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N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  l i g h t e n s  u p  

w i t h  s o m e  p u l p  f i c t i o n

B o b  H e fn e r, The C a n b e rra  T im es,

1 5 F e b ru a ry  1 9 9 8

T h e  N a t io n a l L ib ra ry  o f  A u s tra l ia 's  

n e w e s t e x h ib it io n ,  P u lp  f ic t io n  in  A u s 

tra lia  fea tu re s  th e  L ib ra ry 's  re c e n t ly -a c 

q u ire d  b o o k s , jo u rn a ls ,  a r tw o rk ,  

d ia r ie s , le tte rs  and p h o to g ra p h s  o f  C liv e  

B le e ck .

B le e ck , a p r o l i f ic  S yd n e y  w r i te r  o f  

p u lp  f ic t io n  a n d  s h o rt s to ries , w ro te  up  

to  fo u r  22  0 0 0 -w o r d  n o v e le tte s  e v e ry  

tw o  m o n th s  a t th e  h e ig h t o f  h is  ca re e r 

in  th e  1 9 5 0 s . W h e n  he  d ie d  in  1 9 7 1 , 

B le e c k  ha d  p e n n e d  m o re  th a n  

3 5 0  s h o rt s to rie s  an d  n o v e le tte s .

R ic h a rd  S to n e  o f  th e  N a t io n a l L i

b ra ry  says th a t B le e c k 's  c a re e r p a r t ic u 

la r ly  th r iv e d  in  th e  1 9 4 0 s  a n d  19 5 0 s  
w h e n  im p o r t - l ic e n s in g  re s tr ic t io n s  p re 

v e n te d  th e  im p o r t  o f  A m e r ic a n  m a g a 

z in e s  an d  b o o ks .

P u lp  f ic t io n  in  A u s tra l ia  w i l l  be  d is 
p la y e d  in  th e  v is i to r  c e n tre  u n t i l  th e  

en d  o f  June.

T e x t  k e e p s  t i m e
R o se m a ry  S o re nsen , C o u r ie r  M a i l  

(B risb a n e ), 12 F e b ru a ry  1 9 9 8

T h e  S tate  L ib ra ry  o f  S o u th  A u s tra l ia 's  

w e b s ite  has b e c o m e  th e  f ir s t  in  th e  

w o r ld  to  d is p la y  a c o m p le te , fu l l - c o lo u r  

i l lu m in a te d  m a n u s c r ip t .  T h e  l ib ra r y 's  
a n tip h o n a l, a 3 6 0 -p a g e , th ir te e n th -c e n 

tu ry  m u s ic  m a n u s c r ip t  has be e n  p a in s 

ta k in g ly  re s to re d  a n d  is o n  d is p la y  at 

th e  T e ls tra  A d e la id e  F e s tiva l as w e l l  as 

o n lin e . C u ra to r  Jenny T o n k in  d e sc rib e s  

th e  a n tip h o n a l as an ' in s p ir in g  m a n u 

s c r ip t ' an d  says th a t b y  m a k in g  a d ig i 

t is e d  v e rs io n  o f  th e  m a n u s c r ip t  

a v a ila b le , th e  S tate L ib ra ry  has h e lp e d  

usher in a n e w  age fo r  th e  cu s to d ia n s  o f 

ra re  b o o k s : 'N o  a p p o in tm e n ts ,  no  

w h ite  g lo v e s , n o  w a i t in g  fo r  th e  ra re  

b o o k s  l ib ra r ia n ! '.

C o l l e c t i o n  h i t s  c r o w d  f o r  s i x
B ra d y  H a ra n , T he A d v e r t is e r  

(A d e la id e ) , 9 F e b ru a ry  1 9 9 8

In ju s t  o v e r a w e e k  th e  c o l le c t io n  o f  

m e m o ra b i l ia  d o n a te d  to  th e  S ta te  L i

b ra ry  o f  S ou th  A u s tra lia  b y  c r ic k e t  le g 

en d  S ir D o n a ld  B ra d m a n  has had  m o re  

th a n  3 0 0 0  v is ito rs .

S a rita  C h a d w ic k ,  th e  e x h ib i t io n  

m a nage r, says th a t she w as  su rp rise d  by

th e  n u m b e r  o f  in te rs ta te  a n d  ove rseas  

v is ito rs  a n d  th a t th e  e x h ib it io n  is p ro v 

in g  to  be  m o s t p o p u la r  w ith  a d u lts  —  

n o t c r ic k e t -c ra z e d  c h ild re n .

'E v e ry o n e  w h o  has b e e n  in  has 

s o m e th in g  to  s a y ... M a n y  say th a t th e y  

ha ve  seen h im  ba t an d  fee l lik e  th e  c o l

le c t io n  is p a r t o f  th e ir  l i fe ',  she sa id .

T h e  c o l le c t io n ,  o p e n e d  b y  p r im e  

m in is te r  Jo h n  H o w a rd  o n  29  Jan ua ry , 

c o n ta in s  an a s s o rtm e n t o f  ba ts , b a lls , 

t ro p h ie s  a n d  o th e r tr in k e ts .

B e  p a t e n t ,  f e e s  b e i n g  c u t

G le n n  M u lc a s te r ,  The A g e  

(M e lb o u rn e ) ,  3 F e b ru a ry  1 9 9 8

T h e  A u s tra l ia n  In d u s tr ia l P ro p e rty  O r 

g a n is a t io n  (A IP O ) has re d u c e d  a 

n u m b e r o f  its fees and  a b o lis h e d  o the rs . 

A IP O , b e t te r  k n o w n  as th e  N a t io n a l 

P a ten ts , D e s ig n s  a n d  T ra d e m a rk s  O f 

f ic e  has re d u c e d  m o s t o f  its fees by  an 

a ve rage  o f  te n  pe r ce n t, w h i le  s im p l i fy 

in g  o r  e l im in a t in g  o th e rs .

A c t in g  A IP O  d ire c to r -g e n e ra l,  Ross 

W ils o n ,  sa id  th a t th e  c u ts  w e re  m a d e  

p a r t ly  to  k e e p  p a ce  w i th  o ve rse a s  in 

d u s try  p ro p e r ty  reg is tra rs an d  p a rtly  b e 

cause  a g g re g a te d  c o s t-s a v in g s  o v e r th e  
past f iv e  yea rs  ju s t ify  cu ts . Im p ro v e d  in 

fo rm a tio n  te c h n o lo g y  usage, be tte r da ta  

s to ra g e  a n d  s tre a m lin e d  f i l in g  p r o c 

esses, p o s s ib le  b e cause  o f  n e w  le g is la 
t io n , m a d e  it e a s ie r to  re d u c e  costs.

C o n v e n o r  o f  th e  p u b l ic  re la t io n s  

c o m m it te e  o f  th e  In s t itu te  o f  P aten t A t 
to rn e y s  o f  A u s tra l ia  (IP A A ), C a ro lin e  

B o m m e r, sa id  th a t s m a lle r  c o m p a n ie s  

an d  in v e n to rs  w i l l  b e n e f it  th e  m o s t 
fro m  th e se  c u ts , b e c a u s e  g o v e rn m e n t 

fees a re  o n ly  a m in o r  c o m p o n e n t o f  le 

ga l b i l ls  le v ie d  b y  p a te n t a tto rn e y s .

T h e  A IP O , w h ic h  w i l l  u n v e il a n e w  

a g e n cy  n a m e  th is  m o n th , op e ra te s  on  a 

fu l l  c o s t- re c o v e ry  b a s is , e m p lo y in g  

m o re  th a n  7 0 0  s ta ff in  C a n b e rra . It has 
o ff ic e s  in  e v e ry  state.

Y a r r a  P l e n t y  c o m p u t e r i s e d

D ia m o n d  V a lle y  N e w s  ( N i l lu m b ik ) ,
28  Jan ua ry  1 9 9 8

In an A u s tra lia n  firs t, th e  Y arra  P le n ty  
R eg iona l L ib ra ry  S erv ice  has in tro d u c e d  

a n e w  c o m p u te rise d  c a ta lo g u in g  system .

T h e  S ir s i/U n ic o rn  c a ta lo g u e  p r o 

g ra m  a llo w s  lib ra ry  p a tro n s  to  use th e  
m o u se  to  s e le c t ic o n s  w h e n  s e a rc h in g  

th e  c a ta lo g u e . In a d d it io n ,  c u s to m e rs

o u ts id e  th e  l ib ra ry  w i l l  be  a b le  to  re 

se rve  b o o k s , re n e w  b o r ro w in g s ,  ask 

q u e s tio n s  o f  s ta ff an d  o b ta in  d ire c t io n s  

to  In te rn e t sites.

T h e  n e w  c a ta lo g u e , w o r th  m o re  

th a n  $ 5 0 0  0 0 0 , began  o p e ra t in g  in  a ll 

Y a rra  P le n ty  l ib ra r ie s  on  27  Jan ua ry .

F a m i l y  H i s t o r y  p r o j e c t  

n o w  o n  t h e  I n t e r n e t
H a m ilto n  S p e c ta to r, 27  Jan ua ry  1 9 9 8

The V ic to r ia n  state g o ve rn m e n t's  la u n ch  

o f  the  F irs t fa m ilie s  2001  in it ia t iv e  w i l l  

p ro v id e  a u s e r-fr ie n d ly  da tabase fo r p e o 

p le  to  re co rd  and share de ta ils  a b o u t the  

e a rlie s t pe rson  in th e ir  fa m ily  k n o w n  to  

have lived  in A ustra lia . This in it ia tiv e  is to  

s u p p le m e n t th e  in fo rm a t io n  a lre a d y  

a v a ila b le  in the  ge nea lo gy  ce n tre  o f the 

State L ib ra ry  o f V ic to r ia .

M e m b e r  fo r  G e e lo n g , A n n  

H e n d e rs o n , s a id , ‘ F irs t fa m il ie s  2 0 0 1  

has th e  p o te n t ia l to  be  th e  o n lin e  A u s 

t ra l ia n  e q u iv a le n t  o f  th e  E n g lish  
D o o m s d a y  B o o k  o f  1 0 8 2 , in  p ro v id in g  

a u n iq u e  d o c u m e n t  a b o u t th e  p e o p le  

w h o  a re  th e  h is to ry  o f  th is  c o u n t ry '.

T h e  In te rn e t address fo r  F irs t fa m i

lie s  2 0 0 1  is h t tp : / /w w w .v ic n e t .n e t .a u /  

fa m ily / .

L i b r a r y  d i s p u t e  s e t t l e d

B e n d ig o  A d v e rt is e r,  7 F e b ru a ry  1 9 9 8

T h is  w e e k  th e  In d u s tr ia l R e la t io n s  

C o m m is s io n  h e a rd  s u b m is s io n s  fro m  

th e  ro w in g  B e n d ig o  R e g io n a l L ib ra ry  

s ta f f a n d  th e  b o a rd . B o th  s id e s  in  th e  

d is p u te  w e re  v e ry  p le a s e d  f o l lo w in g  

th e  h e a rin g .

A u s tra lia n  S erv ices U n io n  in d u s tr ia l 

o rg a n is e r  D a n n y  H a rr is  s a id , 'A s  th e  

re s u lt o f  th e  h e a rin g , th e  U n io n  a n d  its 

m e m b e rs  n o w  have m o re  in p u t in to  th e  

re s tru c tu re  o f  th e  N o rth  C e n tra l G o ld 
f ie ld s  L ib r a r y . . .  In a d d it io n  th e  b o a rd  

has b e la te d ly  c o m m it te d  its e lf  to  an 

e n te rp r is e  b a rg a in in g  a g re e m e n t. '

L ib ra ry  b o a rd  c h a ir ,  John B ro o k e , 

sa id  th e  b o a rd  w a s  p le a s e d  th a t th e  
c o m m is s io n  a p p ro v e d  th e  re s tru c tu re .

'T h is  w i l l  a l lo w  fo r  p o s it io n s  to  be 

a d v e rtis e d  w h ic h  w i l l  m e e t c l ie n t  

n e e d s ... a n d  fo r re v ise d  o p e n in g  and 

c lo s in g  tim e s  w h ic h  w i l l  b e tte r s u it th e  

needs o f  the  p u b lic ',  he said, a d d in g  tha t 
th e  b o a rd  w i l l  n e g o tia te  n e w  sa la ry  a r

ra ngem en ts  w ith  s taff w h e n  th e  re s tru c 

tu re  is c o m p le te . ■
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