changes to the non-paid m atern ity 
leave p o licy . The staff dec ided  to take 
industria l action  w h en  m anagem ent 
indicated that the agreem ent w ou ld  not 
be finalised  for another tw o  months.

The bans applied  to fine co llection , 
internet assistance and answ erin g  the 
phone.

Saving the past for the future: Save 
our centuty
by Patrick  C orn ish , The W est A ustral­
ian 2 D ecem b er 1998

'Sa ve  our cen tu ry ', a p lan to preserve 
100 years of W estern  Austra lian  herit­
age w as launched on 2 D ecem ber. It is 
the first step of a State L ib ra ry  bid to 
raise $5 m illion  to help L IS W A  co llect,

preserve, and present W A 's  stories 
s ince it becam e a state.

State lib ra rian , Lynn A llen  said 
m a in ta in ing  heritage w as p a rticu la rly  
im portant because of the exp losion  in 
inform ation and com m un ication .

Logan top in library services
A lbert and Logan News, 20 N o vem b er 
1998

Logan C ity  C o un c il libraries p icked up 
tw o  aw ards at the b ienn ia l con ference 
in A d e la id e  in O ctober.

The cou n cil libraries p icked up the 
Bess Thom as A w a rd  for se rv ices to 
young peop le  (see p24), and the A us­
tralian Large Print C om m un ity  Services 
A w ard , judged on large print programs 
and services, pub lic ity  and pub lic  re la­
tions, rund-raising, ou treach  and co m ­
m unity services and professional activ i­
ties.

C o m m u n ity  serv ices com m ittee  
cha irm an  C o u n c illo r  Pam  Parker said 
that the Bess Thom as aw ard  w as recog­
nition of the tim e and effort the lib rar­
ies had put into p rovid ing  services for 
the young  p eop le  in the area, in par­
ticu lar the annual short story com p eti­
tion and w in n in g  writers workshops.

She said lib ra ry  staff are to be 
com m ended  on their efforts in p rov id ­
ing exeptional and consistent service.

On-line mysteries of the internet 
explained
by Terry O 'C o n n o r, The Courier M ail, 
28 N o vem b er 1998

A ustra lia  w e n t internet c razy  for the 
Federal Governm ent-sponsored O n lin e  
A ustra lia  D ay , designed  to p rom ote 
aw areness of on-line benefits for all 
sections of the com m un ity .

In Q ueensland , m ultim edia training 
body Q A N T M  and The C ourier M a il 
ran the C o m m u n ity  C yb e r C h a llen g e , 
the Q u een s lan d  Art W o rk e rs  A llia n ce  
launched  its on-line em p loym ent serv­
ice and the State Library celebrated  the 
success of O P A L , O n lin e  Pub lic  Access 
in Libraries.

A web of intrigue about our history
The Advertiser, 21 N o vem b er 1998

The State L ib rary  of South Austra lia  re­
cen tly  lau n ch ed  the ir new' M o rtlo ck  
D atabase on to the W o r ld  W id e  W e b . 
The database inc lud es  m ore than 
49 000 h istorial images of South A us­
tralia and its people.

The database also  inc ludes cross- 
re ferenced  a rtic les  and inform ation  
about South Australia .

Librarian is twice honoured
The Canberra Times, 18 N o vem b er 
1998

A ustra lian  N a tio n a l U n ive rs ity  li­
brarian rece ived  a rare doub le  honour 
w hen  he w as aw arded  a Fe llow sh ip  of 
the Australian  Lib rary and Inform ation 
A sso c ia tio n  and a F e llo w sh ip  of the 
British Lib rary Association .

C o lin  Stee le , the longest-serving 
Australian university librarian, is a lead­
ing authority on scho larly  com m u n ica ­
tion change and inform ation access.

Row over sex book
by C athy  H eyco ck , Port Ph illip  Leader 
9 N o vem b er 1 998

A  local artist c la im s cartoon books 
on the genera l shelves at St K ild a  li­
b rary are hard-core po rnography and 
should be m oved. Steve jones, a m em ­
ber of the lib rary for m ore than tw e lve  
years, said he did not believe in censor­
ship but w as appalled  at how  easily the 
books cou ld  be obtained .

Port P h illip  genera l m anager of 
services, D avid  Spokes, said the library 
a im ed  to cater to its varied  aud ience, 
and the co m ic  books w o u ld  rem ain  
w h ere  they w ere . H e  said 'L ib rary  staff 
have been tra ined  to han d le  such is­
sues. It is part o f our p o licy  to reflect 
the d ivers ity  of the com m un ity '.

‘Hate filter’ unleashes web debate
by Ju lian  Borger, The Canberra Times, 
16 N o vem b er 1 998

The battle against racism  in the U S  has 
taken to the W o r ld  W id e  W e b  w ith the 
deve lopm ent of a 'hate filter' designed 
to p reven t young  internet users being 
recru ited  by w h ite  suprem acist and 
neo-Nazi groups using increasing ly so­
phisticated child-oriented  websites.

The filter is m arketed by the Anit- 
D efam ation  League (A D L ), h ow ever it 
is m ore than a b lock , it redirects the 
person to find inform ation provided by 
the A D L  on the group they w ere  look ­
ing for.

The filter w as produced  in reaction 
to w hat the A D L  ca lled  the 'ex p o nen ­
tial growth of hate sites' in recent years, 
such as the Ku Klux K lan , the N ational 
A llian ce , and The W o r ld  Church  of the 
C reator groups. a
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