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B e g u n  in  1 9 9 0 , th e  S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f  

V ic to r ia 's  re d e v e lo p m e n t is n o w  in 
its e ig h th  y e a r o f  c o n s tru c t io n .  T h e  

re d e v e lo p m e n t is a key c o m p o n e n t o f  th e  

V ic to r ia n  s ta te  g o v e rn m e n t 's  e x te n s iv e  

A g e n d a  21  p ro g ra m , a im e d  a t re v ita l is in g  

th e  c e n tre  o f  M e lb o u rn e .

S in ce  its e s ta b lis h m e n t in  1 8 5 6 , th e  l i ­

b ra ry  has sh a re d  its c e n tra l c i ty  s ite  w ith  

o th e r  c u ltu ra l in s t itu t io n s . A t th e  c o m p le ­

t io n  o f  th e  re d e v e lo p m e n t,  w h ic h  is e x ­
p e c te d  to  o c c u r  in  2 0 0 2 , th e  l ib ra ry  w i l l  

be  th e  so le  o c c u p a n t o f  th e  s ite  th a t c o v ­

ers an e n t ire  c ity  b lo c k . R e s to ra tio n  o f  e x ­

is tin g  b u ild in g s  a n d  lim ite d  n e w  c o n s tru c ­
t io n  p ro v id e s  fo r  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  in c re a s e d  

space  w h ic h  w i l l  e n a b le  th e  lib ra ry  to  im p ro v e  e x is t in g  se rv ­

ices  a n d  d e v e lo p  n e w  on es .

T h e  p ro je c t  w i l l  g re a tly  e x p a n d  p u b l ic  areas, w h i le  te c h ­

n o lo g ic a l a d v a n c e s  w i l l  im p ro v e  a n d  e x te n d  in fo rm a t io n  

s e rv ice s . F u rth e r, th e  re d e v e lo p m e n t w i l l  p ro v id e  e n v ir o n ­

m e n ta lly -c o n tro l le d  h o u s in g  fo r  th e  lib ra ry 's  p r ice le ss  an d  ir ­

re p la c e a b le  c o lle c t io n s  an d  fa c il ita te  im p ro v e d  w o rk in g  c o n ­
d it io n s  fo r  sta ff.

S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f  V ic to ria :  
a  c o m b in a t io n  o f  b e a u ty  a n d  fu n c t io n a lity

a ir - c o n d it io n e d  c o m fo r t.  It has been  f it te d  o u t w ith  firs t-c la ss  
a u d io -v is u a l fa c i l i t ie s  an d  the  a u d ito r iu m  has an a u d io  lo o p  

fo r  p e o p le  w ith  h e a rin g  im p a irm e n t. A ls o  c o m p le te d  th is  yea r 

w a s  th e  c o n s tru c t io n  o f  th e  f irs t o f  fo u r  p ro p o s e d  c o u rty a rd s  

s u r ro u n d in g  th e  D o m e  B u ild in g .  A  g la z e d  a tr iu m  ro o f  in ­

s ta lle d  o v e r a sp a ce -fra m e  p ro v id e s  an e le g a n t, a iry  p re c in c t.  

In th e  fu tu re , th is  spa ce  w i l l  be  th e  p e rm a n e n t h o m e  o f  th e  

l ib ra ry 's  g e n e a lo g y  se rv ice .

A n  o v e ra ll  d e s ig n  s tra te g y  fo r  th e  p ro je c t  has be en  g e n ­

e ra te d  b y  th e  in te r io r  d e s ig n  f irm , G e y e r D e s ig n , in  c o n ju n c ­

t io n  w i th  th e  p ro je c t 's  a r c h ite c ts ,  A n c h e r  M o r t lo c k  an d  

W o o lle y .  O n e  o f th e  c h a lle n g e s  o f  re d e v e lo p in g  th e  e x is tin g  

s ite  is th a t th e  de s ig n  m u s t l in k  a n u m b e r o f  e x is t in g  a n d  n e w  

b u ild in g s  o f  v a r io u s  ages a n d  d e s ig n  in to  a c o h e s iv e  w h o le .

In S e p te m b e r 1 9 9 3 , th e  S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f  V ic to r ia  w e l ­

c o m e d  th e  p u b l ic  in to  th e  n e w  N o r th  East W in g ,  th e  n e w  

te m p o ra ry  h o m e  o f  th e  l ib ra ry 's  s p e c ia l c o l le c t io n s .  A  p u r­

p o s e -b u ilt ,  s ix -s to re y , a ir - c o n d i t io n e d  s to ra g e  fa c i l i t y ,  th e  

N o r th  East W in g  c u r re n t ly  ho uses  so m e  o f  th e  m o s t fra g ile  

an d  v a lu a b le  m a te r ia ls  o w n e d  b y  th e  lib ra ry . T h e  c o lle c t io n s  

re lo c a te d  to  th is  b u ild in g  in c lu d e d  ra re  b o o k s , th e  p ic tu re s  

c o lle c t io n ,  m a n u sc rip ts , m aps an d  n e w sp a p e rs . A lm o s t seven 

k ilo m e tre s  o f  m o b ile  s h e lv in g  a n d  a k ilo m e tre  o f  s ta tic  s h e lv ­

in g  w e re  in s ta lle d  p r io r  to  th e  re lo c a t io n  o f  th e  c o lle c t io n s .

In O c to b e r  1 9 9 5  th e  l ib ra ry  re -o c c u p ie d  th e  re fu rb is h e d  

La T ro b e  B u i ld in g ,  s u b s e q u e n t ly  re n a m e d  th e  A u g u s te  La 

T o u c h e  A rm s tro n g  b u ild in g .  A  s ig n if ic a n t  a d d it io n  to  the  

S tate L ib ra ry  c o m p le x , a c h ie v e d  w ith  th is  re fu rb is h m e n t, is 

a n e w  th e a tre tte , w h ic h  p ro v id e s  s e a tin g  fo r  2 1 0  p e o p le  in

In M a rc h  1997, th e  lib ra ry  p ro c la im e d  its ro le  as a le a d e r 

in  te c h n o lo g ic a l a d v a n c e m e n t w i th  th e  o p e n in g  o f  th e  

T re s c o w th ic k  In fo rm a t io n  C e n tre . O c c u p y in g  th e  e n t ire  

g ro u n d  f lo o r  o f  th e  D o m e  B u ild in g , th e  c e n tre  is th e  firs t p u b ­

l ic  area  s p e c if ic a l ly  fu rb is h e d  to  c a te r  fo r  th e  c o m p u te r  age. 

T h e  c e n tre  has fo r ty  p e rs o n a l c o m p u te rs  p r o v id in g  o n lin e  

p u b l ic  access to  th e  S tate L ib ra ry 's  vas t c o l le c t io n  o f  b o o k  

an d  n o n -b o o k  m a te ria ls , in c lu d in g  a v is u a l da taba se  o f  m o re  

tha n  10 4  0 0 0  im ages. U sers are a lso  a b le  to  sea rch  C D -R O M  

inde xes  and  fu l l- te x t  da tabases, th e  ca ta lo g u e s  o f  o th e r l ib ra r ­

ies an d  th e  In te rn e t.

In 1 9 9 8 , th e  l ib ra ry  w i l l  re lo c a te  its h e a v ily -u s e d  n e w s ­

p a p e r se rv ic e  to  th e  se co n d  o f  th e  fo u r  c o u rty a rd s  to  be  c o n ­

s tru c te d . D o c u m e n ta t io n  d e v e lo p m e n t  fo r  th e  n e x t tw o  

stages is w e l l  u n d e rw a y , as is a re v ie w  o f  th e  o r ig in a l 1 9 8 9  

m a s te r p la n . In c lu d e d  in  th e  n e x t s tage w i l l  be th e  c o n s tru c ­

t io n  o f  th e  tw o  re m a in in g  c o u rty a rd s . T hese  c o u rty a rd s  w i l l  

ho use  th e  a rt, m u s ic  a n d  p e r fo rm in g  arts s e rv ic e  an d  an e x ­

is tin g  n e w  m u lt im e d ia  se rv ic e . A ls o  p la n n e d  is th e  re s to ra ­

t io n  o f  th e  fa m o u s  D o m e d  R e ad ing  R o o m  an d  th e  s u r ro u n d ­

in g  a n n u lu s . U n d e r  in te n se  in v e s t ig a tio n  is th e  fe a s ib i l i ty  o f  

re in s ta t in g  th e  s k y lig h ts . It is b e lie v e d  th a t th e  d o m e d  sky - ►
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A- lig h ts  an d  la n te rn  ro o f l ig h t  are o f  s ig n if ic a n c e  to  th e  fo rm  and 

a m b ie n c e  o f  th e  D o m e d  R ead ing  R oom  and s h o u ld  th e re fo re  

id e a l ly  be  re in s ta te d . T h is  is h o w e v e r, c o n d it io n a l o n  o th e r  

ro o f in g  w o rk s  s t i l l  b e in g  in v e s tig a te d . F u tu re  p la n n in g  a lso  

in v o lv e s  re s to ra t io n  o f  M c C o y  H a ll to  p ro v id e  an a d d it io n a l 

b e a u t ifu l re a d in g  ro o m  and  c re a tio n  o f  n e w  an d  e x c it in g  e x ­
h ib i t io n  spaces.

F rances A w c o c k ,  c h ie f  e x e c u tiv e  o f f ic e r  an d  sta te  l ib ra r ­

ian , says th e  re d e v e lo p m e n t p ro ce ss  has p rese n te d  a u n iq u e  

c h a lle n g e . N o t o n ly  is a w h o le  c ity  b lo c k  to  be d e d ic a te d  to  

lib ra ry  p u rp o se s , b u t th e  re d e v e lo p e d  b u ild in g s  w i l l  p ro v id e  

e x c it in g  lin k s  b e tw e e n  th e  past, th e  p re se n t and  th e  fu tu re .

As w e l l  as c e le b ra t in g  o u r  h e rita g e  th ro u g h  re s to ra tio n  o f 

m a n y  o f  th e  n in te e n th -c e n tu ry  in te r io rs  and  the  g rea t D o m e d  

R e a d in g  R o o m , w e  w i l l  a lso  be  c re a tin g  fa c i l i t ie s  a n d  se rv ­

ices th a t a re  h ig h ly  v is ib le  e xp re ss io n s  o f  th e  'n e w  a g e '. ■

Y o u t h f u l  c r e a t i o n s :  d e s i g n s  f o r  a l l  a g e s

Ruth Cam eron, manager com m unity inform ation and libraries, Brisbane C ity Council Library Service

Leader o f  the M o u n t Om m aney Library yo u th  g roup  
speaks a t the opening  o f  the library's youthspace

T h ese  in c lu d e :

W h a t d o  th e  w o rd s  ' l ib r a r y  

d e s ig n ' m e an  to  a lib ra ria n ?  

T h e  c h a lle n g e s  o f  c o m b in ­
in g  fo rm  w ith  fu n c t io n ,  u se rs ' n e eds  

w ith  p ra c t ic a l re s tra in ts , an d  w o r k f lo w  

re q u ire m e n ts  w ith  a e s th e tic  c o n s id e ra ­

t io n s  a re  fo rm id a b le .

T h e  de s ig n  w o rk  o f  lib ra r ia n s  g e n e r­

a l ly  in c lu d e s  such  a c t iv it ie s  as w o rk in g  

w ith  th e  p ro je c t 's  a rc h ite c ts  and  lib ra ry  

s ta ff to  d e ta il th e  b r ie f,  n e g o tia t in g  w ith  

de ve lo p e rs , p la n n in g  the  p ro je c t and e n ­

s u r in g  th a t th e  d e s ig n  is o p e ra t io n a lly  

s o u n d . D e p e n d in g  o n  th e  sco p e  and 

s ize  o f  th e  p ro je c t ,  th e  lib ra r ia n  m ig h t 

a ls o  be in v o lv e d  w ith  fu rn itu re  s e le c ­
t io n ,  l ig h t  a n d  sa fe ty  f it t in g s , o r even  

c o lo u r  c o - o rd in a t io n ,  ju g g lin g  these  

c o n s id e ra tio n s  is im p o s s ib le  w ith o u t  in ­
p u t fro m  th e  f in a l e n d -use rs  o f  th e  se rv ­

ice  —  ta p p in g  in to  th e  needs an d  w an ts  

o f c u s to m e rs  is v ita l.

T h e  B r is b a n e  C ity  C o u n c i l  h a r ­
nessed th e  c re a t iv e  ta le n ts  o f  o n e  o f  its 

m o s t v ita l —  a n d  m o s t d e m a n d in g  —  

c u s to m e r  g ro u p s  w h e n  it in v i te d  th e  
y o u n g  p e o p le  o f  B r is b a n e  to  b e c o m e  

in v o lv e d  in  p la n n in g  a 'y o u th s p a c e ' at 

th e  M o u n t  O m m a n e y  L ib ra ry .

T h e  y o u th s p a c e  w a s  d e s ig n e d  to  

a p p e a l to  c u s to m e rs  aged  tw e lv e  to  

s e ve n te e n . A p p r o x im a te ly  s ix ty  squ a re  
m e tre s  in a rea , re c ta n g u la r-s h a p e d  and 

d e f in e d  b y  a c u rv e d  fe a tu re  w a l l ,  a 

la rg e  d is p la y  w a l l ,  w in d o w s  a n d  s h e lv ­

in g , th e  spa ce  is re la x e d , c o lo u r fu l and  

v e ry  d is t in c t iv e .

It fe a tu re s  a 'c o m fy  c o r n e r ' w ith  

b e an  bags, lo u n g e  c h a irs  an d  p o p u la r  

b o o k s , m a g a z in e s  a n d  m u s ic . It a lso  

p ro v id e s  In te rn e t  acce ss , n e tw o rk e d  

C D -R O M  a n d  D a ta b a n k  fa c i l i t ie s ,  a 

w h ite b o a r d ,  p ig e o n h o le s  a n d  a la rg e  

d is p la y  w a l l .  L o c a l y o u n g  p e o p le  have  

d e c o ra te d  th e  sp a ce  w ith  a re t ro - lo o k  

ta b le  and  a r tw o rk  such  as s ilk  hang ing s , 

p o s te rs  an d  s m a ll s c u lp tu re s .

T h e  y o u th s p a c e  fu n c t io n s  as an in ­

fo rm a l s tu d y  area an d  as a p la c e  w h e re  
y o u n g  p e o p le  ca n  se lec t item s fo r  lo a n , 

re a d , m e e t fr ie n d s , c h a t, p la y  b o a rd -  

gam es a n d  c re a te  a r tw o rk  fo r  th e  m in i ­

g a lle ry 's  d is p la y  w a ll.

Y o u n g  p e o p le  a re  e n c o u ra g e d  to  

use the  w h o le  l ib ra ry  an d , a lth o u g h  th e  

y o u th s p a c e  w as d e s ig n e d  to  m e e t th e ir  

n e eds  a n d  s ty le , th e y  d o  n o t h a ve  e x ­

c lu s iv e  use o f  th e  area. T he  y o u th s p a c e  

is n o t p h y s ic a l ly  se p a ra te  f ro m  th e  l i ­

b ra ry , b u t is an in c o rp o ra te d  p a rt o f  th e  

w h o le .  T h is  a llo w s  th e  y o u th s p a c e  and 

its fa c il it ie s  to  be fu l ly  acce ss ib le  d u r in g  

o p e n  ho u rs  w h i le  a lso  p ro v id in g  an a p ­

p ro p r ia te  m ix  o f  v is ib i l i ty ,  p r iv a c y  an d  

in d e p e n d e n c e  fo r  y o u n g  p e o p le .

T h e  ke y  to  its success is th a t it d e ­

r ive d  fro m  a g e n u in e  expressed c o m m u ­

n ity  y o u th  need and d e v e lo p e d  th ro u g h  

lo c a l y o u th  p a r t ic ip a t io n  an d  in p u t fa ­

c i l i ta te d  b y  a sp e c ia l co n s u lta n t.

T h e  M o u n t  O m m a n e y  L ib ra ry  

y o u th s p a c e  h ig h lig h ts  a n u m b e r  o f  the  

m o s t im p o rta n t de s ig n  va lue s  an d  c r ite ­
ria  to  c o n s id e r  w h e n  d e s ig n in g  p u b lic  

lib ra r ie s .

•  o p e n  c o m m u n ic a t io n  w ith  a ll s ta ke ­

h o ld e rs ;

•  a c o -o p e ra t iv e  a n d  f le x ib le  te a m ;

•  s p a c io u s , o p e n -p la n  la y o u t  w i th  

spaces fo r  c o m m u n ity  in te ra c t io n ;

•  a m ix  o f  fo rm a l s tu d y  areas w ith  in ­

fo rm a l lo u n g e s  a n d  c h a tt in g  spa ce ;

• w id e  s p a c in g  b e tw e e n  ro w s  to  fa c i l i ­

ta te  w h e e lc h a ir  a n d  t ro l le y  access;

•  lo w  m a x im u m  s h e lf he ig h ts  fo r  be tte r 

re a ch , v is ib i l i t y  an d  a m b ie n c e ;

•  q u a lity  m a te r ia ls , f it t in g s  a n d  fin is h e s  

to  re d u c e  m a in te n a n c e  and  g iv e  c o n ­

f id e n c e  in  s e rv ic e ;

•  a m p le  p la in - la n g u a g e  s ig n a g e ; an d

• c o n g e n ia l s ta f f fa c i l i t ie s  fo r  s ta ff 

h e a lth , sa fe ty , s e c u r ity  an d  m o ra le .

W h a te v e r  th e  s iz e  o r  s c o p e  o f  a 

p u b lic  l ib ra ry  de s ig n  p ro je c t, its success 

c a n  o n ly  be  ju d g e d  b y  its c u s to m e rs . 

T h e  y o u th s p a c e  at M o u n t  O m m a n e y  

has s u c c e e d e d : it is in  fu l l  use an d  th e  

B r is b a n e  C ity  C o u n c il has fu n d e d  tw o  

m o re  y o u th s p a c e s  to r  1 9 9 8 . ■
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