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distributed national 
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libraries into the 
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All-new AMOL site
T he new site for Australian Museums and 

Galleries On-Line was launched at the 
C ID O C  Conference in M elbourne in 

October. The site has been developed by the 
A M O L  Co-ordination Unit at the Powerhouse 
Museum and builds on the excellent reputation 
achieved by the National Museum of Australia, 
the previous A M O L  host. The site has three 
main content categories —  information for 
people working in museums and galleries, in­
formation about Australian museums of all 
shapes and sizes, and a searchable database of 
material in the various collections.

The museums have adopted the concept of 
the distributed national co llection, and there 
are plans to add museum/gallery material from 
libraries into the database. The site is at http:// 
www .am ol.org .au

Enhanced mail
In an on line discussion about the A M O L  site, 
the issue of H T M L in e-mail messages arose. 
This happened because one reader's organisa­
tion uses N ove ll Netware-based e-mail, and 
the embedded H TM L in the message was pre­
sented as an attached file, w h ich  this user 
cou ldn 't read. W e  agreed that it doesn't make 
sense to w ork hard on website useability to 
cater for the w ide range of browsers and plat­
forms in use, but then announce it with unin­
telligible e-mail.

M eanw hile , the National O ffice for the In­
formation Econom y (N O IE ) has its 
A ccessab ility  O n lin e  Resource at http:// 
accessab ility .noie.gov.au/ This site aims to 
raise awareness of the accessibility issues faced 
by people with disabilities in using online serv­
ices. It has detailed information on a w ide 
range of issues, products and services associ­
ated w ith access to online services for people 
with disabilities.

Dublin Core standardisation A d e s c r ip t io n  
o f  th e  D u b l in  C o re  M e ta d a ta  E le m e n t S e t has 
now been published as an Informational RFC 
(Request For Comments) by the Internet Engi­
neering Task Force, the main standards body 
for the internet. This means that the D ublin  
Core has attained significantly more status as a 
recognised and stable standard for creating 
simple descriptions of networked resources, 
and should help to encourage its more w id e ­
spread adoption. Inform ational RFC 2413 
'D ub lin  Core Metadata for Resource D iscov­
ery ' is ava ilab le  at ftp://ftp.isi.edu/in-notes/ 
rfc2413.txi This is the specification of the 15- 
element Dublin Core metadata set, and the first 
in a series of planned Informational RFCs on 
DC.

...and closer to home
The Australian National Audit O ffice (A N A O ) 
has released a report titled 'Data Managem ent 
in the A PS ', w h ich  recommends that govern­
ment agencies adopt the fo llow ing  strategies 
for best practice in making their data resources
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availab le: increase the visibility of data by cre­
ating metadata to promote the existence of re­
sources, use com mon methods to access and 
share the data, and dissem inate resources in 
line with agencies' security, privacy and statis­
tical requirements. The use of the Australian 
Governm ent Locator Service metadata stand­
ard is recomm ended to assist in the ach ieve ­
ment of these aims. The application of A G LS  
c lose ly maps to the information listed by the 
A N A O  as necessary for increased data a va il­
ab ility. The report is at http ://ww w.anao. 
gov.au/rptsfull_98/audrpt48/rpt48.pdf

Spambusters unite!
Despite our best endeavours, spam (unsolicited 
e-mail) continues to flourish. O ne reason is that 
it is so easy to get easy and cheap e-mail ac ­
cess from many services. At http:// 
www.suburbia.com .au/spam / there is a good 
site with information about spam and what to 
do with it (most importantly, do not reply to it). 
There's a particularly good tutorial on 'H o w  to 
com pla in  to providers about spam '. I have 
found this to be useful and to produce good 
results, as even the free e-mail suppliers have 
strict conditions of use.

Have you ever Metaspy?
If you have ever w ondered w hat people are 
searching for on the Net (and some organisa­
tions are very interested in such matters), have 
a look at http://www.metaspy.com/. Metaspy 
provides a snapshot of the search terms input 
to the M etacraw le r search engine, updated 
every fifteen seconds. But there's more —  you 
can see either the censored or uncensored ver­
sions (complete with a warning about offensive 
material). W h ile  I was looking, I saw  'dog 
friendly beaches' + 'Sydney'. Fascinating stuff!

The Clinton affair
W hatever you think of the politics and morals 
exposed in the Starr investigation of president 
Clinton, the publication of his findings made a 
big impact on the internet, from endless discus­
sion in newsgroups and lists, to reading the text 
of the report itself (C N N  was getting 400 000 
hits a minute), and to what AltaVista claims as 
a world first —  the ability to search on a term 
from the transcript of the president's testimony 
and from the search results p lay the relevant 
part of the video across the internet.

Legal hints for web workers
Are you ever in doubt about what you can and 
can not do as a web manager? Try Legal FAQs 
for W e b m a s te rs : w h o  o w n s  w h a t  at http:// 
w w w .w e b re v ie w .c o m / w r/ p u b / 9 8 / 0 1 /O 2/ 
webmaster/ It's brief and readable, and a l­
though written for an Am erican  aud ience is 
generally applicable in most countries.

And if you want to know more
A new book has been published containing a 
series of papers on digital copyright and IP is­
sues in Australian law. It's called G o in g  d ig ita l:  
Le ga l issues fo r  e le c tro n ic  c o m m e rc e , m u lt im e ­
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d ia  a n d  th e  in te rn e t, and is based on a series of 
seminars given by some of Australia's leading 
legal experts. You can find more details are at 
the publisher's W e b  site at http://www. 
prospectmedia.com .au

More copyright matters
In September, the Copyright Law Review  Com ­
mittee, released its report on simplification of 
the C o p y r ig h t  A c t  1 9 6 8 . The first part of the 
report, w h ich  w ill be of most interest to librar­
ies, addresses the exceptions to the exclusive 
rights of copyright owners. The Com m ittee 
says that an open-ended and more flexible ap­
proach to fair dealing w ou ld  enab le it to be 
more easily applied to new technologies. The 
report also includes recommendations in rela­
tion to copying by libraries and archives, copy­
ing for educational purposes and copying for 
people with disabilities. You can find Part 1 of 
the report at http://www.agps.gov.au/clrc

The Copyright Agency Limited quickly pro­
duced a response to the report and various 
members of the library com m unity w ill be do­
ing something similar. I w ill keep you posted.

And the A t la n t ic  M o n th ly  magazine in Sep­
tember and O ctober conducted a forum on 
copyright issues involving a number of noted 
writers on the subject. The forum is at http:// 
www.theatlantic.com /unbound/forum /copy- 
right/intro.htm

LibrarySpot
M any people have tried to build the one-stop 
spot where you can find just about everything. 
This may not quite be it, but it is a pretty good 
starting point. The site, LibrarySpot, at http:// 
www.libra.ryspot.com/ provides 'the best of li­
braries, newspapers, encyclopedias and maps'. 
There's also a 'Librarians' shelf' w ith links to 
tools for the profession. It is worth book-mark­
ing.

And now for something...
Another form of library spot is featured in the 
M od ified  Librarian at http://www.bme.freeq. 
com/world/tattoo/gailcat/index.html This is a 
forum and a collection of images of librarians 
with tattoos or body piercing w ho are working 
in their own w ay  to change the public 's per­
ceptions of our profession. To me, it shows that 
a librarian with a tattoo looks pretty much like 
any other modified person, but maybe that's 
their point.

Caught in the net
New sTraw ler at http://www.newstrawler.com 
is a parallel search engine that retrieves the 
summaries of articles from the archives of on­
line information sources around the world like 
newspapers, journals and magazines. The 
search service itself is free and there's no 
charge for summaries from the the information 
sources. In some cases a small payment for the 
full article may be charged directly by the in­
formation source. The results are impressive

and are listed by source, but it doesn't have the 
seamless interface that they claim . Nevertheless 
it's a useful resource.

I found it (just in time)
Gerry M cKiernan of Iowa State University has 
been working for some time on his CyberStacks 
collection  of internet resources. The newest 
addition is a listing of Electronic Article D e liv ­
ery Services called  'Just-in-Time'. It includes 
projects, research, products and services which 
are investigating or provide desktop access to 
a range of materials. He is interested in finding 
other e lectron ic  d e livery  (non-Fax) services. 
See CyberStacks at http://www.public.iastate. 
edu/~CYBERSTACKS/Just.htm

Information industry resources
The Faxon Institute, an independent research 
arm of the Faxon Com pany, has announced a 
new industry resources webpage, featuring 
links and information on a number of topics of 
immediate interest to the library, vendor, pub­
lishing and research com m unities. It covers 
topics such as library and publisher collections, 
electron ic  publishing, industry issues and 
trends, standards and intellectual property/ 
copyright management. It's at http://www.faxon 
.com/htm l/fijr.htm l

Filtering again
There's a recent legal paper on filtering which  
w ill be of interest to public librarians. As usual, 
it's written for the Am erican market, but the is­
sues that it explores are relevant in this coun ­
try. See it at http://www.si.um ich.edu/~prie/ 
tprc/abstracts98/nadel .pdf

And it looks like the United Kingdom gov­
ernment is getting into the act. Their report 
'Converg ing technologies: Consequences for 
the new knowledge-driven econom y', online at
http://www.dti.gov.uk/future-unit/htm/proj.htm 
(but on a very slow  connection ) proposes (in 
part) a government-led effort to develop easy- 
to-use content filters.

American libraries to be connected
The U S C ab le T V  industry has announced 
plans to g ive Am erican  libraries free internet 
connections using cab le modems. These m o­
dems w ill provide high speed access for all of 
the 15 000 libraries throughout the country. 
Although no specific time frame has been re­
vealed yet, it's a bold move and the Australian 
cable players should take note.

Biomedical resource discovery
In the Septem ber issue of D - L ib  M a g a z in e , 
there is a paper on biomedical resource discov­
ery in context by john K irriem uir and Sue 
W e lch . It does not com pare different resources 
(although it does have a pointer to a site with 
such a com parison) but looks rather at broad 
concepts, w h ich  the authors adm it w ou ld  be 
relevant to other d iscip lines. Brow se it all at 
h t tp :/ / w w w .d lib .o rg / d l ib / sep tem  b e r9  8/ 
09kirriemuir.html ■
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The ALIA home pages and 

the ALIA web service, 
ALIAnet, can be found at the 

following URL: 
http://www.alia.org.au/
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This column (with associated 

hyperlinks) is on ALIAnet, 
and has the URL of
http://www.alia.org.au/
incite/wwww/

[Please note that full-stops at 
the end of any URL or e-mail 
addresses, or underlines, 
appearing in inCite should 

NOT be used]

Contributions and 

suggestions for this column 

are always welcome. Please 

e-mail Kerry Webb at
kerry.webb@alianet.alia.org.au 

or via the ALIA National 
Office, ncite@alia.org.au
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