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I
n M a y  o f  th is  y e a r, fo u r te e n  l ib r a r y  

s c ie n c e  s tu d e n ts  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  th e  

Q u e e n s la n d  L ib r a r y  P r o m o t io n  

C o u n c i l 's  S tu d e n t V o lu n te e r  S c h e m e . 

T h is  s c h e m e  c o n s is ts  o f  s tu d e n ts  v o l ­

u n te e r in g  in  l ib r a r ie s  to  a s s is t w i t h  

p r o m o t io n a l  a c t iv i t ie s  fo r  A u s t r a l ia n  

L ib ra r y  W e e k .  T h e  s c h e m e  is a s u c ­

c e s s fu l p ro g ra m  th a t b e n e fits  lib ra r ie s ,  

l ib r a r y  s c ie n c e  s tu d e n ts ,  a n d  p r o ­

m o te s  l ib ra r ie s  to  th e  c o m m u n it y .

T h e  s c h e m e  is a n  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  

o f  th e  c o u n c i l 's  a n n u a l a c t iv it ie s .  T h e  

o b je c t iv e s  o f  th e  s c h e m e  a re  to :

1 a s s is t s tu d e n ts  in  g a in in g  e x p e r i ­

e n c e  in  a l ib r a r y  e n v ir o n m e n t ;

2 p r o v id e  l ib r a r ie s  w i t h  a s s is ta n c e  

w i t h  p r o m o t io n a l  a c t iv i t ie s ;  a n d

3 fa c i l i t a te  c o m m u n ic a t io n  b e tw e e n  

l ib r a r y  s ta f f  a n d  s tu d e n ts .

M a n y  s tu d e n ts  w is h  to  g a in  e x p e ­

r ie n c e  a n d  m e e t p ro fe s s io n a ls ,  b u t  

e x p e r ie n c e  d i f f ic u l t ie s  as th e y  d o  n o t 

h a v e  a n e tw o r k  o f  c o n ta c ts .  L ib ra r y  

p ro m o t io n  is an  im p o r ta n t  a c t iv i t y  fo r  

l ib r a r y  s ta ff  —  b u t t im e  a n d  s ta ff  c o n ­

s t ra in ts  c a n  h a m p e r  th e s e  a c t iv i t ie s .  

P a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th e  S tu d e n t V o lu n te e r  

S c h e m e  c a n  s o lv e  b o th  p ro b le m s .  

S tu d e n ts  g e t to  m e e t l ib r a r y  s ta ff, a n d  

v o lu n te e r  in  a l ib r a r y  e n v ir o n m e n t ,  

a n d  l ib ra r ie s  g e t a h e lp in g  h a n d  w i t h  

th o s e  m u c h -n e e d e d  p r o m o t io n a l  a c ­

t iv i t ie s .

In 1 9 9 8  th e  p a r t ic ip a t in g  l ib ra r ie s  

w e r e  p u b l ic  a n d  s p e c ia l l ib r a r ie s  in  

th e  B r is b a n e , Ip s w ic h  a n d  L o g a n  a r ­

e a s . T h e  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  in v o lv e d  in  

v a r io u s  a c t iv i t ie s  ra n g in g  f r o m  a s s is t­

a n c e  a t p u b l ic  fu n c t io n s ,  h e lp in g  w i th  

in te rn e t  c lasses , p re p a r in g  l ib r a r y  d is ­

p la y s , a n d  p ro m o t io n  o f  Q L P C 's  n e w  

m a s c o t, th e  R e a d in g  B u g . T h e  ty p e  o f  

a c t iv i t ie s  u n d e r ta k e n  d e te r m in e d  th e

a m o u n t  o f  t im e  s tu d e n ts  s p e n t in  th e  

p a r t ic ip a t in g  lib ra r ie s .

A f te r  c o m p le t io n  o f  th e  a c t iv i t ie s ,  

fe e d b a c k  w a s  s o u g h t f ro m  a l l  p a r t ic i ­

p a n ts . F e e d b a c k  f ro m  th e  s tu d e n ts  in ­

c lu d e d :  'a n  o p p o r tu n ity  to  m e t l ib ra ry  

s ta f f  a n d  see w h a t  h a p p e n s  b e h in d  

th e  s c e n e s ';  'I  h a d  a g re a t t im e  a n d  

w a s  a l lo w e d  to  d o  m a n y  a c t iv i t ie s  

th a t I r e a l ly  e n jo y e d ';  a n d  'I t h in k  th e  

s c h e m e  is an  e x c e l le n t  id e a  as it a l ­

lo w s  s tu d e n ts  to  e x p e r ie n c e  w o r k in g  
in  a l ib r a r y ' .

T h e  l ib r a r ie s  w e re  a ls o  p o s it iv e .  

T h e ir  c o m m e n ts  in c lu d e d :  ' I t  w a s  

g re a t to  h a v e  v o lu n te e r  a s s is ta n c e  in  

p re p a r in g  d is p la y s . . .  an  e x tra  p a ir  o f  

h a n d s  w a s  m u c h  a p p r e c ia te d ';  'O u r  

s tu d e n t v o lu n te e r  w a s  w i l l i n g  a n d  e a ­

g e r to  p a r t ic ip a te ';  a n d  'W e  w o u ld  be  
m o re  th a n  h a p p y  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  

s c h e m e  in  th e  fu tu re . ' ■
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Features include:

♦  flex ib ility  fo r multi s ites includ ing 

the ab ility  to  lim it the search to  

the hold ings o f a single s ite

♦  keyword and boolean search ing

♦  the ab ility  to  flag items fo r 

p rin ting  and exporting

♦  su p p o rt fo r au tho rity  records

♦  lim iting  by m aterial type, 

pub lication date etc

For m ore in fo rm ation  on the WINCAT 

softw are and o the r UNILINC 

products see

w w w . u n i l i n c . e d u . a u

Serving libraries for 20 years.

December 1998 / / / 19

mailto:Skaha@s054.aone.net.au
mailto:ian.mccallum@alianet.alia.org.au
http://www.unilinc.edu.au

