
W e b b ’s  w e b

V a l a  a n d  O n l i n e

The <ter vice is 
available to any  
A u stra lian  
organL ia tint 11i»hich 
abas content to the 
Internet, and  allows 
users to register 
themselves, create 
P I JRLs and  m odify  
them , as the resource 
location changes. ..

A t the  start o f each year, the re  is a n o ta 

b le  A us tra lia n  con fe re nce  d e a lin g  w ith  

in fo rm a t io n  p rocess ing  —  V A L A  in 

M e lb o u rn e  o r O n lin e  in S ydney. T he  papers 
fro m  V A L A 9 8  w i l l  soon a p p e a r th ro u g h  the  

V A L A  hom epage  at h ttp ://h o m e .v ic n e t.n e t.a u / 

- v a la / .  M e a n w h ile , the ca ll fo r papers fo r O n 

lin e  99  has been posted at h t tp : / /w w w .a c m s . 

c o m .a u /O n lin e 9 9 C P .h tm l.

Persistence pays o ff
T he  N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  o f A u s tra lia  has a n 

no unced  the A ustra lian  PURL Resolver Service, 

us ing  so ftw a re  de ve lope d  by  O C LC . The se rv

ice is a v a ila b le  to  any A u s tra lia n  o rg a n isa tio n  

w h ic h  adds co n te n t to  the In te rne t, and a llo w s  

users to  reg ister them selves, crea te  PURLs and 
m o d ify  them , as the resource lo ca tio n  changes. 

M o re  in fo rm a t io n  is a v a ila b le  fro m  h ttp : / /  

p u r l.n la .g o v .a u /.

E-text archives
The IFLA site at h t tp : / /w w w .n lc -b n c .c a / if la / l l /  
e te x t.h tm  has a useful c o lle c tio n  o f links to in 

dexes and texts o f e lectron ic  jou rna l and text a r

ch ives. The text archives lis ting  has all o f the 

lis tings you w o u ld  expect plus a few  lesser- 

kno w n co lle c tio n s . There are also exam ples o f 

refereed e lec tron ic  pub lica tions and preprin t a r

chives.

D ig ita l lib ra ry  metrics
From  the  D - lib  program  (fam ous fo r its D -L ib  

jo u rn a l)  com es the W o rk in g  G ro u p  on D ig ita l 

L ib ra ry  M e trics , w h ich  is open to anyone in te r

ested in the top ics covered by its charter, w h ic h  
says: T h is  W o rk in g  G roup is to  deve lop  a c o n 

sensus on an approp ria te  set o f m etrics to e va lu 
ate and com pare  the e ffectiveness o f d ig ita l 

lib ra ries  and com pone n t techno log ies  in a d is 

tribu ted  en v ironm ent. In itia l em phasis w ill be on 
a) in fo rm a tio n  d isco ve ry  w ith  a hum an in the 

loop , and b) re trieval in a heterogeneous w o r ld . '

It can be fou nd  at h ttp ://su n s ite .a n u .e d u .a u /m ir- 

ro rs /d lib /m e tr ic s /p u b lic /m e tr ic s -h o m e .h tm l

The winds of change
James R ettig  has m oved his re fe rence re v ie w 

ing  a c t iv it ie s  fro m  W ils o n  to  G a le  R esearch, 

w h e re  yo u  can f in d  his 'R e ttig  on R e fe rence ' 

c o lu m n  at h ttp : / /w w w .g a le .c o m /g a le /re t t ig /  
re tt ig .h tm l. A t th is  new  address, he is c o n t in u 

ing to  p ro v id e  his b o ok  rev iew s, bu t is g iv in g  

m o re  a tte n tio n  e le c tro n ic  w o rk s  than  he d id  

be fore .

Netware online
N e w  Y o rk  U n iv e rs ity  Press has p u b lis h e d  s i

m u lta n e o u s ly  a p r in t  an d  o n lin e  e d it io n  o f  

W e n d y  G ro s s m a n 's  b o o k  N e t.w a rs ,  a series 

o f  essays o n  In te rn e t m a tte rs . T h e  m a in  b e n 

e f i t  o f  th e  o n lin e  v e rs io n  (a t h t tp : / /w w w . 

nyu press .nyu .e du /n e tw ars .h tm l ) is th a t is has 
h o t l in k s  to  N e t re so u rce s  —  a n d  y o u  ca n  

g iv e  fe e d b a c k  to  th e  a u th o r v ia  e -m a il. T h e re

is a lso  a te x t -o n ly  v e rs io n  if  y o u  d o  n o t w a n t 

to  read it th ro u g h  a w e b  b ro w s e r.

E-commerce and rights management list
The E-CARM list has been set up to  p ro v id e  an 
o n -lin e  discussion fo rum  fo r matters such as se

cure transactions, com pe ting  rights m anagem ent 

m odels, and the design, deve lopm ent and im p le 

m entation o f a rights m anagem ent infrastructure. 

To jo in , send a message to  listproc@ lists.fsu.edu 

w ith  s u b s c r ib e  e -carm  < f irs tn a m e  lastnam e> 
in the body o f the message.

D ig ita l reference
The V ir tu a l R e fe rence  D esk at h t tp : / /  

w w w .v rd .o rg  has started the  DIG_REF list. It's 
a fo ru m  fo r the  g ro w in g  n u m b e r o f p e op le  and 

o rgan isa tions  a n sw e ring  the  q u es tions  o f users 

v ia  the  In te rne t. It w i l l  d iscuss a ll aspects o f 

p ro v id in g  qu e s tio n  and  a n sw e r se rv ices o ve r 

the  N et, fro m  serv ice  c re a tio n  and im p le m e n 

ta tio n  to  issues o f services and q u a lity . Th is  list 

w i l l  a lso  p ro v id e  in fo rm a t io n  on  th e  V ir tu a l 

R eference Desk p ro je c t and d e ve lo p m e n ts  in 

the  f ie ld  o f d ig ita l re fe re nce . T o  sub sc ribe  to  

DIG_REF, send an e -m a il message to  listserv@  

lis tse rv .sy r.e d u  w ith  s u b s c r ib e  d ig _ r e f  
< f ir s tn a m e  la s tn am e>  in the  message.

...and on Net regulation
E le c tro n ic  F ron tie rs  A u s tra lia  has s ta rted  the  
NETREG m a ilin g  lis t, fo r d iscuss io n  and a c t iv 

ism  re g a rd in g  re g u la tio n  o f th e  In te rn e t. To 

jo in ,  send an e -m a il m essage to  ne treg - 

request@ efa.org.au w ith  the  w o rd s  s u b s c r ib e  

n e tre g  < yo u r e - m a il  a d d re ss>  in the  b o dy  

o f the  message.

How to get started
E la ine  H o p p e r has w r it te n  a b o u t he r e x p e r i

ences in g e tting  s tarted on  the  In te rn e t at her 

sm all lib ra ry , w ith  a series o f tips  and hints. She 

d id n 't  have anyone  at her site w h o  kne w  m uch 

a b o u t it, so it w as a real le a rn in g  e xp e rien ce . 

It's  a g o od  read and y o u 'l l  f in d  it a t h t tp : / /  

w w w .v ic n e t.n e t.a u /~ e jh o p p e r .

And then
B e yond  the b e g in n in g : the  g lo b a l d ig ita l lib ra ry  

w as an in te rn a tio n a l co n fe re n ce  o rgan ised  by 

the UK O ffic e  o f L ib ra ry  N e tw o rk in g  in London 

last June. The p ro ce e d in g s  are n o w  o n lin e  at 

h t t p : / / w w w . c n  i . o r g / r e g c o n f s /1  9 9  7 /u k -  
c o n te n t.h tm l. Some o f them es d iscussed w ere  
the de ve lo p in g  w o rld  o f d ig ita l in fo rm a tio n  and 

its im pacts on profess iona ls  and in frastructures, 

m a jo r research  and d e v e lo p m e n t p rog ra m s, 

w ays o f m easuring  a c tiv itie s  in the  in fo rm a tio n  

fie ld , and the ch a n g in g  re la tio n sh ip s  be tw een  

in fo rm a tio n , e d u c a tio n  and le a rn ing .

Web indexing prizes
The A ustra lian  Socie ty  o f Indexers has aw arded 

its 19 97  W e b  In d e x in g  P rize  to  C h ris to b e l 
W e sco m b e  fro m  the  Fisher L ib ra ry , U n iv e rs ity
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o f S ydney fo r  her F acu lty  o f E duca tion  In te rne t 
G u id e  a t h t tp :/ /w w w .l ib ra ry .u s y d .e d u .a u /  

G u id e s /E d u ca tio n . She adds th is  to  the  A rg u s / 

C le a r in g h o u se  A w a rd  (as rep o rted  in th is  c o l

um n  in D e ce m b e r). O th e r w in n e rs  w e re  A nn  

T re a cy  o f  M in n e a p o lis  U SA, fo r  her in d e x  o f 
M in n e s o ta  w e b s ite s  at h t tp : / /w w w .m n o n lin e . 

o rg /u ffd a , and  G rah a m  G re e n le a f, G e o ffre y  

K ing, and D a n ie l A us tin  o f the AustL II team  fo r 

A u s tL II 's  W o r ld  Law  In d ex  at h t tp : / /w w w . 

a u s tlii.e d u .a u /lin k s /W o r ld /.

A M O L  o n  th e  m o v e

A fte r a successful tim e  at the N a tio n a l M useum  

o f A u s tra lia , the  A u s tra lia n  M useum s site w i l l  

be m o v in g  to  the  P ow erhouse M useum  at h ttp :/ 

/a m o l.p h m .g o v .a u /A M O L /. D o n 't  w o rry  ab o u t 

u p d a tin g  y o u r  b o o km a rks  th o u g h  —  th e  o ld  

address w i l l  w o rk  fo r som e tim e , and it's  pos

s ib le  th a t A M O L  m ay und e rg o  a nam e change  

in the  nex t yea r. The N M A  is to  be c o n g ra tu 

lated on b rin g in g  the  system to  its cu rre n t state, 

and the  P ow erhouse  is b o u nd  to  c o n tin u e  the 

good  w o rk .

N e w  a t  th e  A N U

The A u s tra lia n  N a tio n a l U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra ry  has 

a n n o u n ce d  tw o  m a jo r  ne w  in it ia tiv e s  —  it has 

b e co m e  a c h a rte r  p a r t ic ip a n t in th e  JSTOR 

e le c tro n ic  te x t re tr ie va l se rv ice  and a m em b e r 

o f a ne w  c o n s o rtiu m  o f p re s tig io u s  a ca d e m ic  

lib ra rie s  in the  P a c ific  R im  fo rm e d  to  fa c ilita te  

access to  s c h o la r ly  research m ate ria ls  th ro u g h  

va riou s  d ig ita l n e tw o rks .

In JSTOR, A N U  jo in s  m ore  than  2 4 0  m a jo r 

n o rth  A m e ric a n  u n ive rs itie s  in p ro v id in g  e le c 

tro n ic  access to  m a jo r b a ck file s  o f co re  s c h o l

a rly  jo u rn a ls  in the h u m a n itie s , soc ia l sciences 

and  sc ie n ce s . Its s ta ff and s tu d en ts  ha ve  2 4 - 

h o u r access to  the  fu ll te x t o f f i f ty - tw o  jo u rn a l 

t it le s  c o v e r in g  tw e lv e  d is c ip lin e s , w ith  m ore  

th a n  100  jo u rn a l t it le s  a v a ila b le  by  th e  year

2 0 0 0 . M o re  in fo rm a t io n  is fo u n d  at h t tp :/ /  

w w w . js to r .o rg .

T he  P a c if ic  R im  D ig ita l L ib ra ry  A ll ia n c e  

in v o lv e s  a c a d e m ic  lib ra r ie s  fro m  T a ip e i, 

M e x ic o , Japan, C h ina , C anada, and the  U n ite d  

States o f A m e ric a .

The  A ll ia n c e  w i l l  su p p o rt n e w  and  tra d i

tio n a l l ib ra ry  fu n c tio n s  th ro u g h  the  sh a rin g  o f 

e le c tro n ic  and  h a rd c o p y  da ta , c o -o p e ra tiv e  

c o lle c t io n  d e v e lo p m e n t, pe rso n n e l exch a ng e  
and o th e r a c t iv it ie s , w ith  spec ia l a tte n tio n  be 

ing  p a id  to  m u lt i l in g u a l o n lin e  lib ra ry  c a ta 

logue  access, d o c u m e n t d e liv e ry  o f jo u rn a l a r

t ic le s  v ia  th e  In te rn e t and re m o te  access to  

o n lin e  databases.

I d e n t i f y in g  d ig i t a l  o b je c ts

In the  D e ce m b e r 1997  issue o f the  journa l o f 
electronic publishing, the re  is an a rtic le  by B ill 

R o se n b la tt e n tit le d  'S o lv in g  th e  d ile m m a  o f

c o p y r ig h t p ro te c tio n  o n lin e ' (h ttp ://w w w .p re s s . 

u m ic h .e d u /je p /0 3 -0 2 /d o i.h tm l) .  W h ile  th is  t it le  

prom ises ra the r m ore  than  the tex t de live rs , the 

D ig ita l O b je c t Id e n tif ie r  (D O I) described  in the 

a rtic le  represents an adva nce  in the  d e v e lo p 
m ent o f a system w h ic h  w i l l  enab le  better m an 

agem ent o f d ig ita l assets. The D O I has the sup

p o rt o f m a jo r in te rn a tio n a l pub lishe rs  as w e ll as 

C N R I, and w i l l  p la y  a m a jo r pa rt in e le c tro n ic  

p u b lis h in g .

R M I T  r e p o r t

A  repo rt has been p ro d u ce d  by R M IT  tit le d  The 
communications environment: Australia 1998, 
re c o m m e n d in g  th a t th is  c o u n try  speeds the  

pace o f d e c is io n -m a k in g  in the  key c o m m u n i

ca tio n s  in d u s tr ie s  o f m e d ia , te le c o m m u n ic a 

t io n s  and  o n lin e  se rv ices . It co ve rs  p o lic y  

h ig h lig h ts  fo r  1 9 9 7  and ch a lle n g e s  fo r 1 9 9 8 , 

describes the  m a jo r p layers —  g o ve rn m e n t and 

p riva te  —  and d iscusses issues such as s tru c 

tu ra l re g u la t io n , c o n te n t re g u la t io n , se rv ice  

o b lig a tio n s , c o p y r ig h t and  p riva cy . Full de ta ils  

and  o rd e r in g  in fo rm a t io n  are at h t tp :/ /  

w w w .m tp g . r m it .e d u .a u /p u b l ic /p u b l ic a t io n s /  

c o m m e n v -a u s t9 8 /fro n tp a g e .h tm l.

W a l t  C r a w f o r d  o n  p a p e r

W a lt C ra w fo rd  o f the Research L ib raries G ro u p  

has w r it te n  an a r t ic le  in th e  January  issue o f 

O nline  t it le d  'P a p e r persists: w h y  p h ys ica l l i 
b ra ry  c o lle c t io n s  s till m a tte r '. It co n tin u e s  the 

a rgum ents tha t he has been a d va nc ing  ove r the 

past fe w  years a b o u t the  necessity  o f m a in ta in 

ing  c o lle c t io n s  c o m p r is in g  b o th  d ig ita l and 

p a p e r-b a se d  m a te r ia l. Read it a t h t tp : / /  

w w w .o n l in e in c .c o m /o n l in e m a g /J a n O L 9 8 /  

c ra w fo rd l ,h tm l.

T h e s a u ru s  o f  g e o g r a p h ic  n a m e s

The G e tty  In fo rm a tio n  In s titu te  has released its 

la test v o c a b u la ry  to o l,  the  Getty thesaurus o f 
geographic names, a so u rce  o f  g e o g ra p h ic  
nam es fo r  d o c u m e n tin g  and re tr ie v in g  c u ltu ra l 

he ritage  in fo rm a tio n . N e a rly  9 0 0  000  p laces in 

the  th e sau ru s  are  a rra n g e d  in a h ie ra rc h ic a l 

s truc tu re  rep resen ting  a ll na tions o f the  m odern  
w o r ld , p ro v id in g  ve rn a cu la r and English names 

o f p laces , v a r ia n t nam es in o th e r  languages, 

and  w h e n e v e r  p o ss ib le , h is to r ic a l nam es. It 

w i l l  e v e n tu a lly  be a va ila b le  in th ree  fo rm a ts  —  

on the  w e b , as tagged ASCII file s , and in re la 

t io n a l ta b les . The  w e b  ve rs ion  is a v a ila b le  at 

h t tp :/ /w w w .g ii.g e tty .e d u /tg n _ b ro w s e r  and the  

o thers  w i l l  fo l lo w  la te r th is  year.

A n d  a ls o  f r o m  th e  G e t t y

The G etty  C en te r is hosting  an expert g roup  

w h ich  w ill be discussing so c io -cu ltu ra l and eco

nom ic  im p lica tio ns  o f the d ig ita l preservation is

sues. The discussion w ill evo lve through the early 

m onths o f 1998, and the results o f the discussions 

w il l  be a rch ived  on the site at h t tp : / /w w w .a h ip . 

g e tty .e d u /tim e a n d b i ts/i n t r o . h t m I ■

. . .  T h e  

c o m m u n ic a t io n s  

e n v ir o n m e n t :  

A u s t r a l i a  1 9 9 8 ,  

r e c o m m e n d [ s j  t h a t  

t h u i  c o u n t r y  speeds  

th e  p a c e  o f  d e c is io n -  

m a k i n g  i n  th e  k e y  

c o m m u n ic a t io n s  

in d u s t r ie s  o f  m e d ia ,  

te le c o m m u n ic a t io n s  

a n d  o n l in e  s e rv ic e s

The ALIA home pages and 

the ALIA web service, 
ALIAnet, can be found at the 

following URL: 
http://www.alia.org.au/

S A V E  Y O U R S E L F  
T H E  T R O U B L E  O F  

T Y P IN G  T H E S E  
U R L S !

This column (with associated 

hyperlinks) is on ALIAnet, 
and has the URL of 
http://www.alia.org.au/ 
incite/wwww/

[Please note that full-stops at 
the end of any URL or e-mail 
addresses, or underlines, 
appearing in inC ite  should 

NOT be used]

Contributions and 

suggestions for this column 

are always welcome. Please 

e-mail Kerry Webb at
kerry.webb@alianet.alia.org.au 

or via the ALIA National

Office, incite@alia.org.au
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