
COMLA Jamaican HQ 
links information professionals
T he Com m onw ealth  Library Asso­

c ia tio n  (C O M L A ), founded  in 
1972, is one of m ore than 28 

C o m m on w ea lth  Professional A sso c ia ­
tions sponsored by the Com m onw ealth  
Foundation  in London. Estab lished in 
1966 by the C o m m onw ea lth  H eads of 
G o ve rn m en t, a p rim ary goal of the 
C om m onw ealth  Foundation is 'the nur­
turing of professional activ ity  through­
out the C o m m o n w e a lth '. C O M L A 's  
m ission is to serve the interests of L i­
b rary  A ssoc ia tions  in the C o m m o n ­
w ea lth  by p rom oting  the interests of 
libraries and librarians as w e ll as fa c ili­
tating netw orks for inform ation  d e liv ­
ery.

C O M L A 's  m em bersh ip  spans fifty- 
tw o  coun tries  and is governed  by a 
G en e ra l C o u n c il w h ich  m eets eve ry  
four years. The m anagem en t of 
C O M L A  is vested  in an ex ecu tive  
cou n cil w h ich  is supported by regional 
cou n c ils . A ll of C O M L A 's  officers are 
e lected  except the execu tive  secretary 
w h o  is appointed  to this position. The 
C O M L A  secre taria t is located  in Ja ­
m aica , m aking it one of the first C o m ­
m onwealth  Professional Associations to 
have  its headquarters ou tside of the 
U n ited  Kingdom .

C O M L A 's  goals are to:

• support and encourage the d eve lo p ­
m ent of lib ra ry  assoc ia tions in the 
C o m m on w ea lth ;

• forge, m ainta in  and strengthen pro ­
fessional links betw een librarians;

• prom ote the status and education  of 
lib rarians;

• promote the reciprocal recognition of 
qualifica tions in Iib rariansh ip;

• im prove library and information serv­
ices;

• in itia te  lib rary  and in fo rm ation  re­
search projects;

• foster and im prove the m anagem ent 
of lib rary associations; and

• further the techn ica l deve lopm ent of 
libraries and inform ation centres.

Rural lib rariansh ip , d istance librar- 
ianship, inform ation literacy and other 
interests are prom oted through a series 
of regional activ ities , sem inars, w o rk ­
shops, and m onographic publications. 
A  spec ia l in itia tive , L i te r a c y  th r o u g h  
p o s te rs , published in collaboration  with 
the D o m in ic a  (W e s t  Ind ies) N a tio n a l 
L ib rary  A ssoc ia tion  has been p articu ­
larly successful. These colourful and at­
tra ctive  posters w e re  designed  to en ­
cou rage  read ing  and the use of 
libraries.

The deve lopm en t of other regional 
and spec ia l interest groups to w h ich  
C O M L A 's  mem bers belong provide ex­
ce llen t opportun ities for m utually  ben ­
efic ia l partnerships. C O M L A  is associ­
ated w ith  A C U R IL  (A ssoc ia tion  of 
C a rib b ean  U n ive rs ity , Research  and 
Institution Libraries), S C ESC A L  (Stand ­
ing C on fe rence  on East, Southern and 
Central A frica  Libraries) C O N S A L  (The 
C on fe rence  o f Southeast Asian  Lib rar­
ians), S C O P A L  (The Stand ing  C o n fe r­
ence of Pac ific  Librarians) and P IC  (The 
P a c if ic  In fo rm ation  C en tre ). M ost re­
cen tly  C O M L A  assisted three persons 
from m em ber associations of SC ESC A L  
to attend SC ESC A L  X III w h ich  w as held 
in N airob i.

C O M L A  has long been associated 
w ith , and is a m em ber of, the IFLA

Roundtab le for the M anagem ent of L i­
brary Associations w h ere  it has partic i­
pated active ly  in that Association 's pro­
grams. Currently  it is preparing a report 
for the R T M L A  on the findings of a Sur­
ve y  of N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  A ssoc ia tions 
w h ic h  had been undertaken  to try to 
establish critica l areas of assistance for 
library associations w h ich  appear to be 
faltering. C O M L A  sits on the Copyright 
and Legal Matters com m ittee , and sub­
com m ittees of IF LA  as w e ll as on the 
A C U R IL  Executive .

COMLA/COL partnership
Through an association  w ith  the C o m ­
m onw ealth  of Learning (C O L ), C O M L A  
has been quite active  in the area of d is­
tance lib rary  services. The 1996 C O L  
publication  L ib r a r y  s e rv ic e s  o f  d is ta n c e  
le a rn e rs  in  th e  C o m m o n w e a l t h :  a 
r e a d e r  o f  t w e n t y - t w o  a r t ic le s  f r o m  
a r o u n d  th e  C o m m o n w e a lth  p rovides a 
un ique  resource  on the sub ject. (R e ­
v iew s  are a v a ila b le  on the C O L  w eb  
page). D u ring  N o ve m b e r 1998, 
C O M L A  w ill  be in vo lve d  in a v irtua l 
con fe ren ce  on d is tan ce  lib rariansh ip . 
D is tance  lib ra ry  se rv ice  p ractitioners 
and other interested in d istance library 
serv ices and  ed u ca tion  are inv ited  to 
jo in  and partic ipate . D eta ils  are a v a il­
ab le  at h ttp ://w w w .co l.o rg .

COMLA in the South Pacific
C urren tly  there are eight full and thirty 
affiliate mem bers of C O M L A  located in 
the South  P a c if ic . Persons from  the 
South Pac ific  have served w ith  d istinc­
tion as pres idents and treasurer, and 
Roy Sanders is the current editor o f the 
B u l le t in .  C O M L A  has held several suc­
cessful w orkshops in the South Pac ific  
w h ic h  in c lu d e  T r a in in g  n o n - p r o fe s ­
s io n a l  l i b r a r y  s ta f f  { F iji, 1979); E le c ­
t r o n ic  s y s te m s  fo r  l ib r a r ia n s  (Australia, 
1984); and R u ra l a n d  C o m m u n it y  R e ­
s o u rc e  C e n tre s  (A ustra lia , 1988). 
C O M L A  looks forw ard  to being ab le  to 
be in vo lve d  in o ther activ it ie s  in the 
region and w e lco m es  contact w ith  na­
tiona l, reg iona l, specia l assoc ia tions 
and ind iv idua ls from the South Pacific .

For m ore  in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t 
C O M L A  co n ta c t the p res ident: E l iz a ­
beth F W a ts o n , lib ra r ian  U W I ,  C a v e  
H il l ,  B a rb ad o s , W e s t  In d ies , p h o n e  
+ 246 41 7 420 1 , fax +246 424 8944, 
w a ts o n e @ u w ic h ill .e d u .b b ; or the ex ­
e c u t iv e  se c re ta ry , N o rm a  A m enu- 
Kpodo, depu ty  lib ra rian , U W I ,  M o n a , 
Ja m a ic a , W e s t  In d ies , p h o n e  
+876 927 2123, fax +876 927 1926, 
n k p o d o @ u w im o n a .e d u .jm  ■

Call for nominations for the 
ALIA NSW LIBRARY TECHNICIANS GROUP
CALLING NOW for nominations for library technicians 

interested in joining the 1999 committee for the 
NSW Library Technicians Group.

Nominations should be sent to Katherine Raper at the 
address below, or submitted at the group's 

Annual General Meeting on 9 December at the 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney Library, 4.30 -  6.00 pm.

Contact: Katherine Raper
ph 02 9514 3688, fx 02 9514 3305, Katherine.Raper@uts.edu.au
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