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•  3/7 Vic Library Technician section
Techs on tour. This year the tours will include 
the State Library of Victoria, a guest speaker 
and a choice of special/academic libraries. 
Lunch will be available. For further details 
contact: Kerrie Kelly, ph 03 9669 9721, 
kerriek@slv.vic.gov.au

20/7 Australian Society of Indexers. Ab­
stracting and Indexing for Databases/Pictorial 
Indexing course. ACER Conference Room, 19 
Prospect Hill Road, Camberwell. Cost: $100 
($90 for ASI members). Contact: Max Mc- 
Master, ph/fx 03 9571 6341, mindexer® 
interconnect.com.au
• 25/7 Vic Children's & Youth Services 
section. Judge for Yourself— lunch with Jo  
Goodman, Victorian Judge for 1999 CBC 
Awards. Attitudes, 217-219 Nelsons Place, 
Williamstown, 12:30pm. Listen to Jo speak 
about this year's entries. $27 ALIA members, 
$30 non-members, (two-course meal). Con­
tact: Helen Taylor, ph 03 9873 5638 for 
bookings.

18/8 Friends of Libraries Australia Inc.
Annual General meeting. Australian Retired 
Persons Association Rooms, 290 Collins 
Street, Melbourne, 5:30pm. Contact: Daniel 
Ferguson, ph 03 9338 0666,
danielf@alpav.com.au
•  4/9 Vic School Libraries section. Pro­
fessional development activity: Copyright and 
electronic publishing. Venues and cost: tba. 
Contact: Maelor Himbury, ph 03 9336 2555, 
fx 03 9367 9361, maelor@melbpc.org.au

WA
• 15 /6 -19 /10  WA Library Technicians
section. 1999 meeting dates: 15/6; 17/8; 
15/9*; 19/10. Venue: tba. Contact: Wendy 
Monaghan, ph 08 9427 3267,
wmonaghan@mail.liswa.wa.gov.au (* date 
subject to change due to Library Technician 
conference 8-10/9.)
• 4/8 WA Local Studies section. Advance 
notice of visit to National Archives. Hands on 
workshop, 5 for 5:30pm. Further details: tba. 
Contact: Julie Zuvela, ph 08 9386 6230, fx 
08 9389 8742, jzuvela@nediands.wa.gov.au

• 16/11 WA Library Technicians section.
Monthly meeting and Annual General Meet­
ing, dinner to foilow. LISWA, 5:30pm. Con­
tact: Wendy Monaghan, ph 08 9427 3267, 
wmonaghan@mail.liswa.wa.gov.au

National
22-23/7 The Vital Link: library staffing 
in the 21st century. City West Campus, Uni 
South Australia. For further information con­
tact Ann Luzeckyj, Research and Develop­
ment librarian, Uni South Australia, Hol­
brooks Road, Underdale 5032, ph 08 8302 
7040, fx 08 8302 6756, ann.luzeckyj® 
unisa.edu.au

Conference
•  18-20/7 National TAFE Section Bien­
nial conference. TAFE Libraries —  Adding 
Value. Wrest Point Convention Centre, Ho­
bart. Contact: Mures Convention Manage­
ment, Victoria Dock, Hobart 7000, ph 03 
6234 1424, fx 03 6234 4464,
conventions@mures.com. au http://www. 
alia.org.au/sections/tafe/conference/
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Making news around Australia
Selected reprints from newspapers and magazines in recent months

U niversity library 
to honour Alfred Deakin
by N o e l M u rp h y , The G e e lo n g  A dve rtise r,
14 M a y

A  u n iq u e  c o lle c t io n  o f b ooks , p o rtra its , 
sketches, p ho to g rap hs , ca rto on s , f ilm  fo o t­
age, f i lm  com m en ta rie s  and o th e r m e m ora ­
b il ia  o f A lfre d  D e a k in  are b e in g  b ro u g h t 
tog e th e r in G e e lon g . The c o lle c tio n , the A l­
fred D eakin  Prim e M in is te ria l L ibrary, w il l  be 
housed at the  W o o ls to re s  cam p us  o f the  
D eakin  U n ive rs ity . It is a huge p ro je c t w h ic h  
has d raw n  together the  resources o f a rchives 
and museum s.

The lib ra ry  is t ip p e d  to  becom e a key re­
search to o l and to u ris t d ra w ca rd . It w il l  a lso 
fo rm  the  basis o f t ra v e llin g  e x h ib it io n s , an 
in te rn e t site and m u lti-m e d ia  p roducts .

Library ch ief warns on internet censorship
by Jim D ick in s , The Canberra Times, 14 M ay

W arren  H orto n , d ire c to r-g e n e ra l o f the N a ­
tion a l L ib rary o f A ustra lia , w arned  d u rin g  his 
A u s tra lia n  L ib ra ry  W e e k  O ra t io n  tha t the  
Federa l G o v e rn m e n t m oves to  censor the  
in te rn e t m ay u n d e rm in e  the  new  m e d iu m , 
just as it begins to  fu lf i l  its lib e ra tin g  p o te n ­
tia l.  He said tha t the  G o ve rn m e n t's  B ro a d ­
casting  Services A m e n d m e n t B il l was fixa ted  
on c o n tro ll in g  the  in te rn e t at a t im e  w h e n  
p o lic y  shou ld  be focussed on harnessing its 
p rom ise .

W arren  said tha t censorsh ip  raised issues 
o f in te lle c tu a l fre ed om  and tended  to  focus 
on the  n a rro w  q u e s tio n  o f c o n tro ll in g  p o r­
nography. He said tha t ca lls  to restric t access 
to  'u n s u ita b le ' m a te ria l on the  in te rn e t 
m issed the  p o in t th a t th is  in fo rm a tio n  was 
a lrea dy  fre e ly  a va ila b le  in lib ra rie s  in p rin t 
fo rm .

Keeper o f  culture
by D ap hn e  G u inness, The S ydney M o rn in g  
H era ld , 1 5 M ay

D ap hn e  G uinness spends a day w ith  the re­
tir in g  d irec to r-genera l o f the N a tiona l L ib rary 
o f A us tra lia , describe d  as the  h igh  priest o f 
o n lin e  c u ltu ra l in fo rm a tio n . She describes  
the  N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  as 'a p lace  awash w ith  
com pute rs , h a rd ly  a vo lu m e  in s igh t.' He is 
a keeper o f pain tings, maps, m anuscripts and 
papers too , and inv ites  the  re po rte r to  C an ­
berra to  show  her B illy  H ughes's  teeth.

A cco rd in g  to  Guinness, W arren  has done 
m ore  than  a n yo n e  to  l i f t  the  p ro f ile  o f the  
N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  and steer it in to  the  n ew  
in fo rm a tio n  age. The co n tro ve rs ia l K ine tica  
p ro je c t is an e xa m p le  o f th is.

Coast tops the state in reading
By T revor Paddenburg , The G o ld  Coast B u l­
le tin , 6 M ay

G o ld  Coast lib raries have recorded more v is­
its per cap ita  than any o th e r c ity  in Q ueens­
lan d , a c c o rd in g  to  the  L ib ra ry  Board o f 
Q u e en sla nd . The average c itiz e n  makes ten 
v is its  per yea r to  the  lib ra ry . Joy W ebste r, 
a c tin g  l ib ra ry  services m a na ge r puts th is  
d o w n  to  the  range o f services o ffe red  by the 
lib raries  —  CDs, cassettes, v ideos, com pute r 
serv ices, in te rn e t access, m agazines, the  
d a ily  papers, re ference m a te ria l and p h o to ­
cop iers .

D oing it by the book
A lb e rt  a nd  Logan N ew s, 9 A p r il 1 999

H e le n  D u n s fo rd , a s ta ff m e m b e r at Logan 
N orth  L ib rary, has w on  the  Logan C ity  C oun­
c il 's  Patty De Salvo A w a rd . H elen received 
the award  fo r her co n tr ib u tio n  w h ile  w o rk in g  
as you ng  p eop le 's  lia iso n  o ffice r.

The Patty De Salvo aw ard  recognises Pat­
ty 's  c o m m itm e n t to  Logan lib ra rie s  and re­
w ards lib ra ry  staff fo r o u ts ta n d in g  cus tom er 
service. A q u a lifie d  lib ra ry  tech n ic ian , Helen 
said th a t o ne  o f the  grea test rew ards  o f l i ­
b rary  w o rk  was story tim e .

Turning boys to books
by C hris topher Bantick, The Canberra Times, 
17 A p r il 1999

There  is e v id e n ce  to suggest tha t boys and 
school do  not m ix . L ite racy levels are s ig n ifi­
c a n tly  lo w e r fo r boys tha n  g irls . H o w e ve r, 
id e n tify in g  the p rob lem  is one th ing , w ha t do 
do a bo u t it is another.

D e b b ie  Epstien is an associa te  o f the  
Centre  fo r Research and Education  o f G e n ­
der at the Institute o f Education, U n ive rs ity  o f 
L o n d o n . Eler b o o k  F a ilin g  b oys : Issues in  
g e n d e r a n d  a ch ive m e n t,  suggests th a t the  
p u b lic  reac tion  to the idea tha t boys are fa il­
ing m ay be linke d  to  the  n o tio n  o f the  p lace 
o f boys and the  ro les th e y  have fu lf i l le d  as 
m en.

O n e  o f the  areas she considers essential 
in an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f b oys ' success at 
schoo l is re lated to con cep tio ns  o f th e ir ow n  
m a scu lin ity .

O n e  o f the  m ain ideas as to  w h y  boys do 
not read as m u ch  as g irls  is because they  do 
not see men read ing  o r in vo lve d  in bookish  
a ctiv itie s  —  m ale  ro le -m od e ls  in schools are 
few  and far be tw een .

Review o f library grants 
scheme w ell underway
K ilc o y  S entine l, 1 A p r il 1999

The re v iew  o f the Q ueensland  Pub lic  L ib rary  
G ran t Schem e, adm in is te re d  by the State L i­
b ra ry  o f Q u e en s la nd , is w e li u nd e rw a y. The 
Scheme d is tribu tes  m ore  than $1 7 m ill io n  to 
121 lo ca l g o ve rn m e n ts  in Q u e e n s la n d
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through cash grants, and the provision  of a 
C o u n try  Lend ing  S e rv ic e  and cen tra lised  
services.

The rev iew  process w ill concen trate  on: 
h o w  the grant is spent; the im pact of te ch ­
no logy and the related issues of co n n ec tiv ­
ity, con ten t and train ing; bookstock acq u is i­
tion  standards; serv ices to ind igenous 
com m un ities ; and the rising com m u n ity  d e ­
m and for lib rary services.

The recom m endations from the rev iew , 
expected  in O ctober, w ill help shape the fu­
ture of the public library network in Q u eens­
land acco rd in g  to Q u eens lan d  state lib rar­
ian, D es Stephens.

Art purchases open 
to public scrutiny: Foss
by A n n e  Burns, The W est Australian,
1 4 April

P o lit ic a l in terference in m ajor acqu is itions 
by the W A  Art G a lle y  and M useum  w o u ld  
be exposed to pub lic  scrutiny under leg isla­
tion before State Parliam ent.

If an arts m inister acted  against the ad ­
v ic e  of the g a lle ry  or m useum  ad v iso ry  
boards that ad v ice  w o u ld  have to be tabled 
in both houses of parliam ent under the leg­
islation.

The legislation estab lish ing the m inister 
as the 'o w n e r ' of the state co llec tions  of the 
art ga lley , the m useum  and the Library and 
In fo rm ation  Se rv ices  of W A  has been 
c r iu t ic ised  by arts groups and the State 
o p pposition  for g iv ing  too m uch  p o w er to 
the m inister. M r Foss stated that the leg isla­
tion carried  a safeguard that the boards of 
the three bodies w o u ld  rem ain guardians of 
the co llections .

Storing e-data for e-ternity
by D enis Faye, The Age (M e lbourne ), 4 M ay

The P u b lic  R eco rd  O ff ic e  o f V ic to r ia  w as 
faced  w ith  a de lem m a w h en  the V ic to rian  
G o ve rn m en t com m itted  itself to b ecom ing  
'paperless' —  how  to keep track of the m any 
and va ried  com p uter system s around  the 
state in the hope of storing the inform ation 
they con ta ined .

In April the V ic to rian  E lectron ic  Records 
Strategy (V ER S ) w as launched  to address the 
long-term e-data p reservation  needs of the 
state.

The strategy in vo lves  cap tu ring  e le c ­
tron ic  docu m ents  at the po in t o f creation  
using A d o b e 's  Po rtab le  D o cu m en t Form at 
(PD F).

M etadata  is expressed using ex tensib le  
M arkup  Language (X M L ). The team w h o  de­
ve loped  the stragtegy chose P D F  and X M L  
because the standards are free ly  a va ila b le  
and open. It w as also felt that although the
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formats m ay not be used by future g enera ­
tions it w ill be easy to track dow n  the infor­
m ation needed to create a P D F  v iew e r.

Towards 2000 with a $9m library
by Ben H ooper, The Advertiser, 21 April

A  $9 m illion  upgrade to the Burnside library 
and co m m u n ity  cen tre  w as re cen tly  a p ­
p roved . The upgrade p lans —  in c lu d in g  a 
v illage  green, multi-purpose atrium  and co f­
fee shop —  w e re  approved  by the co u n c il 
after more than tw o  hours debate.

The m anager of the library w as delighted 
w ith  the d ec is io n . She said that m ore than 
seven ty  percen t of the popu ltion  are regis­
tered borrowers and about 1000 peop le v is ­
ited the lib rary every  day.

W o rk  on the p ro ject is due to begin in 
January  2000 and the target com p le tion  date 
is April 2001.

Librarians take on role of internet teachers
The Canberra Chronicle, 13 April

The A C T  governm ent recently  launched  an 
innovative  internet tra in ing centre at Griffith  
library. The n ew  centre w as established as a 
result of custom er dem and  for consisten t, 
professional and quality  training.

B rendan  Sm yth , A C T  U rb an  Se rv ices  
M in ister, said that p eop le  w e re  keen to be 
taught by lib rarians because 'they are skilled 
in exp lain ing  to peop le how  to access infor­
m ation  in p la in , easy to understand  la n ­
guage'.

Courses to be offed at the centre are 'In ­
troduction to the internet'; 'Sea rch ing  the in­
ternet e ffective ly '; and 'U s ing  e lectron ic  mail 
e ffective ly '.

Eros hops into bed with anti-porn senators
by Lauren M artin , The Sydney Morning Her­
ald, 4 M a y

'W h e n  even  the lib rarians turned against 
them  yesterday, the good senators on a c ru ­
sade to censo r smut from the internet 
slum ped, aghast.' A  great beg inn ing  to an 
article about the Senate Select Com m ittee on 
In form ation Technolog ies.

M artin  goes on to say that A L IA  gave 
m uch the same ev idence  as the other experts 
w h o  appeared  before the com m ittee . This 
w a y  that the G o ve rn m en t's  proposal 
w o u ld n 't ach ieve  its laudable aim  of protect­
ing ch ild ren , and futher, w ou ld  degrade the 
internet for students, adults and business.

John T ierney w orries that kids w o u ld  go 
hom e and pore over 'net porn until mum got 
hom e from  w ork , to w h ic h  Senator 
H arrad in e  rep lied  that perhaps m others 
should not w o rk  then. M r T ie rney  then sug­
gested that any mothers working as librarians 
should not be left in charge of the kidd ies! n
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•  22 -26 /8  8th Asian Pacific Special 
Health and Law Librarians conference.
Strait to the future. Wrest Point Hotel Casino, 
Hobart. Contact: Mures Convention Manage­
ment, Victoria Dock, Hobart 7000, ph 03 
6234 1424, fx 03 6234 4464,
conventions@mures.com.au URL http:// 
www.alia.org.au/conferences/strait/
•  6 -8 /9 /99  Reference and Information 
Service section conference. 1999 and Be­
yond —  Partnerships and Paradigms. Hilton 
Hotel, Sydney. Contact: ACM S Conventions & 
Exhibitions Pty Ltd, P0  Box 468, Paddington 
2021, ph 02 9332 4622, fx 02 9332 4066, 
raiss99@acms.com.au http://www.csu.edu. 
au/special/raiss99/
• 8 -1 0 /9  10th ALIA National Library 
Technicians Section conference. Projec­
tions reflections. The Esplanade Hotel, Fre­
mantle, Western Australia. Contact: Anne 
Nicolay, Keynote Conferences, P0  Box 1126, 
W est Leederville 6001, ph 08 9382 3799, fx 
08 9380 4006, keynote@ca.com.au URL 
http://www.ca.com.au/~keynote/conLpge/ 
cnf5libtech.html
•  13-15/10 13th National Cataloguing 
conference. Charting the Information Uni­
verse. Carlton Crest Hotel, Brisbane. Contact: 
Intermedia Convention and Event M anage­
ment, ph 07 3369 0477, fx 07 3369 1512, 
cat99@im.com.au http://www.alia.org.au/ 
sections/cat/conferences/
•  12-13/11 2nd Local Studies confer­
ence. Post haste the millennium: opportuni­
ties and challenges in local studies. Contact: 
Jenni Woodroffe, convenor, ph/fx 08 9367 
4759, jenni@omen.net.au
» 14-17/11 Public Libraries Conference. 
How far have we come... how far can we 
go? Organised by ALIA W A  Public Libraries 
section. Sheraton Perth Hotel, Perth. Contact: 
Promaco Pty Ltd, ph 08 9332 2900, fx 08 
9332 2911, promaco@promaco.com.au URL 
http://www.prom aco.com .au/conference/ 
1999/alia

A l l  incite E v e n ts  are limited to 40 
words maximum and must include: 
date, name o f Division, title o f event, 
theme and key speaker (if relevant), 
venue, time, costs, and a contact 
name with phone and fax numbers.
A L IA  d iv is io n s  should mail, e-mail 
or fax details of forthcoming events 
to the address shown below, or use 
our website electronic form on 
ALIAnet.
N o n - A L IA  e n t r ie s : Send (at a cost o f 
$40 for 40 words) with your complete 
billing details to incite E v e n ts , 
ALIA, PO Box E441, Kingston, ACT 
2604; fax 02 6282 2249, or e-mail 
e v e n ts @ a lia .o rg .a u . An invoice will 
be sent to the address indicated with 
your entry. For a small additional 
cost, your event may be listed on our 
website. Cail for details.

• bullets indicate activities 
organised b y  ALIA  D ivisions
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