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T
he A u s tra lia n  D e s ig n  C a fe  is a s ite  

w h ic h  fe a tu re s  a rt ic le s  o n  d e s ig n , re ­

v ie w s  o f  s o ftw a re  to o ls , and  a series o f  

a w a rd s  fo r  g o o d  d e s ig n  (h u rra h !) . It has been 

g o in g  o n ly  s in ce  last A u g u s t, b u t a lre a d y  has 

e s ta b lis h e d  its e lf  as a s ite  to  w a tc h . A  re c e n t 

fe a tu re  w a s  an a r t ic le  c o v e r in g  s ix  s teps to  

w e b s ite  d e s ig n , w r it te n  c le a r ly  and  s e n s ib ly . 

See it a t h t tp : / /w w w .d e s ig n c a fe .c o m .a u /a r t i-  

c le / .

I t  w a s  a  d a r k  a n d  s t o r m y  n i g h t

T h e  E n g lish  D e p a r tm e n t  at San Jose S ta te  

U n iv e rs ity  has fo r  so m e  years  s p o n s o re d  th e  
B u lw e r -L y tto n  F ic t io n  C o n te s t, a to n g u e - in -  

c h e e k  l i te ra r y  c o m p e t i t io n  th a t c h a lle n g e s  

e n tra n ts  to  c o m p o s e  th e  o p e n in g  se n ten ce  to  

th e  w o rs t  o f  a ll p o s s ib le  n o ve ls . H a v e  a lo o k  

a t h t t p : / /w w w .b u lw e r - ly t t o n .c o m /  if  y o u  

d a re .

F r o m  p r i n t  

t o  w e b  t o  p r i n t . . .

D iaz, Karen, ed. R e fe re n c e  s o u rc e s  o n  th e  In t e r n e t :  o f f  th e  s h e l f  a n d  

o n to  th e  w e b . N ew  York: The H aw orth  Press, 1997. 266p w ith  index 
U S $60 hard ISBN 0 7 8 9 0 0 3 5 8 9

O ne feature of the growth of the Internet has been a rash of maga­
zines offering huge lists of URLs on a variety o f topics. I have tried  a 
few  but found them  generally unreliab le, w ith  many of the sites hav­
ing disappeared between the tim e that they w ere discovered by the  
reporter and the publication of the m agazine. And there is something  
incongruous about a print publication listing online resources in such 
a vo la tile  environm ent. W h ich  is w hy I approached this book w ith  
some caution.

I need not have w orried . This book is a very good publication, and 
covers a broad range of subjects (business and social sciences, hum ani­
ties, leisure studies and sciences), but more im portantly the sites which  
it lists have been established for some tim e, have considerable author­
ity, and are unlikely to disappear in a hurry. To take United States his­
tory as an exam ple, the sites listed are G eorgetow n and Rutgers uni­
versities and the US Arm y C enter fo r M ilita ry  H istory.

The first section includes an artic le  on search tools —  covering  
search engines, subject d irectories and review ing services —  and a l­
though this inform ation  w ill inevitably change as new services or fea­
tures are introduced, it does give an overall assessment of the functions 
of these facilities. Later sections covering broad subjects are subdi­
vided (fo r exam ple, international trade, perform ing arts, health and 
m edicine) w ith  a b rie f description o f the content and ownership of 
each site. Finally, there is a com prehensive index which also includes 
each URL, indexed under h ttp : //,  but I am really not sure how useful 
that is. The Internet provides most o f its inform ation in a small number 
of fields, such as popular cu lture and com puting. You w ill not find  
these here, and maybe that reflects a more traditional sense of the ref­
erence lib rarian 's  duties. But w ith in  this trad ition a l arena, it is is a 
highly recom m ended resource. ■

G lo b a l  d ig i t a l  l i b r a r y  c o n le r e n c e

B e y o n d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g :  t h e  g l o b a l  d i g i t a l  l i ­

b r a r y  w as an in te rn a tio n a l c o n fe re n c e  o rg a n ­
ised b y  th e  U K  O ff ic e  o f  L ib ra ry  N e tw o rk in g  

in  June  1 9 9 7 . A t th e  c o n fe re n c e ,  sp e a ke rs  

f ro m  a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld  ( in c lu d in g  se ve ra l 

fro m  A u s tra lia )  ga ve  p re s e n ta tio n s  o n  to p ic s  

c o n c e rn in g  th e  g lo b a l d ig ita l l ib ra ry ,  s c h o l­
a rs h ip , a n d  h ig h e r e d u c a tio n . A  re p o rt o f  th e  

p re s e n ta tio n s  g ive n  is n o w  a v a ila b le  at h t tp :/  

/ w w w .  a n u .e d u .a u /c a u l /m ir r o r /g lo b a l / c o n -  

te n t/.

C o d e  o f  c o n d u c t  f o r  I S P s

T h e  A u s tra lia n  In te rn e t In d u s try  A s s o c ia t io n  

has re le a s e d  fo r  c o m m e n t a d ra f t  C o d e  o f  

p r a c t i c e  f o r  I n t e r n e t  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s  at 

h t t p : / / w w w . i  ia . n e t .a u /n e w s /c o d e 3  .h tm  I . 

W h i le  fe w  lib ra r ie s  w i l l  be  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  
A IIA , m a n y  w i l l  be in  the  p o s it io n  o f  o ffe r in g  

In te rn e t  s e rv ic e s  a n d  s h o u ld  th e re fo re  p a y  

c lo s e  a t te n t io n  to  w h a t  th e  c o m m u n ity  is 

c o m in g  to  e x p e c t o f  th is  in d u s try .

T h e  E U L E R  p r o j e c t

EULER (E u ro p e a n  L ib ra r ie s  a n d  E le c tro n ic  

R e so u rce s  in  M a th e m a tic a l S c ie n ce s ) is a 

p ro je c t  b e in g  c o - fu n d e d  b y  th e  E u ro p e a n  
C o m m is s io n  in  th e  T e le m a tic s  fo r  L ib ra r ie s  

s e c to r. It w i l l  p ro v id e  n e tw o rk  based access 

to  m a th e m a tic a l p u b l ic a t io n s ,  in te g ra t in g  

b ib l io g r a p h ic  d a ta b a se s , l ib r a r y  O P A C s , 
e le c t ro n ic  jo u rn a ls  fro m  a c a d e m ic  p u b lis h ­

ers, o n lin e  a rc h iv e s  o f  p re p r in ts  a n d  g re y  l i t ­

e ra tu re ,  a n d  in d e x e s  o f  m a th e m a tic a l 

In te rn e t reso u rce s . A  c o m m o n  user in te rfa c e  
—  th e  EULER E ng ine  —  w i l l  assist th e  user in 

s e a rc h in g  fo r  re le v a n t to p ic s  in  a ll sou rces  at 

o n c e . F or m o re  in fo rm a t io n ,  see h t tp : / /  
w w w .e m is .d e /p ro je c ts /E U L E R /.

A l e r t b o x
A le r tb o x  is a c o lu m n  p u b lis h e d  e v e ry  fo r t ­

n ig h t  b y  w e b  u s e a b i l i ty  e x p e r t ,  Jakob  
N ie ls e n , o f  Sun M ic ro s y s te m s . R e ce n t n o ta ­

b le  c o lu m n s  in c lu d e  th e  O c to b e r  1 9 9 7  

R e a d i n g  o n  t h e  w e b  (a p p a re n t ly  w e  d o n 't  

re a d  —  w e  scan ) a n d  T h e  c a s e  f o r  

m i c r o p a y m e n t s  in Ja n u a ry  1 9 9 8 . H e  k n o w s  

w h a t  h e 's  ta lk in g  a b o u t a n d  he  w r ite s  w e l l .  

It s h o u ld  be  n o te d  th a t h is  a d v ic e  w a s  ta ke n  

in  th e  fo rm a t iv e  d e s ig n  o f  A L IA n e t, a n d  lin k s  

fro m  th e  A L IA n e t te c h n ic a l no tes  page (h ttp :/  
/w w w .  a I ia .o rg .a u /te c h  n ic a l.n o te s .h tm l)  re fe r 

to  Ja kobs  w o r k .  See th e  c o lu m n  a t h t tp : / /  

w w w .u s e it .c o m /a le r tb o x / .

A B A  T a s k  F o r c e  a c t i v i t y

D e re k  W h ite h e a d  fro m  th e  S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f  

V ic to r ia  has been  a p p o in te d  to  th e  A u s tra l­
ian  B ro a d c a s tin g  A u th o r i ty 's  T ask  F o rce  o n  

C h i ld r e n  a n d  C o n te n t  O n l in e ,  a n d  has re ­

p o rte d  o n  th e  Task F o rce 's  e a r ly  w o rk .  T h e  

so rt o f  issues th a t th e y  are lo o k in g  a t in c lu d e
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ratings systems, filtering, hotlines for report­
ing possible illegal content on websites, edu ­
cation  cam paigns, and industry codes. The 
w o rk  of the Task Force w ill be com pleted  in 
June.

DigiNews
R L G 's  D ig iN e w s ,  the w eb-based q uarte rly  
newsletter, enters its second year of pu b lica ­
tion w ith  a new  format —  both in publishing 
and ap pea rance . It w ill  be pub lished  six 
tim es each  year. The latest issue conta ins a 
feature a rtic le  by M ich a e l Lesk on curren t 
research into the indexing of images through 
m ech an ised  im age ana lys is , and a m ore 
te ch n ica l a rt ic le  by D on  W ill ia m s  of 
Eastm an Kodak  C o m p a n y  on m odu la tion  
transfer function (M TF), w h ich  he c la im s is a 
superio r w a y  to sp ec ify  spatia l reso lution  
com p ared  to o ther m ethods such as dots- 
per-inch or visual bar target readings. It also 
has a current ca lend ar of events, project an ­
nouncem ents, re levant w eb  sites and Part II 
o f a F A Q  about free d ig ital p reservation  
new sle tters and jou rnals . See  it at http:// 
w w w .rlg .org/preserv/dig inew s/.

OLS on the web
The Q L S  G ro u p  of lib rary  supp liers , w ith  
m em ber organisations in Q ueens land , N ew  
South W a le s , South Australia  and the N orth ­
ern Territo ry , has a n ew  w ebs ite  at http:// 
w w w .q ls .n e t.au . I particu larly  liked their use 
of the signpost for nav igating  around  the 
pages.

LIBRES
It has been a w h ile  since I looked L IBR ES , an 
e le c tro n ic , p eer-review ed , in ternational 
scho la rly  journal devoted to lib rary and in ­
form ation sc ience research. M y  recent inter­
est w as sparked by a note from Kerry Sm ith, 
past A L IA  president and now  the jou rn a l's  
editor-in-chief. It curren tly  appears tw ic e  a 
year and each  issue covers top ics such as: 
research and app lica tions; news, meetings, 
essays and o p in ion s; re v iew s  of print and 
e lec tro n ic  resources; and pre-print and ab ­
stracts d istribution. It can be found at http:// 
w w w .curtin .edu.au/curtin/dept/sils/libres/.

Academic authors’ 
draft declaration
The U K  A uthors ' L icensing  and C o llec tin g  
Society  has taken a stand on the issues relat­
ing to the creation , d istribution, ow nersh ip  
and eco n o m ics  of s ch o la rly  in fo rm ation . 
T he ir dec la ra tion  at h ttp ://w w w .alcs.co .uk/ 
d ec la ra tio n .h tm  w as in itia ted  at a specia l 
meeting last N ovem ber. An exam ple of their 
a ttitude is: 'A c a d e m ic  authors should  not 
assign copyright in either print or e lectron ic  
versions of their w ork  to publishers. Instead 
of assigning cop yrigh t they should  license

the use of their works "n a rro w ly ". Every right 
should be specified and licensed ind ividua lly  
o ve r a fixed term and in defined form ats.'

If you take into accoun t recent action  by 
D u tch  and G erm an  lib raries and the A R L , 
there is a lot about to happen in acad em ic  
publish ing.

Latest on metadata
In D ecem ber 1997, a metadata workshop or­
gan ised  by the Eu ropean  C o m m iss ion  
D G X III/E4  took p lace  in Luxem bourg. It con ­
sisted of a tutorial led by the U K  O ffice  for 
Library and Inform ation N etw orking, presen­
tations of current projects in Scand inavia  and 
the U K , and three breakout sessions on 
m etadata creation , harvesting, and retrieval. 
T h e  report o f the w o rkshop , together w ith  
slides and project presentations can be seen 
at h ttp ://hosted.ukoln.ac.uk/ec/m etadata- 
1997/.

Chinese library 
information processing
Aris ing  from the Sem inar on C h inese  In for­
m ation  Processing  in L ib raries (http:// 
Iibrary.ust.hk/scip98/) held at the H ong Kong 
U n iv e rs ity  of S c ie n c e  and T e ch n o lo g y  in 
January, a list (L IB-C H IN ESE ) has been estab­
lished to d iscuss the top ic . To subscribe , 
send a message to listserv@ scip .ust.hk w ith  
s u b s c r i b e  l i b - c h i n e s e  as the message.

Computing and
the humanities roundtable
The Am erican  C oun c il of Learned Societies 
has released as an occasional paper, a report 
of 'Com puting  and the hum anities: prom ise 
and prospects', a m eeting held in M arch
1997. It concen trated  on the interests and 
m ethodologies of com puter scientists and 
humanists, looked at factors that shape how  
the different com m unities pursue their inter­
ests, and finished with a discussion on how  to 
ach ieve  additional better interaction among 
the groups. H av in g  seen at the 1996 A C M  
D ig ita l Libraries con ference  how  far apart 
these com m unities cou ld  be, I congratulate 
the organisers on this endeavour. The paper 
is at http://www.acls.org/op41-i.htm

Virtual library instruction
A  recent posting to a list enquired about 'v ir ­
tual re ference and instructiona l se rv ices '. 
O n e  of the responses po in ted  to http:// 
d ib n er.p o ly .ed u  the D ib ne r L ib ra ry  of S c i­
en ce  of Techno logy  at Po ly te ch n ic  U n iv e r ­
sity in N ew  York. The ir In form ation Literacy 
C en ter features (am ong o ther things) an 
on line  prim er on h o w  to do basic research 
w ith  hints on dos and don'ts and a guide to 
the library's resources, both on paper and on 
C D - R O M . ■

Academ ic authors 
should no t assign  

copyright in  either 
p n n t or electronic 

versions o f their 
work to publishers. 

Instead  . . .  they  
should license the 

iuie o f their 
w orks...

The ALIA home pages and 

the ALIA web service, 
ALIAnet, can be found at the 

following URL: 
http://www.alia.org.au/

S A V E  YO URSELF  
THE TROUBLE O F  

TY P IN G  THESE  
URLS!

This column (with associated 

hyperlinks) is on ALIAnet, 

and has the URL of 
http://www.alia.org.au/ 

incite/wwww/

[Please note that full-stops at 
the end of any URL or e-mail 
addresses, or underlines, 
appearing in inCite should 

NOT be used]

Contributions and 

suggestions for this column 

are always welcome. Please 

e-mail Kerry Webb at
kerry.webb@alianet.alia.org.au 

or via the ALIA National 
Office, incite@alia.org.au
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