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T he IFLA  C onference in Am ster­
dam  in August p rovided  an in ­
ternational forum for discussion 

on education  for the profession. W ith  
representatives from so m any library as­
sociations and education  institutions 
present it w as a great opportun ity  to 
pursue issues arising from rec ip roca l 
recognition, international standards for 
education , and further co-operation.

The Association currently has recip ­
rocal recognition arrangements in p lace 
w ith  the L ib rary  Assoc ia tion  (LA ) and 
A m erican  L ib rary  Assoc ia tion  (A LA ). 
The foundation for education for librar­
ians in Australia is sim ilar to that in the 
Un ited  K ingdom  in content, and in of­
fering courses at undergraduate and 
graduate levels. A L IA  and the LA  offer 
reciprocal recognition for qualifications 
at both levels. For the U n ited  States, 
again , content is sim ilar. H o w e v e r  a 
Masters-level qualifica tion  is regarded 
as the m in im um  standard for em p lo y ­
ment. The A L A  is rev iew ing  its p roce ­
dures for recognition of overseas q u a li­
fica tions and one of the key issues in 
this re v iew  is w hether q u a lifica tio n s  
other than at the Masters level w ill be 
recognised. A L IA  offers recip roca l rec­
ogn ition  to graduates of ALA-recog- 
nised courses.

O u r discussions at IFLA  w ith  repre­
sentatives from the A LA  and LA enabled 
us all to go beyond the nom enclature of 
the q u a lifica tio n  (such as B a ch e lo r or 
Masters) to e laborate more on the edu ­
cation  systems in each  coun try . That 
Austra lian  graduates w ith  a Bache lo rs  
qualification  in library and inform ation 
studies may not be given recognition in 
the United States is of concern , particu ­
larly  in an education  p o licy  e n v iro n ­
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m ent in Australia w h ich  
g en e ra lly  offers HECS- 
funded positions for un­
dergraduates on ly . O u r 
focus for ongoing  d is ­
cussions w ith  A LA  is in 
tw o  m ain areas —  that 
rec ip ro ca l recogn ition  
should be based on the 
know ledge-base o u t­
com es and that these 
are substantially sim ilar 
in undergraduate and 
graduate courses; and 
ho w  the structure of un­
derg raduate education  
d iffers from that in the 
U n ited  States. The LA 
has w id e r re c ip roc ity  
through the European 
U n io n  (E U ) to a c c o m ­
modate. A L IA  reciprocal 
arrangem ents are based 
on LA-recognised courses, how ever the 
A ssoc ia tion  is lia is ing  w ith  the LA  on 
the im plications for this of EU  d eve lop ­
ments —  one developm ent being anec­
dotal ev idence  that M asters is the pre­
ferred q ualifica tion  level of education  
and for em ploym ent.

A  workshop on education and train­
ing brought together educators and li­
brary association  representatives from 
Europe, the U n ited  K ingdom , the 
Un ited  States and Australia. Participants 
discussed the practicalities of participat­
ing in EU  program s such as the Eu ro ­
pean Credit Transfer System  w h ich  of­
fers student in terchange betw een  EU  
coun tries. A  m ajor concern  w as that 
w h ile  agreem ents m ay be estab lished 
between, institutions, at the program  
level there is considerab le variation  in

the qu a lity  of courses and teach ing  
w ith in  and betw een countries. Further, 
there are no com m on  standards for 
accreditating courses, or a com m on ac­
crediting body.

The IFLA  Section  on Education  and 
Training is w ork ing  towards develop ing 
Standards for lib rary  and inform ation  
services education programs. A  working 
party is co lle c tin g  in fo rm ation  on 
sources of accred ita tion  and ce rtif ica ­
tion for the various countries or regions 
and ana lys ing  sim ila ritie s  and d iffer­
ences, for presentation and d iscussion 
at IFLA  1999.

Throughout 1999, the A L IA  Board  
of Education  w ill con tinue  to m onitor 
international and local trends and de­
velopm ents in education , and eva luate 
how  these m ay affect members. ■

■

ALIA PO ST E R S a n d
G R E E T IN G  CARD PACKS

A L IA  has launch ed  a fabulous co llection  of posters and 
greeting card  packs as part o f the lead-up to the 1998 
A L IA  B ien n ia l Conference. A dop ting  the conference and 
the A u stra lian  L ib ra ry  W e e k  98 them e —  Pathways to 
knowledge —  these n ew  products illustrate  the ever- 
expanding role libraries p lay in  the com m unity.

The greeting card packs are elegantly w rapped  and make 
a perfect gift. The v ib rant posters are suitable for d isp lay 
in a range o f environm ents.

Posters A va ilab le  in  a choice of two images:

1. Libraries — the family pathway to knowledge

2. Libraries — the community pathway to knowledge 

M em bers price: $13 each [Non-members: $14 per poster] 

G reeting  cards E igh t cards per gift pack  [four of each 
image]

M em bers price: $15 per pack, $40 special offer for three 
packs [Non-members: $17 per pack, $46 special offer].

Contact A L IA  National Office to place your order now. Please 
include your A L IA  membership num ber w hen  ordering. All 
prices include post and packing.

Phone 1800 020 071, e-mail enqu iry@ alia .org .au
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