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A

u s tra lia 's  l ib ra ry  c o m m u n ity  is 
re s p o n d in g  to  th e  o p p o r tu n i ­

t ie s  o f  th e  ' in f o r m a t io n  a g e ' 

w i th  v i t a l i t y  a n d  d y n a m is m .

T h e

ALIA's Western Australia A u s tr ia n  Li­
brary Week Committee posed the follow- *  
ing question to  Bill G ates -in  The  

W e ek en d  A ustra lian ;d

Thetneffte for A u ^p ttfttb ra ryA V eek  in 
May thifT^ar is P athw ays to  kn ow ledge . 

As information professionals we are en­
g a g e d  creating new pathways to 
knowledge throjjgh Jthe use of digital 
technologies and the world wide web. 
We know that you have a major interest 
nrand are a greaf^M borter oflibraries

in the US. What is your vision of 
ture in the digitaf World?

" Y o u 'r e  r ig h t .  I a m  in v o lv e d  w i th  
fu r ie s  in  th e  U S. M y  g o a l in  d o in g  

e n su re  th a t  p e o p le  o f  a ll c o m -

rm u m tiE 5 "~ n a ve  a cce ss  to  p e rs o n a l 

c o m p u te rs  a n d  th e  In te rn e t .  I see i t  
as a g re a t e q u a lis e r  a n d  an  o p p o r tu ­

n i ty  fo r  p e o p le  to  re a c h  o u t  a n d  have  
th f tA V Q |k |a t  t h e ir  f in g e r t ip s ,  to  seek 

o u t  i f f l r ^ h a r e  in fo r m a t io n  a n d  to  
le a rn  t h r o d ^ f m f t  j ^ j y r  - live s . I c a ll 

^ f f f a t  a c o l le c te d  le a rn in g  e n v ir o n ­

m e n t . . . " ^ .  f t

Q  &  A

w i t h  B i l l  G a t e s
The W e e k e n d  A ustra lian , 14 March 1998

M r Gates' answer was 
most encouraging:

w il l in g n e s s  o f  l ib r a r ie s  to  

s h a re  re s o u rc e s  a n d  th e ir  

c o m m itm e n t  to  p la c in g  A u s ­

t r a l ia n  m a te r ia l  o n l in e  is to  

b e  a p p la u d e d .  T h e  b e n e f its  

w i l l  b e  e n jo y e d  b y  m a n y  

A u s tra lia n s .

A s  l ib r a r ie s  c o n t in u e  to  

s h a re  re s o u rc e s  a n d  c o n t r ib ­
u te  to  th e  in fo r m a t io n  

e c o n o m y , A u s tra lia n s  a re  in ­
c re a s in g ly  tu rn in g  to  th e m  as 

a s o u rc e  o f  in f o r m a t io n  v ia  

th e  In te rn e t ,  as w e l l  as a 

s o u rc e  o f  l i te ra tu re .

T h is  y e a r 's  A u s t ra l ia n  L i­

b ra r y  W e e k  th e m e  —  p a th ­
ways to k n o w le d g e  —  is a 

n o t io n  th is  G o v e r n m e n t  is 
c o m m it te d  to , p a r t ic u la r ly  in  

te rm s  o f  d e v e lo p in g  a n d  e n ­

h a n c in g  o n l in e  a c t iv i t y .

T h e  F e d e ra l G o v e rn m e n t  

has b e e n  in v o lv e d  in  m a jo r  
in it ia t iv e s  th a t a l lo w  A u s t r a l­

ians  —  y o u n g , o ld  a n d  in -b e ­

tw e e n  —  to  ta p  in to ,  a n d  

ta k e  f u l l  a d v a n ta g e  o f  th e  

b e n e f its  o f  a d v a n c e d  in f o r ­

m a t io n  te c h n o lo g ie s .

A u s t r a l ia 's  C u l tu r a l  N e t ­

w o r k ,  an  In te rn e t  g a te w a y  to  

A u s t ra l ia 's  c u ltu ra l o rg a n is a ­

t io n s ,  re s o u rc e s , a c t iv i t ie s  
a n d  e v e n ts , la u n c h e d  e a r l ie r  

th is  m o n th ,  is a g re a t e x a m ­

p le .

A n  im p o r ta n t  a s p e c t  o f  

A u s t ra l ia 's  C u ltu ra l N e tw o r k  

is e n c o u r a g in g  p ro je c ts  th a t  

s h o w c a s e  th e  use  o f  o n l in e  

te c h n o lo g ie s  in  A u s t r a l ia 's  

c u ltu ra l c o m m u n it y  —  s u ch  

as th e  A u s t r a l ia n  L ib ra r ie s  

G a te w a y  a n d  th e  A u s t ra l ia n  

M u s e u m s  O n  L in e  (A M O L ) .

O n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  A u s t r a l­
ia n  l ib r a r y  c o m m u n i t y ,  th e  

N a t io n a l L ib ra r y  o f  A u s t ra l ia  
is d e v e lo p in g  th e  A u s t r a l ia n  

L ib ra r ie s  G a te w a y  to  p ro v id e

a c c e s s  to  a w id e  ra n g e  o f  to o ls  a n d  

in fo r m a t io n  a b o u t  A u s t r a l ia n  l ib r a r ­

ies .

W ith  m o re  th a n  2 0 0 0  l ib r a r ie s  in  

th e  d a ta b a s e , th is  w e b -b a s e d  s e rv ic e  
is a d i r e c to r y  o f  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  

e v e ry  l ib ra ry  in  A u s tra l ia .  Its g o a l is to  
b e  a 'o n e -s to p -s h o p ' fo r  A u s t ra l ia n  l i ­

b ra r ie s  —  a v i t a l  t o o l  f o r  A u s t r a l ia n  

a n d  in te rn a t io n a l u se rs .

T h e  N a t io n a l L ib ra r y  o f  A u s t ra l ia  

a ls o  re c e n t ly  a n n o u n c e d  th e  c o m p le ­
t io n  o f  th e  te n d e r in g  p ro c e s s  fo r  th e  

N e tw o r k e d  S e rv ic e s  P ro je c t ,  w h ic h  
in c o rp o ra te s  th e  A M IC U S  l ib r a r y  s o ft­

w a re  p a c k a g e .

T h is  c o - o p e r a t iv e  c o m p u te r  n e t ­

w o r k  g iv e s  th e  l ib r a r y  c o m m u n i t y  a 
n e w  m o d e l f o r  a c c o m p l is h in g  n a ­

t io n a l tasks , p r o v id in g  im m e d ia te  a c ­

cess to  th e  k n o w le d g e  s to re d  in  l ib r a r ­

ies w e l l  in to  th e  tw e n ty - f i r s t  c e n tu r y .

W h e n  f u l ly  im p le m e n te d ,  th e  n e t­

w o rk e d  s e rv ic e  w i l l  o f fe r  th e  a b i l i t y  to  

s u p p o r t  u p  to  1 0 0 0  c o n c u r r e n t  u se rs  
a n d  to  h a n d le  u p  to  f i f te e n  m i l l io n  a u ­

th o r i t y  a n d  b ib l io g r a p h ic  re c o rd s .

T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  a ls o  c o n t in u e s  

to  e n c o u ra g e  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t e l ­
e c o m m u n ic a t io n s  in f ra s t ru c tu re  in  re ­

m o te  A u s t r a l ia  th r o u g h  N e tw o r k in g  
th e  N a t io n  —  its  $ 2 5 0  m i l l i o n  R e­

g io n a l  T e le c o m m u n ic a t io n s  In f r a ­

s t r u c tu re  F u n d  (R T IF ). T h is  p ro g ra m  

has a lre a d y  a ss is te d  to  in c re a s e  p o in ts  

o f  p re s e n c e  in  c o m m u n i t y  c e n tre s  

a n d  l ib r a r ie s  t h r o u g h o u t  A u s t r a l ia ,  

g iv in g  p e o p le  in  r e m o te  a re a s  th e  

c h a n c e  to  e x p e r ie n c e  th e  s a m e  a c ­

cess to  in fo r m a t io n  e n jo y e d  b y  th o s e  

in  u rb a n  a re a s .

L ib ra r ie s  h a v e  an  im p o r ta n t  ro le  in 

h e lp in g  A u s tra l ia n s  e v e ry w h e re  n a v i­
g a te  a n d  u t i l is e  th e  in fo r m a t io n  h ig h ­

w a y  a n d  to  d is c o v e r  th e  w o n d e r fu l  
c o l le c t io n s  h e ld  th ro u g h o u t  th e  c o u n ­
t r y .

I t ru s t  th e  s p ir i t  o f  s h a r in g  a n d  

g o o d w il l  w ith in  th e  l ib ra ry  c o m m u n ity  

w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  g ro w .  A u s t ra l ia n  L i­

b ra ry  W e e k  p ro v id e s  an  im p o r ta n t  o p ­

p o r tu n ity  fo r  e a c h  o f  us to  a p p re c ia te  

th e  c o -o p e r a t iv e  p ro g re s s  m a d e  a n d  

re m in d s  us o f  th e  w e a lth  o f  in fo rm a ­

t io n  a v a ila b le  to  a ll A u s tra lia n s ."  ■
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