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Sant A nge lo  C o llege . C o n tact: 
A n d re w  Barber, ph 02 9 S19  
1544, ib ra ry@ new ton-pah . 
dse.nsw .edu.au

• 19/5 N S W  B ra n c h  co u n c il 
m e e t in g . State Library of N SW , 
Je an  G arling  Room , M acq uarie  
Street, Sydney, 6pm . O bservers 
w elco m e. Contact: Jo-anne Full­
er, ph 02 9906 6000, fx 02 9906 
5987, jo jo1@ ozem ail.com .au

20/5 K e e p in g  u p  w ith  in te rn e t  
d e v e lo p m e n ts .  U N S W , School 
o f In fo rm ation , L ibrary and A r ­
chive Studies. Contact: M aureen 
Henninger, ph 02 9385 3589, fx 
02 9385 3430, M .H e n n in g e r 
@ u n sw .edu.au

• 23/5 N S W  S c h o o l L ib ra r ie s  
s e c t io n . P o w e r p o in t  p r e s e n t a ­

t io n s .  Venue: M acquarie  Un iver­
sity Library, Inform ation Technol­
ogy Training Unit. Contact: Ailsa 
H o lm es-W alker, ph 02 9781 
3541, ailm uirf@ ozem ail.com .au

6-20/7 R e - e n try  sk ills  fo r  l i ­
b ra r ia n s ,  w e e k  1 U N S W , 
Schoo l o f In fo rm ation , L ibrary 
and A rch ive  Stud ies. C o n tact: 
M au reen  Henninger, ph 02 9385 
3589, fx 02 9385 3430,
M .H enn inger@ unsw .edu .au

• 20/6 N S W  S c h o o l L ib ra r ie s  
s e c tio n . N e w  T e c h n o lo g y .

•  12/9 N S W  S c h o o l L ib ra r ie s
se c tio n . W r i te  y o u r  o w n  r e p o r t  

c a r d :  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d  th e  

s c h o o l  l ib r a r y .  C o n tact: Ian
M cLean , ph 02 9886 7501, 
m clean i@ gw ise.dse.nsw .edu .au

• 7/11 N S W  S c h o o l L ib ra r ie s
sec tio n . C o n s e r v in g  th e  p a s t  f o r  

t h e  f u t u r e  —  a r c h iv e s  in  s c h o o l  

l ib r a r ie s .  C ontact: Ailsa Holmes- 
W a lk e r, ph 02 9781 3541,
ilm u irf@ ozem ail.com .au

Q l d
•  23/4 Q ld  S p e c ia l L ib ra r ie s  
s e c t io n . In ternationa l special li­
b ra rian 's  day. Qld A rt Gallery , 
plus optional tour of Q A G  Library 
or G o lden  A ge  of Dutch A rt ex­
hibition, 12 2pm. Lunch —  $14 
A L IA  m em bers, $16 non-m em ­
bers Co n tact M aree  Pickering, ph 
07 3224  4688, m aree.p ickering  
@ prem iers. qld. gov.au

• 3-9/5 Q ld  S p e c ia l L ib ra r ie s  
a n d  L ib r a r y  T e c h n ic ia n  s e c ­
t io n s .  Specia ls  and Techn icians 
go w est fo r A ustra lian  Library 
W ee k . Quiz night in T oow oom b a 
—  8/5. Techn icians visit —  9/5.
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T h e  A u s t r a l i a n  

L i b r a r i e s  G a t e w a y

A one-stop-shop for Australian libraries

T
he A u s tra l ia n  L ib ra r ie s  G a te w a y  is a 

n e w  w e b -b a s e d  d ir e c to r y  s e rv ic e  

w h ic h  im p ro v e s  access to  in fo rm a t io n  

a b o u t A u s tra lia 's  lib ra r ie s . T h e  N a t io n a l L i­
b ra ry  o f  A u s tra lia  is d e v e lo p in g  th e  A u s tra l­

ia n  L ib ra r ie s  G a te w a y  s e rv ic e  th ro u g h  a 

p ro je c t  w h ic h  has be e n  fu n d e d  b y  th e  C o m ­
m o n w e a lth  D e p a rtm e n t o f  C o m m u n ic a t io n s  

and  th e  A rts . T he  p ro je c t  is a key  p a rt o f  A u s ­

t r a l ia 's  C u ltu ra l N e tw o rk  (h t tp : / /  

w w w .a c n .n e t .a u ), a w e b -b a s e d  s e rv ic e  

w h ic h  a im s  to  be  'th e  best p la c e  to  s ta rt ' fo r  

a n y o n e  in te re s te d  in  A u s tra lia n  c u ltu re .  T he  

f irs t re lease  o f  th e  A u s tra lia n  L ib ra r ie s  G a te ­

w a y  w e b s ite  c a n  be  fo u n d  a t h t tp : / /  

w w w .n la .g o v .a u / l ib r a r ie s . T h e  s ite  w i l l  d e ­

l iv e r  a n o ta b le  im p ro v e m e n t to  th e  N a t io n a l 

L ib ra r y  o f  A u s tra l ia 's  in f ra s t ru c tu re  in  th e  

a rea  o f  d ire c to ry  se rv ices .

A m o n g  o th e r  th in g s , th e  A u s tra l ia n  L i­

b ra r ie s  G a te w a y  a im s  to  be  a d ir e c to r y  o f  

c u r re n t  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t e v e ry  l ib r a r y  in  

A u s tra l ia  —  th e re  a re  p re s e n t ly  m o re  th a n  

2 0 0 0  lib ra r ie s  in  th e  d a tab a se . Its g o a l is to  

be a 'o n e -s to p -s h o p ' fo r  A u s tra lia n  lib ra r ie s  

a n d  a v ita l to o l fo r  b o th  A u s tra lia n  and  in te r ­

n a t io n a l users.

T he  d a ta  c o n ta in e d  in th e  A u s tra lia n  L i­

b ra rie s  G a te w a y  d a tabase  has p r im a r i ly  been 

e x tra c te d  fro m  th e  In te r l ib r a ry  R e so u rce  
S h a rin g  D ire c to ry  (a d ire c to ry  o f  in fo rm a t io n  

a b o u t l ib ra r ie s  th a t p a r t ic ip a te  in  in te r l ib ra ry  

lo a n ), a n d  fro m  th e  A u s tra lia n  L ib ra r ie s  d a ­
ta b ase  o n  th e  SunSITE at th e  A u s tra lia n  N a ­

t io n a l U n iv e rs ity ,  m a in ta in e d  b y  M a rk  

N e a rh o s .

So fa r, th e  A u s tra lia n  L ib ra r ie s  G a te w a y  

ca n  h e lp  users to :

•  f in d  a ll th e  lib ra r ie s  in  a d e fin e d  lo c a l area 

( th e ir  add ress , p h o n e  n u m b e r  a n d  access 

c o n d it io n s ) ;

•  lo c a te  a ll th e  p u b lic ,  u n iv e rs ity  o r  h e a lth  

l ib ra r ie s  in  A u s tra lia  o r  ju s t th o se  in  a p a r­

t ic u la r  re g io n  o f  A u s tra lia ;

•  sea rch  th e  ca ta lo g u e s  o f  l ib ra r ie s  th ro u g h ­

o u t A u s tra lia ;

•  l in k  to  th e  w e b s ite  o f  a l ib ra ry  a n d  th u s  
d is c o v e r  th e  reso u rce s  it p ro v id e s  a n d  th e  

se rv ic e s  it o ffe rs ; and

•  access A u s tra lia 's  c u ltu ra l h e rita g e  v ia  o n ­

lin e  e x h ib it io n s ,  e ve n ts  and im a g e  c o l le c ­

t io n s .

B e fo re  A u g u s t 19 9 8 , s ite  d e v e lo p e rs  in ­

te n d  to  c re a te  a m e c h a n is m  fo r  d is c o v e r in g  

w h ic h  A u s tra lia n  lib ra r ie s  have  g o o d , sp e ­

c i f ic  rese a rch  c o lle c t io n s  (m a k in g  use o f  th e

A u s tra lia n  C o n sp e c tu s  in fo rm a t io n )  and  p ro ­

v id e  lin k s  to  c o lle c t io n s  o f  use fu l in fo rm a tio n  

m a in ta in e d  o n  l ib ra ry  w e b s ite s .

H o w  w i l l  t h e

G a t e w a y  r e m a i n  c u r r e n t ?

W h ile  th e  s ite  res ides at th e  N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  

o f  A u s tra lia ,  a ll A u s tra lia n  l ib ra r ie s  h a ve  a 

ro le  to  p la y  in  m a in ta in in g  th e  A u s tra lia n  L i­

b ra r ie s  G a te w a y . In d iv id u a l l ib ra r ie s  m a in ­

ta in  th e  c u r re n c y  o f  th e  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t 

th e ir  o w n  l ib ra ry .  T h e  'u s e fu l re s o u rc e s ' are 

m a in ta in e d  b y  lib ra r ie s  a n d  o th e r  o rg a n is a ­
tio n s  th ro u g h o u t A u s tra lia  (the G a te w a y  s im ­

p ly  lin k s  to  these  re so u rce s  a n d  serves as an 

a lte rn a t iv e  a n d  c e n tra l p o in t  o f  access). 
T h e re  is a fo rm  o n  th e  s ite  th a t a l lo w s  fo r  

o n lin e  u p d a t in g  o f  in fo rm a t io n .

G u i d e l i n e s  f o r  l i b r a r y  w e b s i t e s

M u c h  o f  th e  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t A u s tra l ia 's  

l ib ra r ie s  is fo u n d  o n  in d iv id u a l l ib ra ry  

w e b s ite s . A s p a rt o f  th e  G a te w a y s  p ro je c t ,  

th e  N a t io n a l L ib ra ry  o f  A u s tra lia  has p ro ­
d u c e d  a sh o rt d o c u m e n t e n tit le d  Draft guide­
lines fo r the con tent o f  lib ra ry  websites, 
w h ic h  is a c c e s s ib le  at h t tp : / /w w w .n la .g o v . 

a u / lib ra r ie s /g u id e lin e s .h tm l. These g u id e lin e s  

a re  in te n d e d  to  im p ro v e  th e  a v a i la b i l i t y  o f  
in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t th e  use o f  l ib ra r ie s  b y  th e  

g e n e ra l p u b lic .  H o w e v e r ,  as th e  g u id e lin e s  

a re  c u r re n t ly  in d ra f t  fo rm a t, y o u r  fe e d b a c k  

is s o u g h t to  shape  th e m  in to  a u se fu l d o c u ­

m e n t.

D i r e c t o r y  o f  Z 3 9 . 5 0  t a r g e t s

T h e  A u s tra l ia n  L ib ra r ie s  G a te w a y  s e rv ic e  

a im s  to  p ro v id e  access to  l ib ra ry  ca ta lo g u e s , 
as w e l l  as w e b s ite s  a n d  o th e r  in fo rm a t io n  

a b o u t l ib ra r ie s . A cce ss  to  l ib ra ry  c a ta lo g u e s  

is a lso  b e in g  im p ro v e d  th ro u g h  th e  Z 3 9 .5 0  
s ta n d a rd  se a rch  p ro to c o l.  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  a 

D ir e c to r y  o f  Z 3 9 .5 0  ta rg e ts  in  A u s tra lia  is 

in c lu d e d  as p a rt o f  th e  A u s tra lia n  L ib ra r ie s  

G a te w a y  s ite . If y o u r  l ib r a ry  has a Z 3 9 .5 0  

se rv e r, p le a s e  c o n t r ib u te  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  

te c h n ic a l in fo rm a t io n  to  th is  p a rt o f  th e  s ite  

a t h t tp : / /w w w .n la .g o v .a u / l ib ra r ie s /z 3 9 5 0 .

H a v e  y o u r  s a y

Y o u  a re  in v ite d  to  v is it  th is  s ite , a n d  to  p ro ­

v id e  c o m m e n ts  a b o u t it. L ib ra ry  s ta ff are  e n ­

c o u ra g e d  to  c o n tr ib u te  to  th e  im p ro v e m e n t 

o f  th e  s ite , th ro u g h  th e  p ro v is io n  o f  a cc u ra te  

d a ta  a b o u t th e ir  l ib ra ry .  Y ou  a re  e n c o u ra g e d  

to  p a r t ic ip a te  in th is  im p o r ta n t in it ia t iv e  as it 

has g re a t p o te n t ia l as a to o l fo r  A u s tra lia n  

a n d  in te rn a t io n a l users, fo r  l ib r a r y  p ro fe s ­

s io n a ls  a n d  fo r  th e  g e n e ra l p u b l ic .  C o n ta c t 

L e a n n e  B ra n d is , A L G  p ro je c t  o f f ic e r ,  t e l ­

e p h o n e  0 2  6 2 6 2  1 5 7 5 , o r  e -m a il

lb ra n d is @ n la .g o v .a u . ■

24 / / /  f W * ' April 1998

mailto:jojo1@ozemail.com.au
mailto:ailmuirf@ozemail.com.au
mailto:M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au
mailto:mcleani@gwise.dse.nsw.edu.au
mailto:ilmuirf@ozemail.com.au
http://www.acn.net.au
http://www.nla.gov.au/libraries
http://www.nla.gov
http://www.nla.gov.au/libraries/z3950
mailto:lbrandis@nla.gov.au

