
Yvonne Fraser, library technician, Katherine Library and Inform ation  Service

I n response  to  e v e ry o n e 's  messages ask in g  fo r in fo rm a t io n  o n  th e  f lo o d  d a m a g e  to  K a th e r­

ine  L ib ra ry : the  d a m age  has n o t been as bad as w e  a n tic ip a te d . W e  have  p ro b a b ly  lost a b o u t 
fo r ty  pe r ce n t o f th e  b o o k  s to ck  th a t w as in the  lib ra ry  and w e  e s tim a te  up  to  n in e ty  pe r cen t 

o f  w h a t w as o u t on  loan . W e  lost a ll o u r desks, cha irs , som e w o o d e n  storage and she lv in g , m ost 

o f  o u r  p a p e r re co rd s  in c lu d in g  m e m b e rs h ip  re co rds , a ll o u r  c o n ta c t and  o th e r e n d -p ro c e s s in g  
m a te ria ls , and  p o s s ib ly  o u r  R aeco s e c u r ity  system  as w e ll.

W e  w e re  ab le  to  get in to  the  lib ra ry  on  the m o rn in g  o f 7 February  and started re m o v in g  w h a t 

w as sa lvag eab le  in to  te m p o ra ry  a c c o m m o d a tio n  (a co ve re d  ba ske tba ll c o u rt w ith  no  w a lls ). W e  

have re m oved  a ll o f the  dam aged s tock and fu rn itu re , a ll o f the  she lv in g , and r ipp ed  up  a ll o f the 

ca rp e t —  w ith  the  h e lp  o f the  A u s tra lia n  A rm y  and the  RAAF, w h o  have been fa b u lo u s .

W e  th e n  be gan  th e  lo n g  an d  d is a g re e a b le  p ro ce ss  o f  s c ru b b in g  fo u l- s m e ll in g  m u d  o f f  

she lves and tra n s p o rtin g  th e m  and  the  use ab le  b o o k  s to ck  to  a m u c h  s m a lle r area in the  K a th ­

e r in e  C iv ic  C e n tre . T h is  area w as  a c tu a lly  the  l ib ra ry  u n til 1 9 89  an d  m a y  be  th e  lib ra ry  aga in  

—  a lth o u g h  I d o  n o t k n o w  h o w  w e  are g o in g  to  f i t  a ll o f  the  s to ck  and  s ta ff in to  it.

W e  are a ll re a lly  t ire d  —  lu g g in g  g rea t a rm fu ls  o f  bo oks  a ro u n d  in  fo r ty -d e g re e  heat is no  

jo k e . W e  have had ass is tance fro m  N o rth e rn  T e rr ito ry  L ib ra ry  s ta ff w h o  h a ve  been w o n d e r fu l.  

T he  d ire c to r , Lea G iles -P e te rs , w as in th e  lib ra ry  w ith  the  rest o f  us w a d in g  th ro u g h  w a te r  and 

m u d  th a t sm e lt s u s p ic io u s ly  o f  sew erage , try in g  to  save as m u c h  as w e  c o u ld .  Part o f  o u r  lo ­
ca l s tud ies  c o lle c t io n  w as d a m a g e d  and  has been ta ke n  to  D a rw in  fo r c o n s e rv a tio n  tre a tm e n t.

A ll  o f  o u r  s ta ff have  been lu c k y  in th a t th e ir  ho m es  w e re  u n d a m a g e d  o r o n ly  s lig h t ly  d a m ­

aged. O v e ra ll,  I th in k  w e  ha ve  been  ve ry  lu c k y  as w e  c o u ld  h a ve  los t a ll o f  o u r  s to ck  —  and  

w e  d id  n o t h a ve  a d isas te r p la n . W e  w e re  in te n d in g  to  w r ite  o n e  fo r a lo n g  t im e  b u t w e  had 

n o t d o n e  so. It is a ne cess ity , e s p e c ia lly  fo r  lib ra r ie s  in  the  tro p ic s  tha t ha ve  h ig h  te m p e ra tu re  

and h u m id ity  e ve ry  d a y  o f  the  yea r. By th e  w a y  —  w e  are s till s m ilin g ! ■

Tap in to  th e  be s t l is t o f  ' -------->
lib ra ry  jo b s  a ro u n d  A u s tra lia  — -  j

LIBRARY JOBS NETWORK 
http://www.libjobs.com.au/libjobs/

Y o u r n e x t  j o b  
is  h e re .. .

C l i c k  o n  u s  f o r  a  j o b !

N E W S P A P E R S

W A N T E D

• Bound volumes or long 
Zhr Th-tpis. runs. All 19th and 20th  

t)cv;ild century Australian and 
Jhe *> Sun overseas newspapers 
( H E " - .  s  j  • Also popular MAGAZINES
• PHOTOPLATtR. Women'sWeeklf, etc.] to 1 9 7 0

P A P E R  W O R L D
Ph & Fax: Alan W aters  (03 ) 9 8 2 6  8 8 6 6

(Member of the Ephemera Society of Australia)
Paper World Pty Ltd
23 Regent Street, Prahran, Vic 3181

... from previous page

•  19/3 Vic One Person A ustra lian  
Libraries. Picnic in the park (BY0 pic­
nic). Queen Victoria Gardens, St Kilda 
Road (opposite the Victorian Arts 
Centre). 5.30pm. Contact: Shanti Na- 
daraja ph 03 9510 6299, fx 03 9530 
2217, libanzca@anzca.edu.au

• 25/3 Geelong Branch Library tour 
with refreshments. Geelong Hospital 
Library. 5.30pm. Contact: Stephen 
Due ph 03 5226 7226, fx 03 5223 
1946, due@gh.vic.gov.au

27/4 Austra lian Society of Index­
ers. Abstracting and indexing for da­
tabases — workshop. ACER confer­
ence room, 19 Prospect Plill Road, 
Camberwell. 9am-4.30pm. Cost: 
S100 ($90 for ASI members). Contact: 
Max McMaster ph/fx 03 9571 6341 
mindexer@interconnect.com.au

• 13/6 Vic Children 's and Youth  
Services section Electronic informa­
tion access — What skills do chil­
dren's librarians need? Venue: TBA. 
Contact: Terry May ph 03 9743 1168

W A
• 6/3 W A  Specials section Break­
fast. All Seasons Freeway Hotel, 55 
Mill Point Road, South Perth. 7.30pm. 
Cost: $10.50 continental, $14.50 full 
buffet. RSVP: by 2/3 Kylie Lavars ph 
08 9348 4175, fx 08 9325 1684, 
kylie.lavars@woodside.com.au

• 26/3-22/8 National Special Li­
braries section Committee met- 
tings. Location: Room G2, Alexander 
Library Building, Perth, WA at 5pm on 
26/3, 23/4, 28/5, 25/6, 23/7, 27/8, 
24/9 and 22/10 in 1998. New com- 
mitte members and/or observers/visi- 
tors to Perth are welcome. Contact 
Joyce Stevem ph 08 9366 4746, fx 08 
9366 4779, stevenij@eec.com.au

• 2/4 W A  Branch. Mentoring soiree/ 
information evening. 5:30pm for 
6:00pm. Rosie O'Grady's, upstairs, 
205 James Street Northbridge. RSVP: 
Margaret Jones ph 9360 2513 
mjones@portia.murdoch.edu.au

• 8/4 W A  Specials section Library 
of the Month — Water Corporation 
Library Information Services. Venue: 
629 Newcastle Street, Leederville. 
Time: 5.30pm for 6pm. RSVP: Janet 
Megarrity ph 9420 2865, library® 
watercoporation.com.au

• 22/4 WA Specials section Intranet Fo­
rum. 3 guest speakers. Venue: Tiwest 
Joint Venture, Technology Park, Bentley. 
Time: 5pm-7pm. Cost: $15 Specials, $20 
other ALIA members (includes refreshe- 
ments). RSVP: Ling Heang ph 0418 941 
861, heangsl@bigfoot.com. Payment 
must be received by 3/4/98
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