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PUBRAI5S 1997 organis ing com m ittee, L-R Dale Drysdale, Vivien Nash, Ivan Catlin, 
Brenda Simpson, M ichael Hallam, Ruth Cameron, Sue Willis, G e o ff Chapman, Jennifer

Slattery (absent Jann W ebb)

T his  c o n fe r e n c e  c e r t a i n l y  c a p ­

tu r e d  th e  i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  m a n y  

de legates. M o r e  tha n  4 0 0  p e o p le  

re g is te re d ,  an d  w i t h  d a y  de le ga te s  an d  

v is i to rs  to  th e  t ra de  e x h ib i t i o n  the re  o f ­

ten  se e m e d  to  be m o re  th a n  tha t.

T h e  o r g a n is in g  c o m m i t t e e  has m e t  

fo r  an in te r im  e v a lu a t io n  an d  w i l l  m e e t  

w i t h  th e  c o n fe re n c e  o rgan ise rs  in e a r ly  

1 9 9 8  ( o n c e  th e  b o o k s  are a u d i te d )  to  

f i n a l i s e  th in g s .  T h e  g e n e ra l  f e e l in g  is 

th a t ,  as w i t h  a l l  s u ch  v e n tu re s ,  t h e re  

w e r e  th in g s  tha t  w e  d id  w e l l  an d  th ings  

w h i c h  w e  c o u ld  ha ve  d o n e  be tte r .

D e le g a te s  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  p o s i t i v e  

a b o u t  c o m b i n i n g  th e  P u b l i c  L ib ra r ie s  

S ec t ion  a n d  R e fe rence  an d  In fo rm a t io n  

S e rv ic e s  S e c t io n  c o n fe r e n c e s  so w e  
w o u l d  d e e m  th a t  to  be a success.

T h e re  w e r e  m a n y  p o s i t i v e  c o m ­

m e n ts  a b o u t  the  c h o i c e  o f  v e n u e  an d  

w e  w e r e  p le a s e d  to  o f f e r  d e le g a te s  a 
v e n u e  b e f i t t i n g  th e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a n d  

p ro fe s s io n .  A  d o w n - s id e  to  u s in g  such  

f a c i l i t i e s  w a s  th a t  th e re  s e e m e d  to  be

an end less  list o f  ' ru le s  an d  re g u la t io n s '  
—  p a r t i c u la r l y  a b o u t  th e  c a te r in g  costs  

an d  c h o ic e s ,  a n d  th e  p r o v is io n  o f  se rv ­

ices  a f te r  m i d n i g h t  (h e n c e  th e  a b r u p t  

ha l t  o f  th e  m u s ic  a t  d in n e r  —  so r ry  to  

tho se  w h o  w a n t e d  to  p a r ty  o n ! ) .

Th ese  are  jus t  s o m e  o f  the  th o u g h ts  
o f  a c o n v e n o r  in th e  p o s t - c o n fe r e n c e  

phase. It w a s  in te res t ing  an d  e x c i t in g  to  

be p a r t  o f  such  a p o s i t iv e  p ro fe ss io n a l  

e x p e r ie n c e .  W o u l d  I d o  it aga in?  W e l l ,  

p e rh a p s  n o t  in 1 9 9 8 .  ■

New!
S p e c i a l  f o r  A L I A  m e m b e r s . . .

P u r c h a s e  t h e  
n e w l y - r e l e a s e d  
D ire c to ry  o f  
lib ra ries  a n d  
archives in  th e  
Pacific Islands, 
a n d  r e c e i v e  A sian  
resources: a 
d ire c to ry  o f  
databases on Asia  
accessible in  
A u s tra lia  f o r  o n l y  $ 5 !
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Australian 
Library and 
Information 
Association

Australian 
Library and 
Information 
Association

Directory of 
libraries amPl 

archives in tiff* 
Pacific Islands

for the Asia and Pacific Special Interest Group

The fine print...
Use th e  o rde r  fo rm  on 
th e  back o f  th e  inC ite  
cover sheet.

This special o f fe r  is open 
t o  ALIA  members on ly; 
no rm al m e m ber  pr ice is 
$12 f o r  each d irecto ry; 
no n -m e m b e r  pr ice is $15 
f o r  each d irec to ry

Asian
resources:

A  d ire c to ry  o f  
d a ta b a se s  o n  Asia 

accessib le  in  A u s tra lia
compiled by Nereida Cross and 

edited by Susan MacDougall
for the Asia and Pacific Special Interest Group

Accepting the challenges of the future: 

learning together -  implementing successfully

The was established in 1996 at the initiati­
ve of the Bertelsmann Foundation and is currently made up of 11 innovative heads of 
libraries from 9 countries. It pools the know-how that exists worldwide, strengthens the 
exchange of experience among experts, supports the development of successful manage­
ment concepts and especially promotes the transfer of know-how into practice. Become a 
member of this network! To expand the group we are looking for five practitioners with 
outstanding experience and results in innovative library work. We invite candidates to 
work on the following subjects:

■ Effective Leadership: demands placed on management: structures and methods 
to secure longterm motivation of staff

■ Partnerships and Cooperation: successful partnerships and their integration 
into the overall concept of the library

■ Efficient Employment of Resources: organization structures and mechanisms 
that lead to cost-consciousness and to thrifty business management

■ New Distribution Channels -  New Services: specially tailored offerings and 
innovative services for new, potential customers

■ New Technologies: models for a permanent flexibility vis-a-vis technological 
innovation; formation of the personnel, financial and organizational structure.

International Network of Public Libraries -  an Initiative of the 
Bertelsmann Foundation. For further information please contact:

Kay Poustie
City of Stirling Public Libraries, City Administrative Centre 
Tel.: ++ 9/3 45 85 93 
Fax: ++ 9 /3  45 86 58 
E-Mail: poustie.kay@stirling.wa.gov.au
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