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re p a i rs  to  re c o rd s  

( p ra c t i c a l ) .  T h e  
t w o - d a y  w o r k 

s h o p  o f fe rs  a d d i 

t i o n a l  p r a c t i c a l  

sess ions  a n d  i n 

s t r u c t i o n s  o n  d is 
as te r p la n n in g .

Th ese  o u t l in e s  

c a n  a lso  be 

c h a n g e d  to  p r o 
v i d e  s p e c i f i c  t o p 

ics f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  

l i b ra r ie s .  It is e n 
v is a g e d  th a t  th e re  

w i l l  be  f o l l o w - u p  

w o rk s h o p s  i n v o l v 
ing  m o re  in -d e p th  

p r a c t i c a l  sessions.

T h e  re s p o n s e  

r e c e iv e d  w a s  e x 
c e l l e n t  a n d ,  s u r 

p r i s i n g l y ,  m a n y  
m e t r o p o l i t a n  an d

near c o u n t r y  areas ha ve  a lso reques ted  w o rk s h o p s  to  be he ld  

in th e i r  l o c a l i t y .  M a n y  l ib ra r ie s  h a v e  re q u e s te d  th a t  v o l u n 

teers  in the  lo c a l  h is to ry  area a lso  be  in c lu d e d  in the  w o r k 
shops  w h i c h  w i l l  be  ru n  b y  a m e m b e r  o f  o u r  c o n s e rv a t io n  

serv ices.

T he State  L ib r a ry  

o f  S o u th  A u s 

t ra l ia  is c o m m i t 

ted  to  its r o le  w i t h i n  

the  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  n e t 

w o rk ,  and  th e  c re a t io n  _

o f  a lo c a l  h is to r y  a n d  

c o m m u n i t y  l ia iso n  o f -  

f i c e r  p o s i t io n  at the  l i 

b r a r y  re f le c ts  th is .

C re a te d  in 1 9 9 4 ,  th e  

p o s i t io n  c o - o r d in a te s  
l ia is o n  w i t h  d o n o rs  o f  

a r c h i v a l  m a te r ia l  to  
the  M o r t l o c k  L ib ra ry  o f  i| jj

S ou th  A u s t r a l ia ,  as , HI If
w e l l  as l i a i s i n g  w i t h  |  

p u b l i c  l i b ra r ie s  c o n -  | |  

t a i n in g  lo c a l  h is to r y  | | |  HI |
c o l l e c t i o n s .  T h e  t w o  ||

ro le s  c o m p l e m e n t  
each  o the r .  T h e  fo rm e r  

o f ten  results  in re fe rra l  

o f  m a te r ia l  t o  a lo c a l  
h is to r y  c o l l e c t i o n ,  ** ^

w h i l e  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  M o r t l o c k ' s  c o l le c t io n s  is used to  as
sist lo c a l  h is to ry  c o l l e c t i o n  p e rs o n n e l .

T h e  a d v is o r y / c o n s u l t a n c y  s e rv ic e  p r o v id e d  to  p u b l i c  l i 

b ra r ia n s  c o n c e n t ra te s  o n  p r o m o t in g  a r c h iv a l l y - s o u n d  p r o c e 
du res  in n e w  a n d  e x is t in g  lo c a l  h is to ry  c o l le c t io n s ,  ass is t ing 

w i t h  o rg a n is a t io n  o f  c o l le c t io n s ,  in d e x in g ,  a u to m a t in g ,  d a ta 

base, c o p y r i g h t  a n d  p re s e rv a t io n  a d v ic e .

C o u n t r y  v is i ts  are  an in te g ra l  p a r t  o f  th e  w o r k  a n d  each  

ye a r  th e  lo c a l  h is to ry  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  l ia is o n  o f f i c e r  m akes  

t w o  c o u n t r y  f ie ld  t r ip s .  T h e  cross fe r t i l is a t io n  o f  ideas w h e n  

v is i t i n g  b o th  c o u n t r y  a n d  m e t r o p o l i t a n  l ib ra r ie s  e n a b le s  the  

State L ib ra ry  to  assess a n d  u n d e rs ta n d  the  needs o f  these c o l 

le c t io n s  a n d  cu ra to rs .  In the  past c o u p le  o f  years  v is i ts  to  re

m o te  l i b ra r ie s  h a v e  d e m o n s t r a te d  a n e e d  f o r  p re s e rv a t io n  

a w a re n e ss  w o r k s h o p s ,  r e s o u rc e  k i ts  a n d  a lo c a l  h is to ry  k i t  

c o n ta in in g  i n f o r m a t io n  o n  c o p y r i g h t  an d  s a m p le  fo rm s  tha t  
c o u ld  be  used in a lo c a l  h is to ry  c o l l e c t i o n .

Preservation workshop
C o u n t r y  l ib ra r ies  w o r k  c lo s e ly  w i t h  th e i r  lo c a l  h is to ry  g ro u p ,  

h is to r ica l  soc ie ty ,  m u s e u m  o r  N a t io n a l  Trust.  T h e re  is usu a l ly  
o n ly  o n e  l i b ra r y  m e m b e r  a n d  a f e w  v o lu n te e r s  in v o l v e d  in 

loca l  h is to ry  and  the n  o n ly  fo r  a f e w  hours  a w e e k .  Th is  c o m 

b in e d  w i t h  th e  d is ta n ce  f ro m  the  State L ib ra ry  has m a d e  it d i f 

f i c u l t  fo r  m e m b e r s  to  a t te n d  w o r k s h o p s  h e ld  in A d e la id e .  It 

w a s  sug ges te d  th a t  a w o r k s h o p  c o u ld  be  o rg a n is e d  in th e  

re g io n  fo r  e i th e r  o n e  o r  t w o  da ys  c o v e r in g  to p ic s  re la t in g  to  
c o n s e rv a t io n .

F o l l o w i n g  e n q u i r ie s  f r o m  c o u n t r y  l ib ra r ie s  o n  a re c e n t  

to u r ,  th e  m a n a g e r  o f  c o n s e r v a t io n  se rv ice s  o f  th e  S ta te  L i 

b ra ry  o f  S ou th  A u s t ra l ia  p re p a re d  a ro u g h  d ra f t  fo r  o n e -  and 

t w o - d a y  w o r k s h o p s  w h i c h  w a s  c i r c u la te d  to  a l l  l ib ra r ie s  in 
Sou th  A u s t ra l ia .

T h e  o n e -d a y  w o r k s h o p  o f fe rs  the  f o l l o w i n g  to p ic s :  h a n 

d l in g  o f  reco rds  (basic  o u t l in e ) ;  e n v i r o n m e n ta l  c o n s id e ra t io n s  
w h e n  s to r in g  y o u r  re c o rd s  (b as ic  o u t l in e ) ;  safe  s to rage  o p 

t ion s  fo r  reco rds ;  d isas te r  p la n n in g  (bas ic  o u t l in e ) ;  an d  m in o r

Resource kits
Vis its  to  p u b l i c  l ib ra r ie s  re ve a le d  the  la c k  o f  i n f o r m a t io n  re
g a rd in g  m a te r ia l  h e ld  in the  M o r t l o c k  L ib ra ry .  A  q u e s t i o n 

na ire  w as  sent to  a l l  l ib ra r ies  a sk in g  w h e t h e r  a k i t  c o n ta in in g  

in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  M o r t l o c k ' s  c o l l e c t i o n s  w o u l d  be  use fu l  
an d  i f  th e re  w e r e  a n y  p a r t i c u la r  t o p ic s  t h e y  w o u l d  l i k e  re

sea rched .

F o l lo w in g  an o u ts ta n d in g  re sponse  the  f i rs t  k i ts  w e r e  d e 

v e lo p e d .  M o r t l o c k  L ib ra ry 's  a r c h iv a l ,  o ra l  h is to ry  an d  p h o t o 

g r a p h ic  c o l l e c t i o n s  w e r e  se a rched ,  as w e l l  as th e  p u b l i s h e d  
c o l l e c t i o n  d a taba se .  T h e  resu l t  w as  a l i s t in g  o f  sou rces  spe 

c i f i c  to  a p a r t i c u la r  area o r  reg ion .  Access  to  these lists, in the 

fo r m  o f  an i n f o r m a t io n  k i t ,  g ives  c o u n t r y  re search ers  in s ig h t  

in to  the  State L ib ra ry 's  c o l l e c t i o n ,  w i t h o u t  r e q u i r in g  th e m  to  

t rave l  to  A d e la id e .  A  vast q u a n t i t y  o f  i n fo rm a t io n  he ld  in the  
l i b ra ry  is n o t  f u l l y - i n d e x e d  a n d  n e w  m a te r ia l  is a d d e d  c o n 

t i n u a l l y ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  th e  lists w i l l  n e v e r  be  c o m p le t e  b u t  

w i l l  re q u i re  c o n t i n u a l  u p d a t in g .

T o  d a te ,  k i ts  f o r  t h e  U p p e r  Eyre  P e n in s u la  h a v e  b e en  

c o m p le te d  w i t h  th e  R iv e r la n d  a n d  U p p e r  S ou th  East s c h e d 

u led  fo r  19 9 8 .  T h e  kits w e re  d is t r ib u te d  in 1 9 9 7  to  each to w n  

in th e  U p p e r  Eyre P e n in s u la  a n d  a c o m p l e t e  set to  th e  re

g io n a l  cen tre ,  Port  L in c o ln .  Kits fo r  m e t r o p o l i t a n  l ib ra r ies  are 

b e in g  c o m p i l e d  s im u l ta n e o u s ly .  These kits are  p r o v in g  to  be 

most p o p u la r  —  h o w e v e r  the a m o u n t  o f  t im e  re q u i re d  to  p r o 

d u c e  ea ch  area 's  k i t  s lo w s  d is t r ib u t io n .

These in i t ia t iv e s  ha ve  been  d e v e lo p e d  in response  to  c l i 

en t requests  a n d  s h o w  th a t  th e re  is a g e n u in e  ne ed  fo r  such  

se rv ice s .  T h e y  p r o v i d e  f u r t h e r  e x a m p le s  o f  th e  im m e n s e  
v a lu e  o f  l ia is o n  b e tw e e n  th e  State L ib r a ry  a n d  lo ca l  h is to ry  

c o l le c t io n s .  ■
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