
E s t h e r  E l i z a b e t h  A u s t i n  L e s l i e

LIBRARY TECHNICIAN 
OF THE YEAR 

AWARD
Nominations are now being 

called for the 1998 award

This award promotes the role of library 
technicians in library and information science, 

and the role and image of the library technician. 
Nominees must be a personal member of the 
Library Technician Section and hold a library 
technician qualification recognised by ALIA. 

Members should note that any nomination for 
the award must be made in strict confidence.

Nomination forms are available from ALIA 
National Office, PO Box E441, Kingston 2604 

phone 02 6285 1877, fax 02 6282 2249 
e-mail awards@alia.

URL http://www.alia.org.au/award if

Nominations close 1 June

C o - o p
BOOKSHOP*

This award is 
proudly sponsored by 
The University Co-op Bookshop

1 9 1 7 - 1 9 9 7

E s the r  E l iz a b e th  A u s t in  Les l ie  w as  

b o rn  at N e u t ra l  Bay  o n  9 N o v e m ­

b e r  1 9 1 7  a n d  l i v e d  in  th e  
W i l l o u g h b y  area  a l l  he r  l i fe .

She b e g a n  he r  l i b ra r y  ca re e r  at th e  

P u b l i c  L ib r a ry  o f  N e w  S ou th  W a le s  in 

1 9 3 5 ,  an d  s tu d ie d  p a r t - t im e  at th e  U n i ­

v e rs i t y  o f  S y d n e y  to  g a in  a B a c h e lo r  o f  

E c o n o m ic s  d e g ree .

She w o r k e d  at N e w c a s t le  T e c h n ic a l  
C o l l e g e  ( 1 9 4 2 - 1 9 4 4 ) ;  S y d n e y  T e c h n i ­

ca l  C o l l e g e  ( 1 9 4 5 - 1 9 6 2 ) ,  an d  at S y d ­

n e y  T e a c h e rs '  C o l le g e  ( 1 9 6 2 - 1 9 6 4 )  as 

l i b r a r ia n - in - c h a r g e .

F ro m  1 9 6 4  u n t i l  he r  r e t i r e m e n t  in 

1 9 7 7  she w o r k e d  as th e  c h ie f  l ib ra r ia n  

at th e  N e w  S ou th  W a le s  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  

T e c h n ic a l  a n d  F u r th e r  E d u c a t io n .  T h e  

p o s i t io n  w a s  an o n e ro u s  on e ,  c a r r y in g  

re s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  th e  p r o v is io n  o f  c e n ­

t r a l i s e d  a c q u i s i t i o n s  a n d  c a t a l o g u i n g  

se rv ice s  fo r  a l l  TAFE co l le g e s  t h r o u g h ­

o u t  the  state (e xce p t  N e w c a s t le )  and  fo r  

th e  s tan da rd  o f  serv ices  to  s tudents  an d  

s ta f f  s ta te -w id e .

Esther 's  t i m e  as c h ie f  l i b ra r ia n  w as  
a p e r i o d  o f  g r o w t h  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  

a l b e i t  m u c h  s l o w e r  th a n  she w o u l d  

h a ve  l ike d  b e cause  o f  in a d e q u a te  fu n d ­
in g  a n d  th e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  a s s o c ia te d  
w i t h  s e r v ic in g  a n o th e r  in s t i t u t io n .  T h e  

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  C o m m o n w e a l t h  f u n d in g  

f o r  n e w  b u i l d i n g  p r o je c t s  ( e f f e c t i v e ly  

f r o m  1 9 7 5  o n w a r d s )  b r o u g h t  an i m ­

p r o v e m e n t  in  th e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  fo r  

n e w  l ib ra r ie s .  In a l l  c o l l e g e  l i b ra r ie s ,  

steps w e r e  ta k e n  to  b r o a d e n  th e  b a s i ­

c a l l y  p r in t  c o l le c t io n s  to  in c lu d e  a u d io ­

v is u a l  m a te r i a l s  a n d  m u l t i m e d i a  k i ts .  

T h e  o v e r r i d i n g  g o a l  w a s  to  p r o v i d e  a 

t r u e  le a r n in g  re s o u rc e  c e n t re  w i t h  a d ­

e q u a te  m a te r ia ls ,  s ta f f  a n d  a c c o m m o ­

d a t i o n  —  i n c l u d i n g  spe c ia l  p u rp o s e  fa ­

c i l i t i e s .

Esther d i d  s u b s ta n t ia l  g r o u n d w o r k  

t o w a r d s  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a n d  a d v a n c e s  

th a t  c a m e  to  f r u i t i o n  o n l y  a f te r  he r  re­

t i re m e n t .  T w o  n o ta b le  e x a m p le s  are the  

n e w  S y d n e y  T e c h n ic a l  C o l le g e  L ib ra ry  

( n o w  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e c h n o lo g y ,  

S y d n e y ) ,  a n d  t h e  p r o v i s io n  o f  l i b r a r y  

se rv ice s  to  c o u n t r y  c o l le g e s .

Esther a lw a y s  fo u g h t  te n a c io u s ly  fo r  

fu n d s  fo r  l i b ra r y  re sou rce  m a te r ia ls ,  a c ­

c o m m o d a t i o n  an d  staf f —  pe rhap s  o n ly  

tho se  w h o  w e re  c lo s e ly  assoc ia ted  w i t h  

he r  c o u ld  im a g in e  h o w  te n a c io u s ly !

Esther a lw a y s  ha d  a keen in te res t in 
h is to r y  —  p a r t i c u la r l y  lo c a l  h is to ry  —

a n d  h e r  r e t i r e m e n t  g a v e  he r  a g re a te r  

o p p o r t u n i t y  to  p u rs u e  it. She w a s  b o th  

a l o n g - s ta n d in g  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  

W i l l o u g h b y  D is t r i c t  H i s to r i c a l  S o c ie ty  

a n d  its a r c h i v i s t .  T h is  led  to  he r  i n ­

v o l v e m e n t  in t h e  W i l l o u g h b y  

B ic e n te n n ia l  C o m m u n i t y  C o m m i t t e e .

As c o n v e n o r  o f  th e  c o m m u n i t y  h is ­

t o r y  p r o je c t s  s u b - c o m m i t t e e  she  w a s  

i n v o lv e d  in the  research  fo r  a n d  o r g a n i ­

sa t ion  o f  a ser ies o f  loca l  h is to r ies .  Sev­

e ra l  s u b - c o m m i t t e e s  w e r e  set u p  a n d ,  

in 1 9 8 4 ,  w o r k  b e g a n  o n  e ig h t  ' l o c a l i t y  

b o o k le ts '  w h i c h  w e r e  c o m p i l e d  b y  v o l ­

u n ta r y  e f fo r t  to  c o m m e m o r a t e  A u s t r a l ­

ia 's  B i c e n te n a r y .  Esther  c o - a u t h o r e d  

th r e e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  w h i c h  a p ­

p e a re d  in 1 9 8 8  a n d  p r o v id e d  a h is t o r i ­

ca l  m o s a ic  o f  A r t a r m o n ,  C a s t le  C o v e ,  

M i d d l e  C o v e ,  C a s t le c ra g ,  East 

C h a t s w o o d ,  W e s t  C h a t s w o o d ,

N o r t h b r i d g e  a n d  W i l l o u g h b y .  T h e  b i b ­
l i o g r a p h ie s  e x e m p l i f y  Esther 's  m e t i c u ­

lo u s  a n d  p a in s ta k in g  a p p r o a c h  w h i c h  

w a s  re f le c te d  in a l l  he r  w o r k .

In 1 9 8 9 ,  E s ther  w a s  n a m e d  

W i l l o u g h b y  C i t i z e n  o f  the  Y ear  ' fo r  o u t ­

s t a n d in g  s e r v ic e  to  th e  W i l l o u g h b y  

C o m m u n i t y ' .  T h e  a w a r d  w a s  a r i c h l y  

deserved  a c k n o w le d g m e n t  o f  he r  m a jo r  

r o le  as c o n v e n o r  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  

H is to r y  P ro jec t .  A  fu r th e r  t r ib u te  to  he r  
u n t i r i n g  w o r k  in lo c a l  h is to ry  c a m e  re ­

c e n t l y  w h e n  th e  W i l l o u g h b y  D i s t r i c t  

H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  n a m e d  its m u s e u m  
re a d in g  ro o m  in he r  h o n o u r .

Esther w a s  c lo s e  to  he r  f a m i l y  a n d  

c a r e d  f o r  h e r  m o t h e r  a n d  s is te r  w h e n  

n e e d e d .  She h a d  m u c h  p le a s u re  f r o m  
th e  f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  lo v e  o f  h e r  n ie c e s  

an d  n e p h e w s  a n d  th e i r  c h i ld r e n  —  p a r ­

t i c u la r l y  d u r i n g  th e  last f i v e  years w h e n  

she  w a s  a re s id e n t  o f  th e  C h a t s w o o d  

C o m m u n i t y  N u r s in g  H o m e  in S y d n e y .

Esther ha d  a m a jo r  s t ro ke  in 1 9 9 2  

a f f e c t i n g  h e r  s p e e c h  a n d  m o v e m e n t ,  

b u t  n o t  he r  m e m o r y .  H e r  m a n y  v is i to rs  

w e r e  a m u s e d  an d  a m a z e d  b y  he r  c o m ­
m e n ts .  H e r  in te re s t  in he r  e x -s ta f f ,  in 

TAFE a n d  in  th e  l i b r a r y  w o r l d  n e v e r  

f lag ged .

F o l l o w i n g  a n o th e r  seve re  s t ro k e ,  

Esther d ie d  p e a c e fu l ly  at C h a t s w o o d  o n  

19 O c t o b e r  1 9 9 7 .

Esther 's  d e a th  takes f r o m  l ib r a r ia n -  

s h ip  a n o th e r  o f  t h e  q u ie t  b u t  r e m a r k ­

a b ly  d e t e r m in e d  w o m e n  w h o ,  w i t h  

th e i r  sha rp  m in d s  a n d  h ig h  s tan d a rd s ,  

ha d  a s ig n i f i c a n t  i n f lu e n c e  o n  a d e v e l ­
o p in g  p ro fe s s io n .  ■

T ih ra ries
K

T h e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s '  

consortium - an
i n d e p e n d e n t  A u s t r a l i a n  

c o n s u l t i n g  c o m p a n y  

c r e a t i n g  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  

f o r  t h e  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y .  

V e r v e  a n d  z e s t  i n
i n f o r m a t i o n  m a n a g e m e n t ?  

F o r  d e t a i l s  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t

Ian McCallum
on (02) 6247 4089 or email at 

ian.mccallum@alianet.alia.org.au
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