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workshop — Tools of the trade: skills 
for library technicians. Chateau 
Yaldara, Lyndoch, Barossa Valley. 
$150 ALIA members, $170 non­
members. Contact: Marion Fielke ph 
(08) 8374 6258. RSVP by 12/2

25/3 Copyrigh t for non-pro fit li­
braries. 4 seminars ($50 each), at SA 
Museum. Given by lawyers from the 
Copyright Council. 1 Introduction, 2 
Print resources, 3 Internet and other 
electronic resources, 4 AV resources 
and performances. Fx 02 9698 3536, 
http://www.copyright.org.au

T A S
•17/3 Tas Branch. Dinner for exist­
ing ALIA/ACLIS members and invita­
tion to new members. Those who 
join on the night have their meal 
paid for. 7:30pm. Special guest Vic 
Elliot, university librarian. Venue: 
Mount Nelson Signal Station 
Restaurant.Cost: $25, menu in LINK. 
Contact: Meredith Newman ph 03 
6232 5258, fx 03 6232 5103, 
newmanm@h130.aone.net.au

24/3 NARG. Telecommuting: the 
Launceston City Council's pilot 
project. Venue: 24 Craiglands Court, 
West Launceston. 5.30pm. Contact: 
Andrew Parsons ph 03 6335 4738, fx 
03 6335 4821, a.parsons@corp.amc. 
edu.au

• ?/4 Tas Branch. HTML for librari­
ans. Venue: TAFE computer lab, 
Bathurst Street. Cost: $5.00 mem­
bers, $7.00 non-members. Contact: 
Meredith Newman ph 03 6232 
5258, fx 03 6232 5103, newmanm@ 
h130.aone.net.au

• ?/5 Tas Branch. Marion Jameson, 
recipient of the 1997 Sir John Morris 
travelling scholarship will talk about 
her trip overseas. Venue: TBA. Con­
tact: Meredith Newman ph 03 6232 
5258, fx 03 6232 5103, newmanm@ 
hi 30.aone.net.au

V I C
•  25/2 V icto rian  L ib rary Tecni- 
cian's section. Electronic serials pre­
sented by Julie Boyd of Ebsco and 
Tom Girke from Monash University. 
Venue: Melbourne University, Baillieu 
Library, Ground floor meeting room. 
Time: 6 for 6.30pm. A light supper 
provided. RSVP: Kerrie Kelly ph 03 
9669 9037, kerriek@slv.vic.gov.au

• 18/3 V icto rian  L ib rary Techn i­
cian's section. Committee meeting, 
everyone welcome. Venue: State Li­
brary of Victoria, seminar room. 
Please meet Kerrie in the Swanston 
Street foyer at 6pm. RSVP: Kerrie Kel­
ly ph 03 9669 9037
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E d u c a t i o n  l e n d i n g  r i g h t s  —  

t o  p r e s e r v e  a n d  p r o t e c t

Libby Gleeson, Australian Society o f Authors, PLR C om m ittee 1 9 8 9 -1 9 9 7

A u s tra lia n  c re a to rs  —  w r ite rs ,  i l lu s t ra ­

to rs , p h o to g ra p h e rs ,  c o m p ile r s  a n d  

e d ito rs  —  are e n t it le d  to  c o m p e n s a ­

t io n  fo r  th e ir  w o rk  b e in g  a v a ila b le  fo r  use in  

th e  p u b l ic  l ib ra ry  s e c to r. A u s tra l ia 's  P u b lic  

L e n d in g  R ig h t S ch e m e  d o e s  n o t e x te n d  to  

e d u c a t io n a l l ib ra r ie s .  In 1 9 7 4 , w h e n  th e  

sch e m e  b e g a n , th e  costs  o f  s u rv e y in g  th e  l i ­

b ra ries  in  s c h o o l and  te r t ia ry  e d u c a t io n  in s t i­

tu t io n s  w a s  p ro h ib it iv e .

T h e  A u s tra lia n  S o c ie ty  o f  A u th o rs , w h ic h  

had lo b b ie d  su cce ss fu lly  fo r  th e  P u b lic  L e n d ­

in g  R ig h t S chem e, a c ce p te d  th e  s itu a tio n  b u t 

has a lw a y s  m a in ta in e d  th a t th e  s c h e m e  is 

in c o m p le te . T hose  w h o s e  w o rk  is in  an e d u ­

c a t io n a l l ib ra ry  are as e n t it le d  to  c o m p e n s a ­

t io n  as th o se  w h o s e  w o rk  is in  th e  p u b l ic  l i ­

b ra r ie s . W h y  s h o u ld  c re a to rs  s u b s id is e  th e  
e d u c a t io n  sys tem  w h e re  a c re a to r  re ce ive s  a 

s in g le  ro y a lty  p a y m e n t fo r  a s in g le  sa le  w h e n  

th a t b o o k  m ig h t be used by  tens, m a y b e  h u n ­

d re d s , o f  readers?

L e n d in g  r ig h t sch e m e s  are  an im p o r ta n t 

w a y  in  w h ic h  th e  c o m m u n ity  g ive s  ju s t re ­

w a rd s  to  th o se  c re a te  th e  n a t io n 's  lite ra tu re :  

be  it f ic t io n ,  p o p u la r -g e n re  w r i t in g  o r  n o n ­

f ic t io n .  A u s tra lia n  w r ite rs  e a rn , o n  a ve ra g e , 

a p p ro x im a te ly  $ 3 5 0 0  fro m  th e ir  w r i t in g .  T h e  
in c e n t iv e  to  c o n t in u e  to  c re a te  is v e ry  lo w . 

As w e ll,  A u s tra lia n  w r i t in g  and b o o k  p u b lis h ­

ing  is th re a te n e d  by  th e  in c re a s in g  g lo b a lis a ­

t io n  o f  th e  in d u s try . M o re  and m o re  ove rseas 

t it le s  a re  a v a ila b le  c h e a p ly  in th is  c o u n try .

M a n y  n a tio n s , p a r t ic u la r ly  th o s e  in  

S c a n d a n a v ia , see th e ir  le n d in g  r ig h t  p r o ­

g ra m s  as p a rt o f  th e ir  n a t io n a l c u ltu ra l 

p o lic y .  P ro te c t io n  o f  s to ry  and  la n g u a g e  are  

p r io r it ie s  in  th o se  c o u n tr ie s  w h e re  o th e r  la n ­

g u a g e s , s u c h  as E n g lish  a n d  G e rm a n , a re  

w id e ly  sp o k e n , s tu d ie d  an d  read.

In 1 9 9 0 , th e  A u s tra l ia n  S o c ie ty  o f  A u ­

th o rs  an d  th e  A u s tra lia n  P u b lish e rs ' A s s o c ia ­

t io n  c o m m is s io n e d  a s u rv e y  in to  th e  p r o b ­

a b le  h o ld in g s  o f  A u s tra l ia n  t i t le s  in  th e  

e d u c a tio n a l area. T h e  re p o rt fro m  th e  su rvey , 

th e  G u lb e rg  R e p o rt, b e c a m e  th e  bas is  o f  a 

c a m p a ig n  to  w in  s u p p o r t  fro m  th e  g o v e rn ­

m e n t fo r  an a d d it io n a l sche m e. T h is  sche m e , 

th e  E d u c a tio n  L e n d in g  R ig h t S chem e, w o u ld  

c o m p le m e n t  th e  P u b lic  L e n d in g  R ig h t 

S c h e m e , b u t n o t d ra in  fu n d s  fro m  it. H u n ­

d re d s  o f  le tte rs  w e re  w r it te n  and d e le g a tio n s  

lo b b ie d  th e  v a r io u s  M in is te rs  fo r  th e  A rts  

o v e r th e  e n s u in g  fo u r  yea rs.

In 1 9 9 4 , th e  K e a tin g  G o v e rn m e n t a n ­

n o u n c e d  th e  c re a t io n  o f  an ELR sc h e m e  as 

pa rt o f  th e ir  C re a tiv e  n a t io n  p o lic y .  T h e  D e ­
p a r tm e n t o f  C o m m u n ic a t io n  an d  th e  A rts

a n d  th e  P u b lic  L e n d in g  R ig h t C o m m it te e ,  

re s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  th e  

s c h e m e , in v e s t ig a te d  w a y s  to  im p le m e n t  a 

c o s t-e ffe c t iv e  sys tem  o f  ELR.

M o d e rn  te c h n o lo g y  p r o v id e d  th e  a n ­

sw e rs . C a ta lo g u in g  d a ta b a se s  th a t h o ld  a ll 

th e  c u r re n t t it le s  in  th e  v a r io u s  l ib ra r ie s  can  

be c h e c k e d  a g a ins t th e  e le c t ro n ic  ca ta lo g u e s  

o f  in d iv id u a l  s c h o o ls , u n iv e rs it ie s  a n d  c o l ­

leges. T h e  m e th o d s  d e v is e d  a re  less t im e -  

c o n s u m in g  th a n  the  m a n u a l c o u n t n e eded  in 

th e  p u b l ic  l ib ra ry  sys te m . It w a s  e n v is a g e d  

th a t th e  b o o k s  in  th e  e d u c a t io n a l s e c to r  

w o u ld  a t t ra c t  lo w e r  p a y m e n ts  th a n  in  th e  

PLR s c h e m e  b u t th a t th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  

th e  sch e m e  w o u ld  b ro a d ly  be  s im ila r  to  PLR.

In 1 9 9 6  th e  H o w a rd  g o v e rn m e n t  a n ­

n o u n c e d  th a t th e  E d u c a tio n a l L e n d in g  R ig h t 

s c h e m e  w o u ld  n o t p ro c e e d . T o o  fe w  fu n d s  
w e re  d e e m e d  to  h a ve  been  set a s id e  b y  th e  

p re v io u s  g o v e rn m e n t  a n d  n o  fu r th e r  fu n d s  

w o u ld  be  fo r th c o m in g . Le tte rs  sen t to  re c ip i­

en ts  o f  PLR im p lie d  th a t ELR m ig h t p ro c e e d  

at a m o re  a p p ro p r ia te  e c o n o m ic  t im e .

A fte r  th e  1 9 9 6  fe d e ra l b u d g e t, th e  A u s ­

tra lia n  S o c ie ty  o f  A u th o rs  w a s  in v o lv e d  in  a 

c a m p a ig n  to  re tr ie v e  th o se  areas o f  th e  PLR 

th a t had  be en  cu t. T h e  m o s t n o ta b le  o f  these  

w a s  th e  d e le t in g  o f  b o o k s  fro m  th e  sys te m  

a fte r tw e n ty - f iv e  yea rs  —  a d e c is io n  w h ic h  

led  to  loss o f  in c o m e  to  m a n y  o f  th e  e ld e r ly  

w r ite r s  o f  o u r  m o s t c la s s ic  te x ts . T h e n  o u r  

e ffo r ts  w e re  in v e s te d  in  s u b m is s io n s  to  th e  

c u r re n t re v ie w  o f  th e  P u b lic  L e n d in g  R ig h t.

It is fa i r ly  c e r ta in  th a t 1 9 9 8  w i l l  be  an 

e le c t io n  yea r. T he  fe d e ra l o p p o s it io n  sh a d o w  

m in is te r  fo r  th e  arts, se n a to r B ob  M c M u lla n ,  

has a lre a d y  m a de  a fu l l  c o m m itm e n t to  E du­

c a t io n a l L e n d in g  R ig h t —  p ro m is in g  th a t if  

e le c te d , th e  A u s tra lia n  La b o r P arty  w i l l  in t r o ­

d u c e  th e  sch e m e . P rec ise  c o m m itm e n ts  in  

te rm s  o f  m o n e y  an d  a d m in is t ra t io n  w i l l  be 

a n n o u n c e d  c lo s e r to  th e  e le c t io n .  As w ith  

PLR, th e  m o n e y  w i l l  c o m e  n o t fro m  th e  in s t i­

tu t io n s , b u t fro m  a fe d e ra l b u d g e t a llo c a t io n . 

S e n a to r M c M u lla n  e n v isa g e s  th a t a s a la ry  

s im ila r  to  th a t o f  PLR w o u ld  be  a p p ro p r ia te .

It is t im e  th a t a s im ila r  c o m m itm e n t  w as  
g iv e n  b y  s e n a to r R ic h a rd  A ls to n , th e  m in is ­

te r re s p o n s ib le  in  th e  H o w a rd  G o v e rn m e n t.  

T h e  A u s tra l ia n  S o c ie ty  o f  A u th o rs  has 

m o u n te d  a v ig o ro u s  c a m p a ig n , d e m a n d in g  

th a t th e  g o v e rn m e n t m a tc h  th e  p ro m is e s  o f  

th e  o p p o s it io n .  P la titu d e s  o f  s u p p o rt fo r  A u s ­

t ra l ia n  w r ite r s  a n d  p u b lis h e rs  a re  n o t 

e n o u g h . F in a n c ia l s u p p o rt th ro u g h  E d u ca tio n  

L e n d in g  R igh t is ju s t an d  necessary  to  e n d u re  

th e  f lo u r is h in g  a sp ec t o f  o u r  c u ltu re .  ■
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