
WeVe been watching you...
Ivan Trundle, manager, systems and publishing

ALIA's advocacy 
program

O ver the past year or so, the Asso­
ciation 's website, ALIAnet, has 
grown from a not-insignificant 

500 pages or so to a mind-numbing 3500 
pages, all jam-packed with information. In 
that time of unprecedented growth, we 
have been tracking the pages that interest 
visitors to our site. Not unsurprisingly, our 
logfiles show that a vast amount of activ­
ity takes place in the ALIAppointm ents 
segment of ALIAnet —  to the extent that it 
is only out-polled by the regular ALIAnet 
'home page', our regular entry portal. Visi­
tors have also taken a keen interest in the 
electronic discussion list pages (formerly 
known as our 'listserv' pages), and judging 
by the expansion of e-lists available to the 
public, this too is rather predictable.

Since the early days of ALIAnet, the 
ALIAnet 'navigation panel' has been an 
intrinsic part of our website, and offers a 
comfortable method of navigation across 
a rapidly-growing and diverse environ ­
ment. However, it has had certain lim ita­
tions, and many have commented upon 
the apparent random order of link place­
ment within the panel itself. It is now 
proving inadequate for current and future 
needs. So w e have revamped it entirely.

And added to it.
A lot. As visitors 
traverse ALIAnet, 
the navigation 
panel w ill now 
expand or con ­
tract according to 
the requirements 
of the current lo­
cation. It is not a 
perfect system, as 
it requires the 
web builders to 
s e c o n d - g u e s s  
what each current 
location demands 
—  but it is a vast 
im p r o v e m e n t  
over the less-flex­
ible system.

In the process of updating the site's 
navigation panel and other graphics, we 
have moved large chunks of ALIAnet to 
new locations that not only a llow  for fur­
ther expansion, but also offer a much 
briefer URL for visitors to remember and 
type. Most of the well-visited sections of 
the site now have their own directory, 
and the need to remember long URLs has 

been dim inished or 
altogether removed. 
For example, A LIA 's  
electronic mailing 
lists can now be 
found at http://www. 
a lia .o rg .au/e- lists/ . 
How ever, w e have 
left links from the old 
URLs for people to 
fo llow , recognising 
that many do not up­
date their bookmarks 
frequently. Be aware, 
though, that it w ill 
not be possible to 
maintain all of these 
older links indefi­
nitely. Like all good 
w eb users, you 
should check and re­
v iew  all of your 
stored bookmarks 
from time to time. In­
cidentally, it still sur­
prises me that people 
type URLs with an ../ 
alia/., in the m iddle 
of the U RL itself —  a 
practice that w e 
abandoned over four 
years ago.

It w ill take us 
some time to update

all of the pages of ALIAnet to the 'new ' 
format. Please be patient in this period of 
change. The process of updating a live 
site, whilst continually adding new pages 
on a regular basis, is a time-consuming 
task. W e  are working our way through the 
most-visited pages first, and progressing to 
those that might receive only twenty or 
thirty hits per week. Taking into account 
the massive interest shown in the A L IA p ­
pointments section of the site, we are also 
rapidly-expanding the material offered in 
this area. The recently-published W o rk -  
le v e l g u id e lin e s  and a number of em ploy­
ment-related issues booklets have been 
added recently, and by the time that you 
are reading this the C o u rse s  9 9  booklet 
should be available, too. Good news for 
students!

E -lis ts  on  th e  up
W e  welcom e on board the aliaLIBTEC list 
as a new addition to the ALIAnet list 
server. The alia98 list, serving those who 
wish to discuss issues in relation to the 
Biennial Conference, is also a re latively 
new entry. Moves are afoot to create a list 
to serve the interests of Queensland li­
brary and information workers, along the 
lines of the a lia N S W  and a liaV IC  lists. 
Please note that all of the public lists on 
ALIAnet are open to the general public. 
Contrary to some rumours I have heard 
recently, ALIA  membership is N O T  a pre­
requisite to join any of the lists shown on 
the e-lists page of ALIAnet. W e  provide 
these lists as a benefit to the entire library 
and information sector, without any re­
quirement of affiliation or membership, 
but we do encourage those who use the 
lists —  just like those who use our website 
—  to become members of the Association. 
It is through membership that these serv­
ices can be offered. ■
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Informit

Visit

www.informit.com.au
for fu rth e r in fo rm a tio n

In fo rm it O n lin e  p ro v id e s  In te rn e t a c c e s s  to  
th e  In fo rm it ra n g e  o f  d a ta b a s e s . O v e r 50 
d a ta b a s e s  c o v e r in g  a  w id e  s u b je c t  a re a  
c a n  b e  s u b s c r ib e d  to  o n  a n  in d iv id u a l basis 
o r in c u s to m is e d  g ro u p s .

In fo rm it  O n lin e  uses th e  la te s t v e rs io n  o f  
S ilve rP la tte r's  WebSPIRS so ftw a re , a llo w in g  
s e a r c h in g  o f  d a ta b a s e s  v ia  y o u r  w e b  
b row ser.

V isit o u r site  fo r a  fu ll list o f  d a ta b a s e s  a n d  
su b s c r ip tio n  in fo rm a t io n .

R M IT  P u b l is h in g
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h ttp : //w w w .r m itp u b lis h in g .c o m .a u  
E m ail: in fo @ r m itp u b lis h in g .c o m .a u
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