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Cost $24. For bookings please contact: 
Kathy Sharrad, ph 08 8207 8652, fx 08 
8207 8434, kathysha@tafe.sa.edu.au
• 17/11 SA Branch. Council meeting 
dates. Uni of Adelaide, Barr Smith Li­
brary, Seminar room B, 5:30pm. Con­
tact: Janine Tan, ph 08 8303 5225, fx 
08 8303 4369, jtan@library.adelaide. 
edu.au
• 18/11 SA UCRLS section AGM
presentation of student award and Garry 
Benson on Communication with comedy. 
Details to be advised. Contact: Carol 
Dungey, ph 08 8302 3413, fx 08 8302 
3382, carol.dungey@unisa.edu.au
• 24/11 SA Branch. AGM. Contact: Ja­
nine Tan, ph 08 8303 5225, fx 08 8303 
4369, jtan@library.adelaide.edu.au
• 25/11 SA Information Sciences 
section AGM. Guest speaker: Steve 
Cramond (Information Infrastructure Li­
aison, Standing Committee on Informa­
tion Policy, AV-CC) on Access to elec­
tronic information resources. 5:15 for 
5:45pm, Uni SA Library, City West Cam­
pus, room 5-25. Contact: Janine Tan, ph 
08 8333 8443, fx 08 8331 9211, sarah 
@ncver. edu.au
• 1/12 SA Acquisitions section.
AGM, guest speaker: Karen McDowell, 
Aviation Library, Parafield Airport. De­
tails to be advised. Contact: Jenm Jere­
my, ph 08 8302 6720, jenni.jeremy® 
unisa.edu.au
• 2/12 SA Special Libraries section.
AGM and dinner. Contact: Clare Aitken, 
ph 08 8303 8859, darea@cobweb. 
com.au
• 3/12 SA Cataloguers section
AGM. Details to be advised.
• 21/12 SA Library Technician sec­
tion. Meeting — new committee. Con­
tact: Kathy Sharrad, ph 08 8207 8652, 
fx 08 8207 8434, kathysha@tafe. 
sa.edu.au
• 26-27/2/99 SA Library Technician 
section. 4th weekend workshop to be 
held at Clare, SA. Further details TBA. 
Contact: Kathy Sharrad, ph 08 8207 
8652, fx 08 8207 8434, kathysha@ 
tafe.sa.edu.au

f a s
* 9/12 ALIA/ACLIS Tas Branch. Xmas 
dinner — Ausmas menu. Baker's Res­
taurant, corner Barrack and Macquarie 
Streets, Hobart. $25.00 per head For fur­
ther details or tickets contact: Meredith 
Newman, ph 03 6232 5258, fx 03 6232 
5103, newmanm@h130.aone.net.au

V ic
• 9/11—14/12 Vic Special Libraries 
section. Committee meeting dates for 
1998. Venue: Heart Foundation, 411 
King Street, West Melbourne at 5:30pm 
(unless advised otherwise). 9/11; 14/12. 
Contact: June Hooper, ph 03 9329
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Dear Max... I would 
like to introduce ‘Ern’
M ax H arris w o u ld  g rudg ing ly  ap ­

p rove , Pa trick  W h ite  m ight grind 
his teeth, and C h arle s  D a rw in  

w o u ld  p rob ab ly  v ie w  it as an evo lu tio n ary  
process w h ich  takes p lace  after a coup le  of 
hundred years —  the pub lica tion  of an an ­
tho logy of personal letters by a rem arkab le 
cross-section of people w h o  have each  con ­
tributed in their ow n unique w a y  to A ustra l­
ian history.

The O x f o r d  b o o k  o f  A u s t r a l ia n  le t te rs ,  
co-edited by John Thom pson of the National 
L ib ra ry  o f A ustra lia , and B rend a  N ia ll,  a 
Melbourne-based writer and a former Reader 
in English at M onash  U n ive rs ity , w as  re­
leased by O xford  U n ivers ity  Press in O c to ­
ber.

John is w e ll-know n  to m any in the pro­
fession as a leading expert in Australiana.

A cco rd in g  to the publisher, this an tho l­
ogy of two-hundred letters from explorers, 
convicts, painters, m usicians, journalists, sci­
entists and m any others w ill  fill a gap on 
Australian  shelves.

W h ile  m any of the letter writers are well- 
know n, the antho logy also represents those 
w h o  m ade no specia l m ark on h istory but 
w h ose  letters illum inate a particu lar aspect 
of the national experience.

The letters are intense, w itty , p o litica l, 
sa tirica l and m ourn fu l, w ith  p ioneers ex ­
pressing their sense of d is location  in a new  
land, men and w om en affected by the expe­

rience  of w a r and A b o rig ina l m en and 
w o m en  w h o se  lives w e re  ab rup tly  trans­
form ed by European settlement.

Others include the 'd iab o lica l' letter from 
a certa in  'Ethel M a lle y ',  m odestly in troduc­
ing M ax  H arris  to the w o rk  of her late 
brother 'E m '. It w as this letter w h ich  kicked 
off A us tra lia 's  legendary  literary  scand a l; 
Patrick  W h ite 's  incom parab le  descrip tion  of 
a luncheon  on board the royal yach t B r ita n ­
n ia ; and Charles D a rw in  w riting  to his sister 
about the surprising level of cu lture and c iv i­
lisation in a con v ic t settlem ent in Tasm an ia  
during his visit on the Beag le in 1 836.

D arw in  w rote:
A t another eery pleauant houoe, where I  dined, they told me, 
at their h u t dancing party, ninety-uix wao the number. Lt 
not thio autonLfhing in uo remote a part o f the world.

A cco rd in g  to the editors, one of the rev­
elations in this antho logy is the w illingness 
of A ustra lians to express them se lves em o ­
tiona lly , tenderly  and needfu lly .

In the E d ito rs  a c k n o w le d g m e n ts  (and at 
the launch  of the book in C an b e rra  on 
14 O c to b er), tribute is paid to the w o rk  of 
Australian librarians and archivists in co lle c t­
ing and p reserv ing  A us tra lia 's  h is to rica l 
record.

M r Thom pson said that in preparing the 
anthology, he and M s N iall ow ed a large debt 
not on ly  to m any ind ividual and fam ily cus­
todians of letters but also to the librarians and 
archivists in Austra lia  and overseas w h o  
helped with ideas, advice and practical help .*

A range of library programs
I can do tha t! Programs fo r ch ild ren , teenagers and th e ir  fam ilies in  lib raries

G osford C ity Council has recently pub­
lished / c a n  d o  t h a t !  by H ea ther 
Fisher, ch ild ren 's and young adult li­

brarian at Gosford C ity Library. I c a n  d o  th a t !  
is the product of an A L IA  Travel G rant w here 
H eather travelled  to C anad a  and the U n ited  
States of A m erica  to gather data from thirty- 
tw o  pub lic  libraries. The data related to ch il­
dren 's and young adult programs of all kinds 
and to fam ily  literacy in itia tives. Sou rce  li­
braries covered  all scales from the sm allest 
booth lib rary in a shopping m all in C le v e ­
land to the large Pub lic  Lib rary in Ch icago .

The publication  covers program m ing for 
infants to teenagers, as w e ll as summ er read­
ing programs, and fam ily  outreach  ideas.

You  can  purchase / c a n  d o  th a t !  from 
G osfo rd  C ity  L ib rary, P O  Box 21, G osford  
N S W  2250, for $20 (postage inc luded ).

3  C a n  3 b o  3 ' U !

Programs for children, teenagers and their 
families in Libraries
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