Encouraging cross-sectoral co-operation

Adrian Cunningham and Katherine Dan from the Australian Society of Archivists at a meeting
with ALIA staff, Jennefer Nicholson and Rosemarie Sebastian-Pillai. The meeting was held to
discuss the Australian Society ofArchivist's involvementin AUA's Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander employment strategy for the library, information and archives sector

Discovering

denocracy In libraries

T he Australian Library and Information
Association is currently represented on
the advisory committee for the Discov-

ering democracy learning circle project, one

component of the Discovering democracy pro-
gram, administered by the Department of Em-
ployment,

Affairs. Discovering democracy arose out of

the 1994 Federal Government Civics Expert

Group's report Whereas the people... Civics

and citizenship education: AUA's submission

to this report emphasised that the public li-

Education, Training and Youth

brary, as the pre-eminent community facility in
most towns, performing important social, edu-
cational and cultural functions, can be an ex-
cellent resource for the provision of civics
education. Whereas the people...
highlighted the role of public libraries as 'set-

subsequently

tings for discussion of civic issues, access to in-
formation and other citizenship initiatives'.

The advisory committee is responsible for
the development of two learning circles for the

n
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adult and community education sector. Learn-

ing circles, also called study circles, are fo-
cused courses for community groups, with all
participants using a common resource. The aim
is to provide specific outcomes for participants
which will have an impact on their engage-

ment with the wider community.

Libraries — and particularly public libraries
— are involved in learning circles on a number
of levels. Libraries sometimes provide the
physical location for a learning circle and com-
monly provide additional information resources
to participants. A potential outcome of one of
the Discovering democracy learning circles,
currently entitled 'Citizenship and public life’,
is increased awareness amongst participants of
the magnitude of information provided by li-
braries. This learning circle explores levels of
participation within the civil community in
Australia, and the groups and processes which
influence the Australian community. The other
learning circle, 'The Australian nation', focuses
on the evolution of Australian nationhood, the
role of people within the Australian concept of
nationhood and the unique symbols and cel-

ebrations of our nation.

Both learning circles are in the preliminary
stages of development and are expected to be
launched in the first half of 1999. Through its
representation on the advisory committee, ALIA
is emphasising the role of libraries as key cen-
tres of access to information and education,
enabling citizens to understand and participate
within Australian society. Throughout the advi-
sory committee process, ALIA members will be
consulted as appropriate. If you would like fur-
ther information, contact Alison Batterham at
ALIA National Office, phone 02 6285 1877, e-
mail alison.batterham@alia.org.au ]
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