
Y o u r vo ice
Winning library
Further to the a rtic le  'Youthfu l 

creations: designs for all ages' in 

inCite, M arch  1998 (p9), the 

C o u n c il has been aw arded  the 

fo llo w in g  arch itectura l aw ard : 

For the Brisbane C ity C ouncil 
Library Services Strategic D irec­

tion  —  Reorganisation and  

Refurbishment Programme; by  

the Royal Australian Institute o f  

Architects Queensland Chapter; 

to the Brisbane C ity Council, 

Architectura l Design Croup.

This m ajor a rch itectu ra l restruc­

ture has co nsequen tly  been 

short-listed for the R A IA  

Q u een s lan d  State A w ard s  in 

M a y  1998 as a Comm endable  

w ork o f architecture in the 

region o f Brisbane, and if su c ­

cessful enters the national final 

in O cto ber.

Th is is high recognition  for the 

w o rk  done in partnership by the 

C o u n c il 's  a rch itect in charge, 

Peter Roy, the m anager, co m ­

m un ity  inform ation and lib rar­

ies, and the ir co lleagues.

R u th  C a m e ro n , B risbane

A question ol image
I am  w riting  to express m y 

co m p le te  d ism ay at the current 

A L IA  Lib rary W e e k  poster en ti­

tled 'T he in cred ib le  lib rary '.

For m e this im age ep itom izes 

the depth of our fear that society 

cann o t accep t us, o r a llo w  us to 
be ourselves w ith in  our profes­

sion.

1. T he  ad itself, and particu la rly  

the dep icted  figure: This figure is 

androgynous. It is the idea lized  

form  of w h a t m ales w an t from  

fem ales in our society today. It 

has large boobs and an un rea lis ­

t ica lly  sm all waist. It has an 

asexual face w ith  no hum anity/ 

persona lity w hatsoever, and 

strong m ale  characteristics in its 

shoulders, arms, and large 

hands. Su ch  a figure personifies 

the m ale  perception  of a fem ale  

as a th ing to be screw ed  (so le ly 

a sexual ob ject), that w ill not 

ch a llen ge  him  persona lly  in an y  
w a y  or form.

This figure has nothing  w h a tso ­

ever to do  w ith  w o m en  w h o  

serve others w ith  the ir k n o w l­

edge, ex perien ce  and skills, and 
bring the ir o w n  personalities 

into the services that they pro ­

v id e  (w h a teve r profession w e  

m ay w o rk  in).

2. T he  issues: L ib rariansh ip  is a 

la rge ly fem a le  profession, and 

m an y of us are m ature w o m en .

If w e  do not dare to be w h o  w e  

are, w ha t are w e ?  If society does 
not care  for o u r serv ice , our 

skills and ab ilities, ex perien ce  

and w isd om , w h a t is society? 

W h a t  are w e  do ing  w ith  a 

'p ro fessional' bo d y  to represent 

us, that does not dare to repre­

sent us as w e  are?

For m e this poster is an apo logy 

for m y ex istence, m y ex peri­

en ce, m y skills, and m y gum p ­
tion. L ib rariansh ip  m ay be 

'd y ing ', in the w a y  that so m any 

of the se rv ice  professions (d o m i­

nated by w o m e n ) are being 

d eva lued , but this is society 's  

prob lem , not ours. W e  cann o t 
go on negating ourse lves be ­

cause  our serv ices and ab ilities 

do not appear in the a cco u n t­

ant's 'bo ttom  line '. It is the 

acco un tin g  that loses touch  w ith  

hum anity , not us.

This figure is inhu m an —  w h a t 
are w e ?

C a th ry n  S peck, P ra h ra n

Larger-than-life librarian
W e 'v e  kn ow n  for a long tim e 

that you have  to be superhum an 

to be a lib rarian  these days. So, 

w h a t fun to d isco ve r 'T he in ­
cred ib le  lib ra ry ' as a special 

ed ition  poster for A ustra lian  
L ib rary  W e e k !

I thought the larger-than-life 

sister o f A rn ie  Schw arzeneg ge r 

w as  a snapp y and  c le ve r w a y  to 

prom ote that things are ch an g ­
ing d o w n  at the local library.

A L W  is all abo u t m arketing, and 

this poster is sure to m ake peo ­

p le th ink tw ice  about libraries 
and librarians. As w e ll, it w ill 

u n dou b ted ly  po larise  op in ion  
betw een  those w h o  love  it and 

those w h o  loathe it. That too, is 
healthy.

I'm  a sci-fi, Term inator fan and 

as soon as I saw  the poster, the 

w ord s 'I 'l l  be b a ck !' cam e  to 

m ind. L ib rarians never fade 

aw ay !

I am  sure you w ill  rece ive  letters 

o f outrage co n cern in g  this 

poster. I thought it w as fun. I

congratu late  A L IA  for taking the 

risk to run w ith  it, and for c h a l­

leng ing the co m p la c e n c y  and 

cau tion  that so often sm others 

adventure  in our profession!

Jan C a e b le r , A d e la id e

Today’s librarian
N o t surprisingly, I have heard 

som e d isparag ing  rem arks about 

all three o f the posters our 

A ssociation  has dec id ed  to use 

for this yea r 's  Austra lian  L ib rary 

W e e k : the 'm o o n scap e ' o n e  is 

inaccu rate , the peop le  one  is 

boring, 'T h e  in cred ib le  lib ra ry ' 

does not dep ict our true profes­
sion.

The 'In c re d ib le  L ib rary happens 

to be m y favourite  o f the three 

posters. I no tice  it is also the 

favourite  o f Senator A lston . The 

poster is today, it is co lou rfu l, 

live ly , eye-catch ing, trendy, and 

attractive. A n d  I do  not use 

these w ord s lightly. I have  the 

three posters hanging from  the 

doors o f the co rrido r to m y 

o ffice  and there is no doubt that 

all w h o  pass just lo ve  'T he  

in cred ib le  lib rary ' —  for all o f 

these reasons.

D are  I tell you that w h en  A L IA  

G e n e ra l C o u n c il and  the Board  

o f Education  a long  w ith  each  of 

the B ranch  Presidents, m et in 
M arch , all but tw o  of those 

present selected 'T h e  in cred ib le  

lib ra ry ' as the ir preferred poster?

There  w ill be m em bers o f our 

profession w h o  w ill  find it 

o ffensive. But there are also 
m an y  o f us w h o  realise a need 

for the attention it d raw s to our 

profession and its p lace  in 

to day 's  society.

O u r  m em bersh ip  is m an y  and 

varied , w h ich  is w h y  w e  do  not 

agree on everyth ing . M a n y  o f us 

are m ature-aged and fem ale.

Bu t I w o u ld  suggest that ours is 

a profession w h ic h  needs to 
d raw  from  socie ty 's  youth . W h a t  

better w a y  to do this than w ith  

the 'in c red ib le  lib ra rian '?

K e rry  S m ith , P erth

Megawoman unchained
'T he  incred ib le  lib ra ry ' im age 

has attracted som e critic ism  as 

be ing not the type o f im age that 

w e  w ish  to p ro ject of the profes­

sion. I th ink that is a m atter o f

personal o p in ion  and I do  not 

agree.

I w o u ld  like to po int out that, 

regarded o b je c tive ly  as a p iece  

o f g rap h ic  design, the poster is 

h igh ly effective. G o o d  g raph ic 

design grabs the attention, 

provokes strong feelings and 
stays in the m em ory  long after 

the orig inal im age has gone.

It is o bv ious from  the am oun t of 

co m m e n t that the poster has 

generated that it's a ch iev in g  one 

aim  —  it is provok ing  strong 

feelings all o ve r the p lace. 

U n fortunate ly , w h en  strong 

feelings are evoked , it is nor­

m a lly  o n ly  the negative ones 

that are expressed. I w o u ld  like 

to try and redress that b a lan ce  a 

little.

The im ages in this poster appeal 

d irec tly  to the young  and avo id  

the stereotyp ica l m iddle-class, 

m iddle-aged concep ts o f the 

second poster in the series 

'L ib raries: Pa th w ays  to K n o w l­

ed ge ' w h ic h  I (again speaking 

persona lly) find m uch m ore 

indigestible.

If I w e re  16, I w o u ld  not be 

d raw n  into m y pu b lic  or school 

lib rary b y  a p icture  of an o b v i­

ous ly  w e ll hee led  m id d le  class 

group, w h o  can  afford the 
m o n ey  to buy laptops and the 

tim e to sit together in fam ilia l 

cosiness im proving  the ir m inds 

—  but 'T he  in cred ib le  lib rary' 

m ight just drag m e in.

I am  not 16 (alas) but I th ink  w e  

need to realise w e  must appeal 

to those w h o  do n 't use our 
serv ices far m ore than those 

w h o  do  —  even  if, in do ing  so, 

w e  d o n 't take ourselves qu ite as 

seriously as som e w o u ld  like. 

Isn 't that w h a t Austra lian  L ib rary 

W e e k  is all about?

V ic k i W ils o n , P erth

Your voice
Your le tters  on any issue o f  
relevance to the lib rary and  
in fo rm atio n  sector are 
welcomed.

All letters should be addressed to the 
inCite editor and may be e-mailed to 
incite@alia.org.au, or faxed to 
02 6282 2249, or posted to: Your voice, 
ALIA, PO Box E441, Kingston ACT 2604. 
Please include your name and postal 
address with your letter or e-mail.
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