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yomail@plypd Mcgovau
* 11/12 Vic BrandV/ACLIS. icLis Fo-
rum Christmas party..\efch for futher
cHtalls and fiyer for RSP ad vene de-
tals. $15 mebers, $30 nonenters,
Qriat b Mashd, neswi@
wehi.eduau
22-25/2/199 Australian Society of
Indexers. Back of the book indexing.
AR Qorference Room 19 HI
Reed, Canbemell. Qoet $250 ($225 for
AS menters). Cortact: Mex MelVeter,
B %71 634, ninke@
Interoomect.comaul

WA

- 411 WA Local Studies section
AGM Quest speaker: Dr Jan Ryan on
Chinese immigration in Western Austral-
ia Verue Chug Weh Assodation,
Northricge. Atour of Ghurg Weh wil
follow the meeting. Cortat: ie e
3 h B B 630, janea@
nedancswa.govau

* 16/11 WA Special Libraries sec-

tion, Committee meetings. 5:30—

TR LB 0A b 1A
@on

o 1711 WA Library Technicians sec-
tion meeting. AGM and dinrer. \ENLE
LISMa 530m Gortat Wty Moree
ofeny ph 0B 9427 067, X (BT 3756,
wroregfen@nal lisnavagovau
18-20/11 Train the internet trainer
Nationally recognised short course from
the Internet Training Institute. Parth con-
tect. Bee Paggis, ph 1800 039 098,
info@ti.comau LR http:/Awww.iti
aomalTT

* 10/12 WA Branch. End of year func-
tion and continuing professional devel-
opment. Llhays fibrarians and ne
Qest ek Author Gyn Parry, Ven-
e Rae OGadys, I\bﬂ% 6-
7:30pm oot $8 AUA nenbers, $10
norHTebers. Contadt: Denise Bare,
bellib@stamon.comau

National

27-29/1/99 The History Institute
MiC. summer School of Historical Re-
search. 30By aoure for reseadhers vis
it ardhivel repositaies in leem informe:
tion a0ess, develop research slls, e
cidlist archvists. Gost: $250 (dl three
chys), $100 (sdedted chys). Detalls Hs-
tory Institute, 254 Faracey Sredt, Carl-
ton 3063, Phfx (3 9344 6200,
27-29/8/99 Australian Society of
Indexers. Second International Confer-
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NBking news around Australia

Selected reprints from newspapers and magazines in recent months

Intellectual infrastructure under threat
by Shelly Simonds, ANU Reporter, Volume
29, No 14, 23 September 1998

The falling dollar has caused a major crisis
for Australian university libraries, forcing
them to cancel nearly $7 million in subscrip-

tions to over-seas publications.

The falling exchange rate combined with
rising prices has forced the ANU Library to
cut about $800 000 of overseas serials sub-
scriptions this year, librarian Colin Steele
said. The cuts have been most severe in the
sciences. By the end of 1998, more than a
third of biomedical publications will be dis-
continued, and about a quarter of all serials
received by ANU will be discontinued and
about a quarter of all serials received in sci-
ence, law and economics will be cancelled.

'The major research collections in this
country are housed at universities and the
CSIRO and they are being devastated.' Mr
Steele said. 'The intellectual infrastructure of
this country is under serious threat'.

The ANU has joined other Australian
universities and the CSIRO to form a 'fight-
ing fund' and develop strategic and business
plans for national initiatives. The group will
also attempt to increase public awareness of
the problems facing Australia's intellectual

infrastructure.

'No one university can solve this prob-
lem alone. We must form national and inter-
national initiatives to tackle it', Mr Steele

said.

Australian universities are facing a triple-
whammy of funding cuts, a rise in the cost of
serials, and the weak dollar.

The full text of this article can be found
at http://www.anu.edu.au/pad/ANURep/
V29-14/1ibrary.html

Brought to book
Eureka Street, July/August 1998

Colin Steele raises similar concerns in his
article which appears in the july/August edi-
tion of Eureka Street. According to Mr Steele,
an intellectual time bomb is ticking away
beneath the surface - affecting not only the
research community but also the nation's

access to a wide range of information.

Busy postgrad students demand change
Campus Review, 16-22 September 1998

The changing profile of postgraduate stu-
dents has challenged the way universities
deliver programs and the way they organise
support structures according to Mairead
Browne, dean of the University Graduate

School at the University of Technology, Syd-

/11 0OTVec

ney. The assumption that postgraduate stu-
dents are 22-year-old male scholarship hold-
ers studying full-time for a degree in science

is quite wrong.

Professor Browne said that keeping uni-
versity offices open outside of normal house
would not generally by a viable proposition,
but alternative channels of communication
— fax and e-mail for example — could be
better utilised to assist students.

To help alleviate the problems faced by
those working and studying, the University
of Technology Sydney is redesigning and
upgrading the school's website. The project
is planned to include chat lines and a facil-
ity for the electronic submission of adminis-

trative forms.

Worrying statistics in Western Australia
by Gay McNamara, The West Australian,

7 October 1998

West Australians make the fewest visits to
public libraries according to a recent report
by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. And
according to the statistics it is the those in
their late teens as well as those aged be-
tween twenty and thirty who have deserted
public libraries.

State Librarian, Lyn Allen, disputes the
figures and argues that maintaining loans
was more relevant than visits. West Austral-
ians actually borrow about eight books per
person each year — about one book more

than New South Wales readers.

To combat falling visitor numbers, pub-
lic libraries in the state are implementing
online programs to help attract younger peo-
ple to the libraries. Most libraries have inter-
net access, and are moving towards on-line
catalogues. There are plans to include refer-
ence material on-line, but Ms Allen believes
that publishers will be reluctant to allow free
on-line access to fiction.

$1.8m funding
for library internet terminals
Shepparton News, 25 September 1998

A $1.8m
nounced by Alan Stockdale, Victorian min-

internet program has been an-

ister for information technology and
multimedia. 'Libraries' online' will double
the number of public access internet termi-

nals throughout Victoria's public libraries.

The $1.8 million will also be used to ex-
plore ways of providing continuous on-line
access to library services; look at the use of
satellite technology to improve the quality
and speed of internet access; and investigate
using technology to make internet access

easier for the disadvantaged, the disabled,
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and elderly Victorians, as well as those who

use languages other than English.

Bayside libraries are the best in the state
The Advertiser Brighton/Sandrigham
5 October 1998

Bayside Library Service has been recognised
as one of the best library services in the state
in the recent 1998 Arts Victoria Local Gov-
ernment and Arts Leadership Awards. The
Service won a Best Practice Management of
a Library Service award in recognition of it's
innovative programs to support arts and cul-
ture in Bayside and the strong links the li-
braries have with the community.

Apple seeks to escape cyberspace
Helene Zampetakis, The Financial Review,
1 October 1998

Apple Corp has developed tools to suck peo-
ple out of cyberspace and put them back
into the real world. The technology includes
interactive computer screens, a search en-
gine that responds to descriptions instead of
keywords and tools that encourage conver-
sation over the internet.

But the market is not ready for these
tools, according to Dr Kristina Woolsey, a
scientist with the company. Dr Woolsey said
the challenge has become how to use com-
putational technology to enhance the real
world.

Technology has the potential to offer
everyone access to ‘'the world's treasure
troves'. It could help distribute information
and break down barriers, however it could
also entrench inequity by consolidating
power in the hands of those who controlled
the business.

Dr Woolsey was in Melbourne recently
to deliver a keynote address at the Apple

university Consortium Conference.

Books dive with dollar
by Jane Albert, The Australian,
30 September 1998

The weak Australian dollar and rising over-
seas prices have forced university libraries to
cancel subscriptions according to a survey
conducted by the Council of Australian Uni-
versity Librarians. In most cases, the faculty
of science was the hardest hit.

Library access easier
The Canberra Times, 28 September 1998

A new terminal connectivity product is mak-
ing access to the resources of the National
Library of Australia easier. Hummingbird
HostExplorer, allows on-line access to the
national database and other sections of the

library. The HostExplorer is being used to
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connect remote users to the library's Austral-
ian Bibliographic Network through an IBM
mainframe.

La Trobe urged to open up
by Michael Geary, Preston
16 September 1998

Post Times,

The North East Corridor Strategic Plan, has
recommended opening the La Trobe Uni-
versity library to Darebin residents. The
study, commissioned by Darebin Council,
considers development options for the city's

north.

The report identifies a lack of library fa-
cilities in the surrounding area and suggests
that the university library could be used by
local secondary

schools, and perhaps

opened to the general public.

Bill Clinton netted
The Sydney Morning Herald,
18 September 1998

When the allegations of Paula Jones against
president Clinton were first made public, the
mainstream media in the United States disre-
garded them. It was not until the publication
of 'The Drudge Report' on the internet that
the mainstream media took the allegations
seriously. The publication of the report on
the internet seriously hurt president Clinton
— once the report was on-line it was impos-

sible to control the flow of information.

The internet allows readers to process the
information, and it defeats censorship by in-
terest groups. This was the motivation behind
the decision to place the Starr report on the

internet.

Given the damage done to his reputation,
it is ironic that president Clinton has been a
strong believer that the internet should be
free from government regulation, advocating
instead the use of filtering software.

Library a ‘disgrace’
by Peter Caton, Daily News Tweed Heads,
5 September 1998

Deputy Mayor of the Tweed Shire Council
has stated that the Tweed Heads Library is
the worst in New South Wales — citing the
fact that the library has the lowest number of
books per capita in the State.

The Council recently voted unanimously
to spent $1.22 million to build and equip a
new library. The new building will triple the
size of the existing library.

A survey of the local population is being
conducted to gauge levels of community sat-
isfaction with the library service. Both library

users and non-users will be surveyed. -
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ence, Tre August Indexer. Hobart, Tos-
menia Gl for pepers. Cortact Mix
Mivester, phix B %71 6341
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Conference

- 19-21/1/99 Information Online
and n Disc 9 conference. strate-
gies for the next millennium. AUA Infor-
rretion Soience Sedion: Schey Convent
tion and Bihition Gartre, Dading Har-
bour. Contact: Weel Fodg AOVS th (2
BR 62 X @ BR 4065
online¥@eas.comay,  hitp: /.
csueduay/spedaioninesd.

o 22-26/8/99 8th Asian Pacific Spe-
cal Health and Law Librarians Con-
ference. strait to the future. WWest
Port Hotel Casinp, Hobart. Cortact:
Mures Convertion Mco-
ria Dok Hobat 7000, ph (3 6234
1424, (B 6234 4464, conventions®
muescomal R hitp:/Awaw.alia.
ogau/conferences/sirait/

* 6-8/9/99 Reference and Informa-
tion Service section conference.
1999 and Beyond — Partnerships and
Paradigms. VerLe: Hiton Hitel, S,dw
Cortact: AOVB — Convertions & B4
hitions Ry Ltd, FOBX 468 Pactington
22, ph @ B3R 462, fx @ BR
4066, raiss0@acs.comal, hitpi/
winicsuLedu.au/spedialiraissod.

+ 8-10/9/99 10th National Library
Technician  section  Conference.
Thene Projections Reflections. VENUE:
Tre Exdarece Hitd, Frematle: Gon
tact Amre Noday, Corferenc-
65 POB 1126, West Leacknille 6001,
ph 08 9382 3799, fx 08 9380 4006,
keynote@a.comau

¢ 13-15/10/99 13th National Cata-
loguing Corfference. Then® Charting
the Information Universe. Haoe Bis-
bere \Vene: To be adhised More de-
tails to follow:

¢ 14-17/11/99 1999 Public Librar-
ies Conference. Hace Path Qortact
Pareoo Ry L, ph 08 9364 8311, X
(8 9316 1453 promeco@Hromeco.
comaul

All incite Bvents ae linted to 40 wads
nainum ad me indue e, rere of
Dvisian, title of evert, there and key spedkeer (if
relevartt), verLe, time, aces and a contact nene
with phone and fax runbers
ALIA divisions shoud nall, el ar fax ddtails
of fathooing evets o the addess Soan
bdon, ar Lee aur wetsite dectranic fam an
AlAet
Non-AUA entries: Sad (&t a oost of $40 for 40
words) with your aovpete billing: dtails to
incite Bvents, ALA PO Box 4L, Kingstan, ACT
B fx @2 o el
events@aliaorg.au. An inace will ke st to
the acttess indicated with your entry. Farasl
additiodl o, your et nay ke listed anar
welsite, Gl for citails
- bullets indicate activities
organised by ALIA Divisions
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