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NBking news around Australia

Selected reprints from newspapers and magazines in recent months

Australians love libraries
The Canberra Times, 5 September 1998

Public libraries and art galleries have mas-
sive support from the Australian community.
In the report, Public attitudes to the arts, pub-
lished by the Australian Bureau of Statistics
and the Australian Council, libraries were
rated important by ninety-seven per cent of

respondents.

Library to put funds to good use
Colac Herald, 17 August 1998

Corangamite Regional Library Corporation
has recently received additional funding of
$33 000 for a multi-media and web access
strategy and materials upgrade. The $33 000
will be used to upgrade hard- and soft-ware

at all corporation branches.

Arts fear high price of culture tax
Lauren Martin, Angela Bennie and Joyce
Morgan, The Sydney Morning Herald,
14 August 1998

The price of books, CDs, movies, and 'the
arts' would rise faster than inflation under the

Government's GST proposals.

The GST could have a dramatic effect on
libraries, according to Virginia Walsh, ALIA
executive director. Ms Walsh promised a

lobbying campaign backed by 10 000

members.

Under the Government's tax package,
many taxes would be reduced or abolished,
but few of them apply to the cultural sector.
The GST would replace the wholesale sales
tax, but books are currently tax-free and arts
companies are largely exempt from the sales

tax.

The administration of a GST is also a

concern for small organisations.

Resources sharing on the agenda
by Paul Whillier, Mandurah Coastal Times,
14 August 1998

Peel District Education Office, TAFE and the
City of Mandurah have been meeting to dis-
cuss ways in which the groups could share
resources and save money. TAFE plans ma-
jor extensions in the near future, and a new
senior secondary campus is also planned.

Proposals have included the new middle
school having a combined public/school Ii-
brary, and the senior secondary sharing their
library facilities with the TAFE college.

Transition from school to university
a ‘big leap’for many students

by Amanda O'Chee, Courier Mail,
14 August 1998

A recent study has found that first-year
university students often struggle with poor
research and

critical reading and writing,

I Ccvi<'

computer skills. Some students revealed that
they did not know how to use the library
properly.

Researcher Gloria Latham believes that
the problem stems partly from the fact that
students do not need to undertake much re-
search in high school, but academics at uni-
versities expected them to be able to choose
which information was credible and appro-
priate to their studies. The study recom-
mends that universities increase workshops
for first-year students to address transition

problems.

City project wins reprieve
by Alistair Paton, Bendigo Advertiser,
| 2 August 1998

A project to establish a complete historical
database of Bendigo residents will continue.
The project was begun under the work-for-
the-dole scheme, but funding was cut after
the project was left out of the second round

of the scheme.

Co-ordinated by the Bendigo Library, the
Gold'n'links project has been expanded, and
will now employ seventy-nine young people
who will enter data records and conserve the
library's 30 OOO historical photographs of the
region.

Libraries will be hit hard by GST
Northern Miner, 11 August 1998

Matt Foley, Queensland Arts minister at-
tacked the Government's proposed GST,
claiming that it would damage writing, lend-
ing library services and the whole Queens-
land arts industry. He suggests that the pro-
posed new tax system could mean the State
Library of Queensland would be able to buy
80 000 fewer books each year.

He believes that the worst hit areas
would be the towns like Capella, Charters
Julia Creek,

Towers, Richmond and

Cloncurry and Mt Isa.

Council rejects internet checks
by Mark Sleeman, Daily Mercury,

Il August 1998

Macay City Council plans to ditch computer
software which restricts internet access at the
local library. The Council believes that the
software also has the effect of blocking legiti-
mate research sites. The council is satisfied
that the library staff can easily monitor what
sites are being accessed at the public termi-
nals in the library.

GST will hurt the arts, Foley warns

by Amanda O'Chee, Courier Mail,
10 August 1998
Queensland Arts Minister, Matt Foley

warned that the arts would be one of the
hardest-hit industries under a goods and
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services tax. Mr Foley cited three reports
which indicated that the arts would be one
of the big losers under a GST.

Internet displays anti-TV bias
by Judith Leon, The West Australian,
7 August 1998

The internet is a threat to television viewing,
but poses few problems for newspapers ac-
cording to a survey released by the Newspa-
per Advertising Bureau of Australia. The
report suggests that two-thirds of internet us-
ers read three or more newspapers each
week and forty per cent read more than
seven newspapers a week.

Business development manager for the
Newspaper Advertising Bureau, Russell Col-
lier said that the statistics contradicted the
idea that newspapers will be superseded by
the internet as a primary source of informa-
tion.

Fount of knowledge
by Alicia Pyke, The Brishane News,
5 August 1998

The Brishane News has taken a peek at the
State Library of Queensland ten years after
the doors first opened. The feature includes
an interview with state librarian, Des
Stephens, as well as an overview of the col-

lections in the library.

Upgrade for Collie library
Collie Mail, 30 July 1998

The Shire of Collie Library has been allo-
cated $40 000 to automate the library's cata-
loguing system. Councillor John Moran said
that the funding was essential 'The library
has 1963 stamped all over it — it has got to
be improved'. Some of the funding will also
go towards improving staff levels and up-

grading the air-conditioning in the library.

Main Street brings benefits to library
Balonne Beacon, 30 July 1998

A generous donation to the St George Li-

g mgm

brary has ensured that local residents can get
information on starting a business or expand-

ing their existing operation in the area.

The Business Association donated a col-
lection of books, videos,
including the Handbook for Small
Marketing plus

plus a report from the

reports and fact
sheets,
business, Your silent partner,
— workshop series,
Financial management Research Centre.

Library approved
Cairns Sun, 29 July 1998

A drive-through library services will be a

highlight of the new Cairns library. The
Cairns City Council has agreed to borrow $4
million to fund the refurbishment of council

chambers and relocate the city library.

The cost are expected to be offset by the
eventual sale of the current library site and
by significant subsidies offered by the State
Library of Queensland. Councillor Deirdre
Ford said that with seventy-eight per cent of
residents using local libraries it was clearly
the most highly utilised public facility in
Cairns. 'I'm very aware that libraries are the
lifeblood of a community ... I'm really deter-
mined to see library services upgraded to the

level residents deserve' she said.

Plans unveiled lor $2m library
by Andy Toulson, Port Stephens Examiner,

22 July 1998

Plans for a new library and aged services
centre at Salamander Bay are on display.
Construction is due to begin in November
with the library opening in January 2000.

The projects are stage one of a planned
community precinct which will eventually
include child, youth and aged care services,
adult learning, performing arts and exhibition
space, and community rooms.

The community precinct will be located
next to the Salamander Shopping Centre, giv-
ing the area a strong community focus. ]

Do you want to
work in the UK?

TFPL has a regular demand for temporary library and information staff.

We require qualified or experienced people for vacancies which last from

a few days to many months.

Contact Luisa Jefford, Faye Sanderson or Lucy Wingar on 0171 251 5522
on your arrival or whenever you're seeking library / information work

during your stay.

Employment Agendies Licence No FE10131

I
recruitment

TFPL Ltd. 17-18 Britton Street mLondon =EC1M 5NQ
Tel: +44 171 2515522 wFax: +44 171 251 8318 <URL: http://www.tfpl.com
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