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•  Feb 1999 VICLIS Forum. CPD
brainstorming and planning session. 
Please prepare suggestions for 
events that you would like to attend 
in 1999. [date to be announced],

22-25/2/1999 Australian Socie­
ty of Indexers. Back of the book 
indexing. ACER Conference Room, 
19 Prospect Hill Road, Camberwell. 
Cost: $250 ($225 for A5I members). 
Contact: Max McMaster, ph/fx 03 
9571 5341, mindexer@
interconnea.com.au

WA
• 10/12 WA Branch. CPD commit­
tee. End of 1998 funaion and stu­
dent focus group night. Guest 
speaker: Glyn Parry on "Libraries 
and Librarians I have known". Rosie 
0'Grady's, James Street, North- 
bridge, 5:30 for 6pm, members/stu- 
dents $10.00, non-members 
$12.00, Contact: Denise Barker ph 
08 9478 0261, bellib@starwon. 
com.au RSVPby23/l 1.

National
27-29/1/99 The History Insti­
tute Vic. Summer School of Histori- 
al Research, three-day course for re­
searchers: visit archival repositories 
in learn information access, develop 
research skills, specialit archivists. 
Cost: $250 (all three days), $100 
(selected days). Details: History Insti­
tute, 254 Faraday Street, Carlton 
3053, ph/fx 03 9344 6209.

27-29/8/1999 Australian Socie­
ty of Indexers. Second Internation­
al Conference, The August Indexer. 
Hobart, Tasmania. Call for papers. 
Contact: Max McMaster, ph/fx 03 
9571 6341, mindexer®
interconnea.com.au

Con ference
• 19-21/1/99 Information On­
line and On Disc 99 conference.
Strategies for the next millennium. 
ALIA Information Science Section. 
Sydney Convention and Exhibition 
Centre, Darling Harbour. Contact: 
Wael Foda, ACMS, ph 02 9332 
4622, fx 02 9332 4066,
online99@acms.com.au http:// 
www.csu.edu.au/special/online99/

• 22-26/8/1999 8th Asian Pacif­
ic Special Health and Law Li­
brarians Conference. Strait to the 
future. Wrest Point Hotel Casino, 
Hobart. Contaa: Mures Convention
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Making news around Australia
S e le c te d  r e p r in t s  f r o m  n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  m a g a z in e s  in  r e c e n t  m o n th s

Busy library bigger
South West News, 9 S e p te m b e r 1 9 9 8

B ris b a n e  L o rd  M a y o r  J im  S o r le y  has re ­

o p e n e d  th e  In d o o ro o p il ly  L ib ra ry  a fte r a $ 1 .2  
m il l io n  re v a m p  and  n e w  lo c a t io n .  T he  b u s i­

est l ib ra ry  in B risb a n e , In d o o ro o p il ly ,  d ra w s  

4 0  0 0 0  v is ito rs  a m o n th .

T h e  re v a m p  is p a r t o f  a $ 8 .5  m i l l io n  

p ro je c t  to  e n h a n c e  lib ra r ie s  th ro u g h o u t B ris ­

ba n e  as c o m m u n ity  ce n tre s .

In d o o r o o p i l ly  has been  e x p a n d e d  to  in ­

c lu d e  free  in te rn e t access, C D -R O M s , w o r d ­

p ro c e s s in g  fa c i l i t ie s ,  a c o m m u n ity  m e e tin g  

ro o m  w ith  a fte r  h o u rs  acce ss , a fte r  h o u rs  

b o o k  re tu rn ,  d is p la y  a reas  a n d  s tu d y  a n d  

lo u n g e  fa c il it ie s .

IBM seer predicts revolution
b y  M a rk  H o lla n d s , The Australian, 15 S ep­

te m b e r  1 9 9 8

G a ry  C o h e n  is p a id  b y  th e  w o r ld 's  b ig g e s t 

c o m p u te r  c o m p a n y  to  p re d ic t  th e  e ve n ts  o f  

to m o r ro w . 'I see fu n d a m e n ta l c h a n g e , ' says 

C o h e n  o f IB M .

C o n v e rg e n c e  w a s  in e v ita b le  a n d  it w as  

l ik e ly  te le c o m m u n ic a t io n s  c o m p a n ie s  w i l l  

p r im e  th e m se lve s  to  b e c o m e  c o n te n t p ro v id ­

ers.

A n o th e r  im p o r ta n t fa c to r  w i l l  be  the  s u c ­
cess fu l r o l l-o u t  o f  In te rn e t2  —  an A m e r ic a n  

p ro je c t  in  w h ic h  125 u n iv e rs it ie s  a re  lin k e d  

to  a h ig h -s p e e d  n e tw o rk  th a t c a n  tra n s fe r  

d a ta  u p  to  1 0 0  tim e s  fa s te r th a n  th e  W o r ld  

W id e  W e b .

H is to ry  suggest In te rn e t2  w i l l  o v e rre a c h  

th e  lo g ic a l e x p e c ta tio n s  th a t w i l l  be set fo r  it.

Locals comment on how to improve library 
services
North West Express, 10 S e p te m b e r, 1 9 9 8

T h e  M ild u ra  R u ra l C ity  C o u n c i l 's  l ib ra r ie s  

m a n a g e m e n t s e rv ic e  is d u e  to  go  to  te n d e r  

and  lo c a l g ro u p s  ha ve  p a rt ic ip a te d  in d e v e l­

o p in g  s p e c if ic a t io n s  a n d  c o m m e n t in g  o n  

h o w  s e rv ice  le ve ls  can  be  a p p ro v e d .

V ic to r ia n  c o u n c ils  a re  n o w  re q u ire d  to  

'm a rk e t  te s t' o r  te n d e r  o u t  f i f t y  p e r c e n t o f  

th e ir  fu n c tio n s .

L ib ra ry  issues ra ised  in c lu d e d :  th e  need  

fo r  im p ro v e d  c h ild re n 's  access; th e  need  to  

p ro m o te  usage to  m en  a n d  th e  e ld e r ly ;  v is ­

its b y  a u tho rs ; and  th e  need  fo r  a b o o k  re tu rn  

b in

Maitland’s grief recorded
M aitland  M ercury, 3 S e p te m b e r 1 9 9 8

A  re c o rd  o f  th e  o u tp o u r in g  o f  g r ie f  a n d  so r­

ro w  fro m  M a it la n d  p e o p le  at th e  n e w s  o f  the  

d e a th  o f  D ia n a , P rin ce ss  o f  W a le s , w i l l  be 

ke p t at M a it la n d  C ity  l ib ra ry .

M e m b e r  fo r  M a it la n d  P e te r B la c k m o re  

p re s e n te d  a b o o k  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  c o n d o ­

le n c e  sh e e ts  w h ic h  c o n ta in  p e rs o n a l m es­

sages p e n n e d  b y  re s id e n ts  u p o n  h e a rin g  

a b o u t th e  D ia n a 's  d e a th .

M r  B la c k m o re  sa id  th e  re c o rd  w o u ld  

se rve  as e v id e n c e  fo r  fu tu re  g e n e ra tio n s  o f 

th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  P rincess  in  o u r  tim e s  

a n d  p e o p le  c o u ld  lo o k  b a c k  a t m essages 

p e n n e d  b y  th e ir  g ra n d p a re n ts .

Intellectual rip-off
The Sydney M orn ing  Herald, 18 S e p te m b e r 

1 9 9 8

M a n y  A u s tra l ia n  c o m p a n ie s  d id  n o t ta ke  

th e ir  in te l le c tu a l p ro p e r ty  s e r io u s ly  and  

c o u ld  be  lo s in g  m i l l io n s  o f  d o lla rs  b y  n o t 

p ro te c t in g  tra d e  se c re ts , a s u rv e y  says. A  

P r ic e w a te rh o u s e C o o p e rs  su rve y  o f  1 59  c h ie f 

e x e c u tiv e s  fo u n d  m o re  th a n  o n e - th ir d  had  

e x p e r ie n c e d  a t least o n e  loss in c id e n t.

Free library opposed
The Toowoom ba C hronicle , 1 6 S e p te m b e r 

1 9 9 8

T o o w o o m b a  C ity  C o u n c i l  w i l l  f ig h t  a p ro ­

p o se d  'f re e  l ib r a r y  s e rv ic e ' p o l ic y  w h ic h  

c o u ld  see it lo se  $ 3 2  0 0 0  a ye a r.

T h e  p o lic y ,  d ra fte d  b y  th e  L ib ra ry  B oard  

o f  Q u e e n s la n d ,  m e a n s  c o u n c i ls  su ch  as 

T o o w o o m b a  c o u ld  n o  lo n g e r  c h a rg e  re s i­
d e n ts  fro m  n e a rb y  sh ires  to  use th e ir  l ib ra ry  

se rv ices .

Free lib ra ry  se rv ices  w e re  a m a jo r  p a rt o f  

s o c ie ty 's  in v e s tm e n t in  d e m o c ra c y  and  user- 

p a y  system s l im ite d  access to  in fo rm a t io n  —  

b u t th e  C o u n c il d isa g re e d  a n d  d e s c r ib e d  th e  
p o l ic y  as 'u n fa ir ' .

C r Sue E ng la rt sa id  T o o w o o m b a  ra te p a y ­

ers had  to  p a y  to  ke e p  th e  lib ra ry  w h i le  n o n ­

ra te p a y e rs  p a id  n o th in g .  ' I t 's  w r o n g , ' she 

sa id . S eve ra l o th e r  c o u n c i l lo r s  a g re e d  w ith  

he r and  w i l l  w r ite  to  th e  B oa rd  o u t l in in g  th e ir  

c o n c e rn s .

La Trobe urged to open up
b y  M ic h a e l G e a ry , Preston Post Times, 16 
S e p te m b e r 1 9 9 8

A  s tu d y  has re c o m m e n d e d  o p e n in g -u p  La 
T ro b e  U n iv e rs ity  l ib ra ry  and  o th e r  u n iv e rs ity  

fa c i l i t ie s  to  D a re b in  res ide n ts .

T h e  s tu d y , c o m m is s io n e d  b y  D a re b in  

C o u n c il,  id e n t if ie d  a la c k  o f  l ib ra ry  fa c il it ie s  
in the  s u r ro u n d in g  area . T he  lib ra ry  c o u ld  be 

used b y  s e c o n d a ry  s c h o o ls  a n d  p e rh a p s  be 

o p e n e d  to  th e  g e n e ra l p u b lic .

T h e  re p o r t re c o m m e n d e d  th e  p ro v is io n  

o f  n ig h t s c h o o l and a d u lt e d u c a tio n  fa c ilit ie s , 
m a x im is in g  e x is t in g  e d u c a tio n a l space  at the  

u n iv e rs ity  b e y o n d  n o rm a l a c a d e m ic  h o u rs  
s h o u ld  be  c o n s id e re d .
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A  u n iv e rs ity  sp o ke sm a n  sa id  it w o u ld  be 

in a p p ro p r ia te  to  c o m m e n t a t th is  stage as he 

had  n o t seen th e  re p o rt.

Library access easier
The Canberra Times, 2 8  S e p te m b e r 1 9 9 8

R e m ote  users a re  f in d in g  it e a s ie r to  access 

th e  resou rces  o f  th e  N a t io n a l L ib ra ry  o f  A u s ­

tra lia  th a n k s  to  th e  n e w  te rm in a l c o n n e c t iv ­

ity  p ro d u c t  f ro m  H u m m in g b ir d  

C o m m u n ic a t io n s .

T he  p ro d u c t, H o s tE x p lo re r, a l lo w  o n - lin e  

access to  th e  n a t io n a l d a ta b a se , p ro d u c t io n  

o f  l ib ra ry  c a ta lo g u e s , e le c t ro n ic  m e ssa g in g  

a n d  th e  c u s to m is in g  o f  s u b je c t  b ib l io g r a ­

p h ie s .

Library friends attack book tax
W hitehorse Post, 23  S e p te m b e r 1 9 9 8

T he  Friends o f  N u n a w a d in g  L ib ra rie s  (F O LN ) 

has h it  o u t  at th e  F e d e ra l G o v e rn m e n t 's  

p la n s  to  im p o s e  a G o o d s  and  S e rv ice  T ax  on  

p r in te d  m a te r ia l.

F O L N  sa id  it w a s  d is m a y e d  to  f in d  th e  

G o v e rn m e n t 's  p ro p o s e d  n e w  ta x  w o u ld  a p ­

p ly  a t th e  fu l l  ra te  to  a ll c lasses o f  b o o ks .

'T h is  p ra c t ic e  is a lm o s t u n h e a rd  o f  in 

c iv i l is e d  c o u n tr ie s ',  F O L N  sa id . 'O v e rs e a s  

e x p e rie n c e  sh o w s  th a t b o o k  sales d ro p  at the  

sam e rate  as p ric e s  rise.

'In  a d d it io n ,  w ith  c o n s u m e rs ' c h o ic e  o f  

o rd e r in g  ta x -fre e  b o o ks  o v e r th e  in te rn e t, the  

A u s tra lia n  b o o k  tra d e , in c lu d in g  a u th o rs , 

p r in te rs , p u b lis h e rs  and  re ta ile rs  is g o in g  to  

be  h it  h a rd .

'G iv e n  th a t n e a r ly  a ll l ib ra r ie s  a re  on  

f ix e d -b u d g e t c o n tra c ts , these  costs w i l l  have  

to  be  c o v e re d  b y  cu ts  in  s e rv ic e . '

Library wins support
The Guardian, 23  S e p te m b e r 1 9 9 8

T h e  C B D -b a s e d  S w an  H i l l 's  l ib ra ry  has w o n  

a h u g e  v o te  o f  s u p p o r t fro m  th e  p u b lic .

A  p ro p o s a l to  re lo c a te  th e  l ib ra ry  to  the  

e d u c a tio n  p re c in c t in th e  g ro u n d s  o f  th e  sec­

o n d a ry  c o lle g e  has fa lle n  fro m  fa v o u r.

A  re ce n t s u rv e y  o f  l ib ra ry  c u s to m e rs  re­

ve a le d  th a t f if ty -s ix  pe r ce n t w o u ld  no  lo n g e r 

use th e  lib ra ry  i f  it w a s  re lo c a te d .

US to protect children on the net
The West Australian, 6 O c to b e r  1 9 9 8

A  US Senate p a n e l has a p p ro v e d  th e  firs t leg ­

is la t io n  to  p ro te c t th e  p r iv a c y  o f  p e o p le  us­

in g  th e  in te rn e t.

It w o u ld  re q u ire  c o m p a n ie s  o n l in e  to  

m a k e  'a n y  re a s o n a b le  e f fo r t ' to  ge t p a re n ta l 

c o n s e n t b e fo re  a sk in g  c h ild re n  uncJer-13 fo r  

th e ir  nam es o r  e -m a il add ress.

U n d e r  th e  B il l a p p ro v e d  b y  th e  S ena te  

C o m m e rc e  C o m m it te e ,  th e  F e d e ra l T ra d e  

C o m m is s io n  w o u ld  e n fo rc e  th e  n e w  p r iv a c y  

ru le s  fo r  c h ild re n .

T h e  C o m m it te e  s tr ip p e d  fro m  th e  B il l 

la n g u a g e  im p o s in g  lim its  o n  w h a t p e rso n a l
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in fo rm a t io n  c o u ld  b e  g a th e re d  a b o u t c h i l ­
d re n  aged fro m  1 3 to  1 7 yea rs .

D e ird re  M u l l ig a n ,  o f  th e  C e n tre  fo r  D e ­

m o c ra c y  a n d  T e c h n o lo g y ,  c a lle d  th e  

a m e n d e d  B ill a 's e n s ib le  a p p ro a c h  to  p r iv a c y  

th a t w i l l  e n su re  th a t W e b  sites ta rg e tin g  c h i l ­

d re n  c o l le c t  s e n s it iv e  p e rs o n a l in fo rm a t io n  

o n ly  w h e n  pa re n ts  see f it ,  b u t it p reserves the  

in te rn e t as a m e d iu m  th a t k id s  can  fre e ly  use 
to  seek in fo rm a t io n '.

Federa l re g u la to rs  sa id  th a t m a n y  c o m p a ­

n ie s  w e re  c o l le c t in g  p e rs o n a l in fo rm a t io n  

fro m  c h i ld r e n ,  s o m e tim e s  a s k in g  th e m  fo r  

th e ir  n am es a n d  e -m a il add resses u s in g  a n i­

m a te d  c h a ra c te rs  o r  an  in c e n t iv e  to  jo in  a 

c o n te s t o r  p la y  a g a m e .

Tertiary study
G ym pie Times, 1 O c to b e r  1 9 9 8

T e r t ia ry  s tu d y  fo r  th o u s a n d s  o f

Q u e e n s la n d e rs  is n o w  as c lo s e  as th e ir  lo c a l 
l ib ra ry .  T h e  Q u e e n s la n d  T e r t ia ry  A d m is s io n  

C e n tre  (Q T A C ), w h ic h  a d m in is te rs  e n try  to  

a ll p u b lic  te r t ia ry  in s t itu t io n s  in  Q u e e n s la n d  

a n d  N o rth e rn  N S W , has fo rm e d  a p a rtn e rsh ip  

w ith  th e  L ib ra ry  B o a rd  o f  Q u e e n s la n d  to  use 

l ib ra ry  fa c i l i t ie s  to  assist a p p lic a n ts  w ith  o n ­

lin e  te r t ia ry  s tu d y  a p p lic a t io n s .

W ith  m o re  th a n  1 3 0  lib ra r ie s  n o w  ad d ed  

to  th e  g ro w 'in g  s ta te -w id e  n e tw o rk  o f  c o m ­

p u te rs , a p p lic a n ts  f ro m  n in e ty  p e r c e n t o f  

Q u e e n s la n d  w i l l  b e n e fit  e n o rm o u s ly  th ro u g h  

th is  Q T A C  a n d  l ib ra ry  in it ia t iv e .

B e n e fits  in c lu d e  in c re a s e d  a p p lic a t io n  

e f f ic ie n c y ,  re d u c e d  p ro c e s s in g  costs , fo rm s  

n o t g e tt in g  los t o r  d e la y e d  in th e  m a il, in s ta n ­

ta n eo u s  a p p lic a t io n s  and  a c k n o w le d g m e n t o f 

a p p lic a t io n s  a n d  free , u p -to -d a te  in fo rm a tio n  
o n  th e  la tes t co u rse s  and  a sso c ia ted  in fo rm a ­

t io n .

Government threat to history
G eraldton Guardian, 1 9 O c to b e r  1 9 9 8

T h e  o ra l h is to r ie s  o f  W e s te rn  A u s tra lia  have  

been  p u t u n d e r  th re a t b y  th e  C o u rt G o v e rn ­

m e n t's  p e n n y -p in c h in g ,  a c c o rd in g  to  S h e ila  

M c H a le ,  th e  L a b o r  s p o k e s w o m a n  fo r  A rts  

a n d  F le rita g e .

T h e  G o v e rn m e n t has d e c id e d  n o t to  re ­

n e w  th e  c o n tra c t  o f  th e  B a ttye  L ib ra ry 's  O ra l 
h is to ry  U n it  c o -o rd in a to r ,  S tua rt R e id .

T h e  m o v e  w a s  c o n d e m n e d  as s h o r t­

s ig h te d  b y  lo c a l,  s ta te  a n d  n a tio n a l e xpe rts  in 

o ra l h is to rie s .

Regions to get cheaper internet access
b y  L e o n ie  M e l lo r, The Advertiser, 29  O c to ­

b e r 1 9 9 8

S ou th  A u s tra lia n  ru ra l c o m m u n it ie s  w i l l  ga in  

free  access to  th e  in te rn e t fro m  p u b lic  l ib ra r ­

ies b y  June n e x t yea r.

T h e  fre e  acce ss  is p a rt o f  a $ 6  m i l l io n  

jo in t  e n te rp r is e  b e tw e e n  lo c a l g o v e rn m e n t, 

p u b l ic  l ib ra r ie s  a n d  th e  SA R e g io n a l D e v e l­

o p m e n t A s s o c ia t io n  to  im p ro v e  te le c o m m u ­

n ic a t io n  se rv ices  to  p e o p le  in  th e  c o u n try .  ■
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Management, Victoria Dock, Hobart 
7000, ph 03 6234 1424, 03 6234 
4464, conventions@mures.com.au 
http://www.alia.org.au/conferences/ 
strait/

• 6-8/9/99 Reference and In­
formation Service section con­
ference. 1999 and Beyond —  
Partnerships and Paradigms. Venue: 
Hilton Hotel, Sydney. Contact: 
ACMS —  Conventions & Exhibitions 
Pty Ltd, P0 Box 468, Paddington 
2021, ph 02 9332 4622, fx 02 
9332 4066, raiss99@acms.com.au 
http://www.csu.edu.au/special/ 
raiss99/

• 8-10/9/99 10th ALIA Nation­
al Library Technicians Confer­
ence Projections/reflections. Venue: 
The Esplanade hotel, Fremantle, 
WA. Contact: Keynote Confeerenc- 
es, PO Box 1126, West Leederville 
6901, ph 08 9382 3799, fx 08 
9380 4006, e-mail
keynote@ca.com.au

• 13-15/10/99 13th National 
Cataloguing Conference. Chart­
ing the Information Universe. Carl­
ton Crest Hotel, Brisbane. Contact: 
Intermedia Convention and Event 
Management, ph 07 3369 0477, fx 
07 3369 1512, cat99@im.com.au 
http://www.alia.org.au/sections/cat/ 
conferences/

• 12-13/11/99 2nd National 
Local Studies Conference Post 
haste the millennium: opportunities 
and challenges in local studies. Con­
tact National Local Studies Section, 
ph 08 9266 7712, fx 08 9266 3152

• 14-17/11/99 Public Libraries 
National Conference, How far
have we come... How far can we 
go?, Perth. Contact: Promaco Con­
ventions, ph 08 9332 2900, fx 08 
9332 2911, e-mail promaco@ 
promaco.com.au, http://www. 
promaco.com.au

A ll in c ite  Events are limited to 40 words 
maximum and must include: date, name of 
Division, title o f event, theme and key speaker (if 
relevant), venue, time, costs, and a contact name 
with phone and fax numbers.

ALIA d iv is io ns should mail, e mail or fax details 
of forthcoming events to the address shown 
below, or use our website electronic form on 
ALIAnet.
Non-ALIA entries: Send (at a cost o f $40 for 40 
words) with your complete billing details to 
inc ite  Events, ALIA, P0 Box E441, Kingston, ACT 
2604; fax 02 6282 2249, or e-mail 
events@ alia.org.au. An invoice will be sent to 
the address indicated with your entry. For a small 
additional cost, your event may be listed on our 
website. Call for details.
• bullets indicate activities 
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