
Y o u r  v o ic e
A L I A  m e m b e r s h i p  

s h o u l d  m o v e  t o  

f i n a n c i a l  y e a r

I w o u ld  like to suggest that A L IA  

m ove  from a ca le n d a r yea r to 

the fin an cia l ye a r for m em ber­

ship fees, as the arriva l o f the 

ren ew al statem ent in D e cem b e r 

—  just prior to Christm as —  and 

a due date of the end of Jan u a ry  

is not co n d u c ive  to en cou rag ing  

paym en t of m em bersh ip  fees. A  

large num ber o f peop le  do not 

have  the funds a va ila b le  at this 

tim e o f the year and, w h ile  I 
h igh ly regard m y professional 

m em bersh ip , not e ve ryo n e  w ill 

have  it as the highest priority 

o ve r the Christm as period.

A n o ther suggestion is that A L IA  

investigate tang ib le  benefits 
such as a ten per cen t d iscoun t 

for m em bers from  a large bo o k ­

shop chain  —  to he lp  us w h o  

are m em bers 'se ll' the a d va n ­

tages of A L IA  m em bersh ip  to 

cu rrent non-m em bers.

Catherine Bright, Ryde

A n o t h e r  g o o d  r e a s o n  
t o  a t t e n d  c o n f e r e n c e !

T he M arch  issue o f i n C i t e  ca r ­

ried descrip tions o f the the Bo b  

H a w k e  P rim e M in is teria l L ib rary 

(U n ive rs ity  o f South  A ustra lia) 

and the John Curtin  Prim e 
M in isteria l L ib rary  (Curtin  U n i­

vers ity o f T echn o lo gy ).

Both deve lopm en ts  are based 
on the long-established U n ited  

States of A m erica  presidential 

lib rary system, and in particu lar 

o w e  m uch to the Jim m y Carter 

L ib rary in Atlanta.

T he  d irector o f the Jim m y Carter 

L ibrary, D on  S c h e w e , w ill be a 

speaker at the A L IA  B ien n ia l 

C o n fe rence  in A d e la id e  in 

O c to b er, sponsored by the Bo b  

H a w k e  Prim e M in is teria l L i­

brary. H is paper w ill be fo cu s­

ing on im portant issues to do 

w ith  access to govern m en t 

docum en ts in a d e m o cra cy  as 

w e ll as the system  o f U n ited  

States of A m erica  presidential 

libraries —  ano ther good reason 

to co m e to A L IA  98 in A d e la id e !

Dr Alan Bundy, Underdale

R e v i e w  o f  f e e s  

n e e d e d

Loyal A L IA  m em bers w h o  reside 

overseas must p ay  affilia te fees, 

regardless o f the ir sa lary  levels.

S in ce  I am  an A ssociate , not in 

paid  em p lo ym en t, this m eans I 
p ay an extra $57. That's  an 

aw fu l lot o f sw eet potato!

I must still p ay a irm a il dues on 

all m y journals (in c lu d in g  i n ­
c i t e ) , if I am  to get them  w ith in  

three m onths of pu b licatio n .

M y  overseas location  m eans 
that I am  u n ab le  to attend p ro ­

fessional d eve lo p m en t activities, 

A L IA  m eetings or activities.

A n y  ch an ce  o f a rev iew , p lease?

Helen Hobbs, Port Moresby

W e  m u s t  h a r n e s s  

t e c h n o l o g y  t o  

p r e s e r v e  a n d  

e n h a n c e  a c c e s s

In the w e e k  that A ustra lia 's  first 

Prim e M in isteria l L ib rary  —  the 

John Curtin  P rim e  M in is teria l 
L ib rary ( JC P M L ) —  opened  its 

doors for business, I w as  d e ­
lighted to rece ive  m y February 

issue o f i n C i t e  and  to read the 

A L IA  president's com m ents  

about 're-igniting interest in 

local history'.

W h i le  I w o u ld  support all o f the 
president's com m ents, I b e lieve  

that interest from  the co m m u ­

n ity is a lread y  high. I'm  not so 

sure, ho w ever, that lib rary and 

arch ives professionals are w e ll 

prepared to design and d e live r 

client-focussed serv ices to 
satisfy the interest. W h a t  w e  

need to be do ing  as an profes­

sion is harnassing [sic] in fo rm a­

tion techno log y  to e n h an ce  

access and assist in preservation 

and designing inno va tive , inter­
esting and inspiring  program s 

and services for clients.

This is ex ac tly  the m otiva tion  for 

the estab lishm ent o f the JC P M L . 

This lib rary adds a n e w  d im e n ­

sion in professional p ractice  and 

brings together a team  o f profes­

sionals w ith  d iverse b ack ­

grounds in ed uca tion , a rch ives, 

records m anagem en t and librar- 

ianship. T he  JC P M L  ad vances 

scholarsh ip , en h an ces  cu ltu ra l 

aw areness and p rovides a gate­
w a y  for the co m m u n ity  to learn 

about its past. V is iting  the 

JC P M L  in person o r through the 

Internet p rovides an opportun ity 

for all to learn from  the past to 

bu ild  a better co m m u n ity .

Issues raised by the A L IA  presi­

dent are not s im p ly  the resp on ­
sib ility  o f those w o rk in g  in 

pu b lic  libraries. As w e  ap p ro ach

the cen ten ary  of federation let's 

take som e pro active  steps to 
d e ve lo p  co llec tio n  actions plans 

to d eve lo p  professional c a p a ­

b ilities to im p rove  access to and 
preservation o f our cu ltura l 

heritage.

Vicki Williamson, John Curtin 
Prime Ministerial Library

W e  m u s t  g u a r d  a g a in s t  

c o m p la c e n c y
It w as p leasing  to read John 

Sh ip p 's  strong and enthusiastic 

v is ion  for A L IA  in the Jan u a ry  

in C ite .

H o w eve r, I take issue w ith  his 
g lib  K enn edy sign-off to the 

'F ro n tlin e ' co lu m n , te lling  

m em bers they should ask w h a t 

th ey  can  do for A L IA  rather than 

vice-versa.

I th ink  it is im perative  that A L IA  

N a tio na l O ffic e  and the G en era l 

C o u n c il asks itself regu larly and 
search ing ly , 'W h a t  e lse can  w e  

do  for our m em bers? '. W h e n  

the d ay co m es that nothing  
co m es to m ind after asking the 

question , it's an ind ication  that 

w e  are head ing  for troub le. A  

strong and h ea lth y A ssociation  
is one  that is responsive, intu i­

tive  and innovative .

As Sh ip p  h im self 
notes, a great deal of 

A L IA 's  v ita lity  com es 
from  grassroots 

m em bers w h o  g ive  

so free ly o f there 
o w n  tim e to branch 

activities.

W o rk in g  as an infor­

m ation  consu ltant, I 

cu rren tly  h ave  five 

professional assoc ia ­

tions vy ing  for m y 

tim e and m em ber­

ship  dollars. A ll are 

im portant to m e, but 

let's be pragm atic.

T h e  key factor that is 

going  to keep m e a 
m em ber o f e a ch  is 

w h e th er it fills the 

need that caused  me 
to seek m em bersh ip  

in the first p lace.

A L IA  has a d iverse  
m em bersh ip  and 

m em bers do not all 

jo in  for the sam e 

reasons. It cann o t be 

all things to all peo ­
ple, but it must be 

ever-m indful that the 

ind iv id ua l response

is the best ind icato r o f w heth er 

these needs are being met.

Perhaps, instead of K ennedy , w e  

should share B ill G a tes ' use of 
H en ry  Ford for inspiration. It 

seems that G a tes  keeps a por­

trait of Ford in his o ffice —  not 

so m uch  in adm iration  o f Ford 's 

creativ ity , but m ore as a lesson 

in Ford 's co m p lacen cy . Ford 

had the auto  m arket sew n up, 

but co m p la c e n c y  about his 

success resulted in his co m p e ti­

tors stealing the m arket from 

under him .

Let's m ake sure A L IA  drives lots 

o f new -m odel, co lou red  cars —  

not s im p ly  standardised 'basic 

b lack ' ones!

Jan Gaebler, Lower Mitcham

Y o u r  v o i c e

Your letters on any issue o f 
relevance to the library and 
in form ation sector are 
welcomed.
All letters should be addressed to the 
inCite editor and may be e-mailed to 
incite@alia.org.au, or faxed to 
02 6282 2249, or posted to: Your voice, 
ALIA, PO Box E441, Kingston ACT 2604. 
Please include your name and postal 
address with your letter or e-mail.

STUDY GRANT 
AWARD 1998

There are funds available to ALIA members 

wishing to undertake a study project. Study 

Grants are offered to provide an opportunity for 

librarians or library technicians to undertake 

projects that they would otherwise be unable to 

do because of the time and costs involved. 

Study Grants are open to practising librarian or 

library technician members who have been 

personal members for at least two years and 

have a minimum of three years experience.

The number of awards in any year will depend 

upon the funds available and the estimated 

costs of proposals received.

Nomination forms are available 
from ALIA National Office 

PO Box E441, Kingston ACT 2604 
ph 02 6285 1877, fax 02 682 2249 

e-mail awards@alia.org.au 
URL http://www.alia.org.au/ 

awards.html

Applications close 
1 September 1998
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