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ALIA president 
honoured with a Fellowship

Felicity McGregor, university 
librarian, University of 
Wollongong and John Shipp, 
university librarian, University 
of Sydney after the 
presentation ceremony

A
s w e  fa rw e ll th e  o u tg o in g  A L IA  p re s i­

d e n t, John S h ip p , it is f i t t in g  th a t w e  

ca n  re p o r t  o n  h is  h o n o u r  o f  b e in g  

a w a rd e d  a F e llo w s h ip  o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  

W o llo n g o n g .  Fe­

l i c i t y  M c G re g o r ,  

u n iv e rs ity  l ib r a r ­

ia n , read  th e  c i ta ­

t io n ,  w h ic h  is 

re p ro d u c e d  in p a rt 

b e lo w .

'Jo h n  S h ip p  

w a s  b o rn  in  P a d ­
d in g to n  in  1 9 5 0  

a n d  e d u c a te d  at 

C a n te rb u ry  B o ys ' 

H ig h ,  w h e re  he 

w o rk e d  h a rd  to  

a v o id  p h y s ic a l 

e d u c a t io n  a n d  

o th e r  a th le t ic  p u r ­

su its  b u t w a s  a b le  
to  in d u lg e  h is  lo v e  

o f  h is to ry  a n d  

le a rn in g  in g enera l 

—  in te re s ts  w h ic h  

d e te rm in e d  h is  
c h o ic e  o f  c a re e r. 
John has d e g re e s  

in  E d u c a tio n  fro m  

M a c q u a r ie  U n i ­
v e rs i ty ,  in  A r ­

c h iv e s  fro m  th e  

U n iv e rs ity  o f  N e w  S o u th  W a le s  and  in  A rts  

fro m  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  W o llo n g o n g .

'J o h n 's  m a n a g e r ia l s tre n g th s  and  s e lf- re ­

lia n t s ty le  w e re  e v id e n t fro m  h is firs t a p p o in t ­

m e n t to  a o n e -te a c h e r, ru ra l s c h o o l, a sch o o l 

w h e re  t im e  h a d  a p p a re n t ly  s to o d  s t i l l .  In a 

p a tte rn  w h ic h  w a s  to  be  re p e a te d  m a n y  
t im e s  d u r in g  h is  c a re e r , John im m e d ia te ly  

d e v e lo p e d  s tra te g ie s  fo r  c h a n g e  a n d  im ­

p ro v e m e n t.

'A n o th e r  s tra te g y  John used w a s  p a r t ic i­

p a t io n  in  th e  c o m m it te e  sys tem  w h ic h  u n ­

d e rp in s  so m u c h  o f  th e  d e c is io n -m a k in g  

p ro ce ss  in  e d u c a t io n a l in s t itu t io n s . C o m m it­

tees w e re  an e x c e lle n t  fo ru m  fo r  Jo hn 's  a n a ­

ly t ic a l s k ills  a n d  h is  c o l la b o ra t iv e  and  c o n ­
s e n s u s -b u ild in g  s ty le .

'H is  in te re s t in p re s e rv a tio n  led  to  h is  c a ­

ree r in  a rc h iv e s . A t th e  t im e  o f  h is  a p p o in t ­
m e n t to  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  W o llo n g o n g  in 

1 9 7 7 , a r c h iv a l re c o rd s  w e re  w id e ly  d is ­
pe rse d  in  u n s u ita b le  a c c o m m o d a tio n  w h e re  

John w a g e d  a c o n s ta n t b a tt le  a g a in s t d a m p , 

c o c k ro a c h e s  a n d  th e  fo rc e s  o f  d e s tru c t io n . 
W o rk in g  w ith  e m in e n t W o llo n g o n g  a c a d e m ­

ics  su ch  as P ro fe s s o r Jim  H a g a n  a n d  D r 

W in if r e d  M itc h e l l ,  John fo u n d  s u ita b le  h o u s ­

in g  fo r  th e  a rc h iv e s  a n d  d e v e lo p e d  a c o l le c ­

t io n  o f  im p o r ta n c e  b o th  to  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  

th e  lo c a l c o m m u n ity  a n d  to  th e  rese a rch  in ­

te res ts  o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity .

'A lth o u g h  h a p p i ly  im m e rs e d  in  th e  a r ­

c h iv e s  and  th e  h is to ry  re c o rd e d  th e re in , John 

re c o g n is e d  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  m a n a g e ­

r ia l a n d  te c h n o lo g ic a l r e v o lu t io n  o c c u r r in g  

in  th e  u n iv e rs ity  e n v iro n m e n t.  H e  re a lis e d  

a lso  th a t it w a s  im p e ra t iv e  fo r  th e  l ib ra ry  to  
ta ke  a le a d in g  ro le  in  im p le m e n t in g  th e  n e w  

te c h n o lo g y  and  in  t r a in in g  p e o p le  to  use th e  

n e w  re s o u rc e s . John has a lw a y s  p re s e n te d  
th a t in te re s tin g  p a ra d o x  o f  b e in g  an h is to r ia n  

w ith  a s tro n g  sense o f  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  

past, as w e ll as b e in g  a v is io n a ry ,  w i l l in g  to  

e m b ra c e  th e  la te s t in  te c h n o lo g y .  P e rhaps , 

l ik e  G la d s to n e , he a p p re c ia te d  th a t you can­
not fight against the future, e ve n  th o u g h  y o u  

s h o u ld  re m e m b e r  a n d  re c o rd  th e  past.

'H is  v is io n  and  m a n a g e r ia l s k il ls  d id  n o t 

g o  u n re c o g n is e d  a n d , in  th e  8 0 's ,  he  w a s  
d ra w n  ra p id ly  in to  th e  m a in s tre a m  o f l ib ra ry  

m a n a g e m e n t, c u lm in a t in g  in  h is  a p p o in t ­

m e n t to  th e  p o s it io n  o f  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  

W o llo n g o n g  L ib ra r ia n  in  1 9 8 6 . T h is  u n iv e r ­

s ity  w a s  in d e e d  fo r tu n a te  in  s e c u r in g  Jo h n 's  

le a d e rs h ip  th ro u g h  a p e r io d  o f  fu n d a m e n ta l 

c h a n g e  in  th e  p ro v is io n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t o f  

s c h o la r ly  in fo rm a t io n  re so u rce s . Jo h n 's  u n ­

d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  fa r - r e a c h in g  im p a c t  o f  

these  c h a n g e s  p o s it io n e d  th e  l ib ra ry  to  ta ke  

a d va n ta g e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ts  in s c h o la r ly  p u b ­
lis h in g , an in d u s try  o n  w h ic h  th e  u n iv e rs ity  

c o m m u n ity  d e p e n d s . John w a s  a fo u n d in g  

m e m b e r  o f  th e  N a t io n a l S c h o la r ly  C o m m u ­

n ic a t io n s  F o ru m , a b o d y  e s ta b lis h e d  b y  th e  
m a jo r  a c a d e m ie s  to  p ro m o te  a w a re n e s s  o f  

s ig n if ic a n t issues a ffe c tin g  s c h o la r ly  c o m m u ­

n ic a t io n .

'H is  e le c t io n  in 1 9 9 2  to  th e  p re s id e n c y  o f 

th e  C o u n c il o f  A u s tra lia n  U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra r ­

ians, c o in c id e d  w ith  th e  g ro w th  o f  th e  C o u n ­
c i l  f ro m  n in e te e n  to  th i r t y - e ig h t  m e m b e rs . 

John d e v o te d  c o n s id e ra b le  e n e rg y  to  th e  
c re a tio n  o f  o p e n  and  p a r t ic ip a to ry  p rocesses 

w h ic h  m in im is e d  th e  d iv id e  b e tw e e n  p re - 

D a w k in s  u n iv e rs it ie s  a n d  th e  n e w -c o m e rs .

'Jo hn  c u r re n t ly  h o ld s  th e  p re s t ig io u s  p o ­
s it io n  o f  u n iv e rs ity  l ib r a r ia n ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  

S yd n e y . H e  re m a in s , h o w e v e r ,  lo y a l to  th e  

lo ca l c o m m u n ity  and  b o th  John and  his w ife , 

V a !, c h o o s e  to  liv e  in  W o llo n g o n g .  H is  c o n ­

t r ib u t io n  to  su ch  c o m m u n ity  p ro je c ts  as the  

M in in g  M e m o r ia l h a ve  be e n  a c k n o w le d g e d  

w id e ly .  John  has re ta in e d  a ls o  h is  lo n g ­

s ta n d in g  m e m b e rs h ip  o f  th e  ll la w a r ra  H e r i t ­

age C o m m itte e , th e  l l la w a r ra  H is to r ic a l So­
c ie ty ,  th e  l l la w a r ra  M u s e u m  a n d  th e  

N a tio n a l T ru s t. ' ■
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