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T
he A u s tra lia n  D e s ig n  C a fe  is a s ite  

w h ic h  fe a tu re s  a rt ic le s  o n  d e s ig n , re 

v ie w s  o f  s o ftw a re  to o ls , and  a series o f  

a w a rd s  fo r  g o o d  d e s ig n  (h u rra h !) . It has been 

g o in g  o n ly  s in ce  last A u g u s t, b u t a lre a d y  has 

e s ta b lis h e d  its e lf  as a s ite  to  w a tc h . A  re c e n t 

fe a tu re  w a s  an a r t ic le  c o v e r in g  s ix  s teps to  

w e b s ite  d e s ig n , w r it te n  c le a r ly  and  s e n s ib ly . 

See it a t h t tp : / /w w w .d e s ig n c a fe .c o m .a u /a r t i-  

c le / .

I t  w a s  a  d a r k  a n d  s t o r m y  n i g h t

T h e  E n g lish  D e p a r tm e n t  at San Jose S ta te  

U n iv e rs ity  has fo r  so m e  years  s p o n s o re d  th e  
B u lw e r -L y tto n  F ic t io n  C o n te s t, a to n g u e - in -  

c h e e k  l i te ra r y  c o m p e t i t io n  th a t c h a lle n g e s  

e n tra n ts  to  c o m p o s e  th e  o p e n in g  se n ten ce  to  

th e  w o rs t  o f  a ll p o s s ib le  n o ve ls . H a v e  a lo o k  

a t h t t p : / /w w w .b u lw e r - ly t t o n .c o m /  if  y o u  

d a re .

F r o m  p r i n t  

t o  w e b  t o  p r i n t . . .

D iaz, Karen, ed. R e fe re n c e  s o u rc e s  o n  th e  In t e r n e t :  o f f  th e  s h e l f  a n d  

o n to  th e  w e b . N ew  York: The H aw orth  Press, 1997. 266p w ith  index 
U S $60 hard ISBN 0 7 8 9 0 0 3 5 8 9

O ne feature of the growth of the Internet has been a rash of maga
zines offering huge lists of URLs on a variety o f topics. I have tried  a 
few  but found them  generally unreliab le, w ith  many of the sites hav
ing disappeared between the tim e that they w ere discovered by the  
reporter and the publication of the m agazine. And there is something  
incongruous about a print publication listing online resources in such 
a vo la tile  environm ent. W h ich  is w hy I approached this book w ith  
some caution.

I need not have w orried . This book is a very good publication, and 
covers a broad range of subjects (business and social sciences, hum ani
ties, leisure studies and sciences), but more im portantly the sites which  
it lists have been established for some tim e, have considerable author
ity, and are unlikely to disappear in a hurry. To take United States his
tory as an exam ple, the sites listed are G eorgetow n and Rutgers uni
versities and the US Arm y C enter fo r M ilita ry  H istory.

The first section includes an artic le  on search tools —  covering  
search engines, subject d irectories and review ing services —  and a l
though this inform ation  w ill inevitably change as new services or fea
tures are introduced, it does give an overall assessment of the functions 
of these facilities. Later sections covering broad subjects are subdi
vided (fo r exam ple, international trade, perform ing arts, health and 
m edicine) w ith  a b rie f description o f the content and ownership of 
each site. Finally, there is a com prehensive index which also includes 
each URL, indexed under h ttp : //,  but I am really not sure how useful 
that is. The Internet provides most o f its inform ation in a small number 
of fields, such as popular cu lture and com puting. You w ill not find  
these here, and maybe that reflects a more traditional sense of the ref
erence lib rarian 's  duties. But w ith in  this trad ition a l arena, it is is a 
highly recom m ended resource. ■

G lo b a l  d ig i t a l  l i b r a r y  c o n le r e n c e

B e y o n d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g :  t h e  g l o b a l  d i g i t a l  l i 

b r a r y  w as an in te rn a tio n a l c o n fe re n c e  o rg a n 
ised b y  th e  U K  O ff ic e  o f  L ib ra ry  N e tw o rk in g  

in  June  1 9 9 7 . A t th e  c o n fe re n c e ,  sp e a ke rs  

f ro m  a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld  ( in c lu d in g  se ve ra l 

fro m  A u s tra lia )  ga ve  p re s e n ta tio n s  o n  to p ic s  

c o n c e rn in g  th e  g lo b a l d ig ita l l ib ra ry ,  s c h o l
a rs h ip , a n d  h ig h e r e d u c a tio n . A  re p o rt o f  th e  

p re s e n ta tio n s  g ive n  is n o w  a v a ila b le  at h t tp :/  

/ w w w .  a n u .e d u .a u /c a u l /m ir r o r /g lo b a l / c o n -  

te n t/.

C o d e  o f  c o n d u c t  f o r  I S P s

T h e  A u s tra lia n  In te rn e t In d u s try  A s s o c ia t io n  

has re le a s e d  fo r  c o m m e n t a d ra f t  C o d e  o f  

p r a c t i c e  f o r  I n t e r n e t  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s  at 

h t t p : / / w w w . i  ia . n e t .a u /n e w s /c o d e 3  .h tm  I . 

W h i le  fe w  lib ra r ie s  w i l l  be  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  
A IIA , m a n y  w i l l  be in  the  p o s it io n  o f  o ffe r in g  

In te rn e t  s e rv ic e s  a n d  s h o u ld  th e re fo re  p a y  

c lo s e  a t te n t io n  to  w h a t  th e  c o m m u n ity  is 

c o m in g  to  e x p e c t o f  th is  in d u s try .

T h e  E U L E R  p r o j e c t

EULER (E u ro p e a n  L ib ra r ie s  a n d  E le c tro n ic  

R e so u rce s  in  M a th e m a tic a l S c ie n ce s ) is a 

p ro je c t  b e in g  c o - fu n d e d  b y  th e  E u ro p e a n  
C o m m is s io n  in  th e  T e le m a tic s  fo r  L ib ra r ie s  

s e c to r. It w i l l  p ro v id e  n e tw o rk  based access 

to  m a th e m a tic a l p u b l ic a t io n s ,  in te g ra t in g  

b ib l io g r a p h ic  d a ta b a se s , l ib r a r y  O P A C s , 
e le c t ro n ic  jo u rn a ls  fro m  a c a d e m ic  p u b lis h 

ers, o n lin e  a rc h iv e s  o f  p re p r in ts  a n d  g re y  l i t 

e ra tu re ,  a n d  in d e x e s  o f  m a th e m a tic a l 

In te rn e t reso u rce s . A  c o m m o n  user in te rfa c e  
—  th e  EULER E ng ine  —  w i l l  assist th e  user in 

s e a rc h in g  fo r  re le v a n t to p ic s  in  a ll sou rces  at 

o n c e . F or m o re  in fo rm a t io n ,  see h t tp : / /  
w w w .e m is .d e /p ro je c ts /E U L E R /.

A l e r t b o x
A le r tb o x  is a c o lu m n  p u b lis h e d  e v e ry  fo r t 

n ig h t  b y  w e b  u s e a b i l i ty  e x p e r t ,  Jakob  
N ie ls e n , o f  Sun M ic ro s y s te m s . R e ce n t n o ta 

b le  c o lu m n s  in c lu d e  th e  O c to b e r  1 9 9 7  

R e a d i n g  o n  t h e  w e b  (a p p a re n t ly  w e  d o n 't  

re a d  —  w e  scan ) a n d  T h e  c a s e  f o r  

m i c r o p a y m e n t s  in Ja n u a ry  1 9 9 8 . H e  k n o w s  

w h a t  h e 's  ta lk in g  a b o u t a n d  he  w r ite s  w e l l .  

It s h o u ld  be  n o te d  th a t h is  a d v ic e  w a s  ta ke n  

in  th e  fo rm a t iv e  d e s ig n  o f  A L IA n e t, a n d  lin k s  

fro m  th e  A L IA n e t te c h n ic a l no tes  page (h ttp :/  
/w w w .  a I ia .o rg .a u /te c h  n ic a l.n o te s .h tm l)  re fe r 

to  Ja kobs  w o r k .  See th e  c o lu m n  a t h t tp : / /  

w w w .u s e it .c o m /a le r tb o x / .

A B A  T a s k  F o r c e  a c t i v i t y

D e re k  W h ite h e a d  fro m  th e  S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f  

V ic to r ia  has been  a p p o in te d  to  th e  A u s tra l
ian  B ro a d c a s tin g  A u th o r i ty 's  T ask  F o rce  o n  

C h i ld r e n  a n d  C o n te n t  O n l in e ,  a n d  has re 

p o rte d  o n  th e  Task F o rce 's  e a r ly  w o rk .  T h e  

so rt o f  issues th a t th e y  are lo o k in g  a t in c lu d e
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http://www.designcafe.com.au/arti-cle/
http://www.designcafe.com.au/arti-cle/
http://www.bulwer-lytton.com/
http://www.i
http://www.emis.de/projects/EULER/
http://www.useit.com/alertbox/

