Esther Elizabeth Austin Leslie

1917-1997

E sther Elizabeth Austin Leslie was
born at Neutral Bay on 9 Novem-
ber 1917 and

Willoughby area all her life.

lived in the

She began her library career at the
Public Library of New South Wales in
1935, and studied part-time at the Uni-
versity of Sydney to gain a Bachelor of
Economics degree.

She worked at Newcastle Technical
College (1942-1944); Sydney Techni-
cal College (1945-1962), and at Syd-
ney Teachers' College (1962-1964) as
librarian-in-charge.

From 1964 until her retirement in
1977 she worked as the chief librarian
at the New South Wales Department of
Technical and Further Education. The
position was an onerous one, carrying
responsibility for the provision of cen-
tralised acquisitions and cataloguing
services for all TAFE colleges through-
out the state (except Newcastle) and for
the standard of services to students and
staff state-wide.

Esther's time as chief librarian was
a period of growth and development,
albeit much slower than she would
have liked because of inadequate fund-
ing and the complexities associated
with servicing another institution. The
availability of Commonwealth funding
for new building projects (effectively
from 1975 onwards) brought an im-
provement in the accommodation for
new libraries. In all college libraries,
steps were taken to broaden the basi-
cally print collections to include audio-
visual materials and multimedia Kkits.
The overriding goal was to provide a
true learning resource centre with ad-
equate materials, staff and accommo-
dation — including special purpose fa-
cilities.

Esther did substantial groundwork
towards developments and advances
that came to fruition only after her re-
tirement. Two notable examples are the
new Sydney Technical College Library
(now the University of Technology,
Sydney), and the provision of library
services to country colleges.

Esther always fought tenaciously for
funds for library resource materials, ac-
commodation and staff — perhaps only
those who were closely associated with
her could imagine how tenaciously!

Esther always had a keen interest in
history — particularly local history —
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and her retirement gave her a greater
opportunity to pursue it. She was both
a long-standing member of the
Willoughby District Historical Society
and its archivist. This led to her in-
Willoughby
Bicentennial Community Committee.

volvement in the

As convenor of the community his-
tory projects sub-committee she was
involved in the research for and organi-
sation of a series of local histories. Sev-
eral sub-committees were set up and,
in 1984, work began on eight 'locality
booklets' which were compiled by vol-
untary effort to commemorate Austral-
ia's Bicentenary. Esther co-authored
three of the publications which ap-
peared in 1988 and provided a histori-
cal mosaic of Artarmon, Castle Cove,
Middle Castlecrag, East
Chatswood, West Chatswood,
Northbridge and Willoughby. The bib-
liographies exemplify Esther's meticu-

Cove,

lous and painstaking approach which
was reflected in all her work.

In 1989, Esther was named
Willoughby Citizen of the Year ‘for out-
the Willoughby

Community'. The award was a richly

standing service to

deserved acknowledgment of her major
role as convenor of the Community
History Project. A further tribute to her
untiring work in local history came re-
cently when the Willoughby District
Historical Society named its museum
reading room in her honour.

Esther was close to her family and
cared for her mother and sister when
needed. She had much pleasure from
the friendship and love of her nieces
and nephews and their children — par-
ticularly during the last five years when
she was a resident of the Chatswood
Community Nursing Home in Sydney.

Esther had a major stroke in 1992
affecting her speech and movement,
but not her memory. Her many visitors
were amused and amazed by her com-
ments. Her interest in her ex-staff, in
TAFE and in the library world never
flagged.

Following another severe stroke,
Esther died peacefully at Chatswood on
19 October 1997.

Esther's death takes from librarian-
ship another of the quiet but remark-
ably determined women who, with
their sharp minds and high standards,
had a significant influence on a devel-

oping profession. ]
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LIBRARY TECHNICIAN
OF THE YEAR
AWARD

Nominations are now being
called for the 1998 award

This award promotes the role of library
technicians in library and information science,
and the role and image of the library technician.
Nominees must be a personal member of the
Library Technician Section and hold a library
technician qualification recognised by ALIA.
Members should note that any nomination for

the award must be made in strict confidence.

Nomination forms are available from ALIA

National Office, PO Box E441, Kingston 2604

phone 02 6285 1877, fax 02 6282 2249
e-mail awards@alia.

URL http://www.alia.org.au/award if

Nominations close 1 June
Thisawerd is

proudly sponsored by
The University Co-op Bookshop
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The pracgtitioners'
independent Australian
consulting

com pany

creating library services

for the 21st century.

Verve and zest in

information management?

For details please contact

lan MVoCallum

on (02) 6247 4089 or email at

ian.mccallum@alianet.alia.org.au
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