Scheme helps libraries,
students and the community

Eilean Craig, Ursula Domin,

Council's Student Volunteer Scheme 1998

n May of this year, fourteen library
Iscience students participated in the
Queensland Library Promotion
Council's Student Volunteer Scheme.
This scheme consists of students vol-
unteering in libraries to assist with
promotional activities for Australian
Library Week. The scheme is a suc-
cessful program that benefits libraries,
library science students, and pro-

motes libraries to the com munity.

The scheme is an important part
of the council's annual activities. The
objectives of the scheme are to:

1 assist students in gaining experi-

ence in a library environment;

2 provide libraries with assistance

with promotional activities; and

3 facilitate communication between

library staff and students.

Many students wish to gain expe-
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rience and meet professionals, but
experience difficulties as they do not
have a network of contacts. Library
promotion is an important activity for
library staff — but time and staffcon-
straints can hamper these activities.
Participation in the Student Volunteer
Scheme can solve both problems.
Students get to meet library staff, and
volunteer in a library environment,
and libraries get a helping hand with
those much-needed promotional ac-
tivities.

In 1998 the participating libraries
were public and special libraries in
the Brisbane, Ipswich and Logan ar-
eas. The students were involved in
various activities ranging from assist-
ance at public functions, helping with
internet classes, preparing library dis-
plays, and promotion of QLPC's new
mascot, the Reading Bug. The type of

activities undertaken determined the

Libraip™”

The practiioners
consortium - an
consulting company

creating library services

lor the 21st century.

Vene ad z=t In

information management?

For details please contact

lan McCallum

on (02) 624? 4080 or email at
ian.mccallum@alianet.alia.org.au

111

Nicci Page, QLPC student volunteer co-ordinators, Queensland Library Promotion

amount of time students spent in the
participating libraries.

After completion of the activities,
feedback was sought from all partici-
pants. Feedback from the students in-
cluded: 'an opportunity to met library
staff and see what happens behind
the scenes’; 'l had a great time and
was allowed to do many activities
that | really enjoyed'; and 'l think the
scheme is an excellent idea as it al-
lows students to experience working

in a library".

The libraries were also positive.
Their

great to have volunteer assistance in

comments included: 'Ilt was
an extra pair of

‘Our

preparing displays...
hands was much appreciated’;
student volunteer was willing and ea-
ger to participate'; and 'We would be
more than happy to participate in the

scheme in the future.’ | ]
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