
Y o u r vo ice

A c tio n s  sp eak  
lo u d er  th an  w o r d s

In the A ugust ed itio n  o f inC ite, 

seve ra l C o a lit io n  M P s  stressed 

the  im p o rtan ce  o f lib ra rie s  for 

a ll A ustra lian s , e s p e c ia l ly  in 

p ro v id in g  a 'g a te w a y ' to in fo r­

m atio n  all o ve r  the w o r ld  v ia  

the internet.

U n fo rtu n a te ly , the H o w a rd  

G o v e rn m e n t 's  a c tio n s  ca n n o t 

be  ju dged  b y  these w o rth y  

sen tim ents: it s lashed  to a fifth 

o f its o rig in a l s ize  a fund  in it i­

a ted  by the p re v io u s  g o v e rn ­

m en t to p ro v id e  in ternet 

a ccess  to e v e ry  lib ra ry  in 

A u s tra lia , and  then  fo rced  

lib ra rie s  into  co m p e titito n  w ith  

co m m u n ity  g roups fo r this 

red u ced  po o l. L ib ra rie s  a re  the 

k e y  to en su rin g  that the d iv id e  

b e tw e e n  in fo rm atio n  rich  and 

p o o r is kept as n a rro w  as 

p o ss ib le . H o w e v e r ,  th is  ro le  

c a n n o t be assum ed  in a f in a n ­

c ia l v a cu u m .

T h e  D e m o cra ts  w i ll  sh o rtly  be 

a n n o u n c in g  o u r po s ition  on 

the  C o a lit io n 's  tax p o lic y . W e  

a re  co n c e rn e d  ab o u t the im p li­

ca tio n s  o f a G S T  on books, 

p r im a r ily  that it co u ld  red u ce  

a cce ss  to cu ltu re .

E v e ry w h e re , lo c a l g overn m en t, 

h ig h er e d u ca tio n  and  sch oo ls  

budgets are  b e in g  sa vag e ly  

p ru n ed , th re a ten in g  the ab ility  

o f lib ra rie s  to rem a in  re levan t. 

T h e  D e m o cra ts  w e lc o m e  the 

Lobby fo r lib ra ries  c a m p a ig n  

and  p led ge  to co n t in u e  w o rk ­

ing in the Se n a te  for better 

lib ra ries .

Senator Lyn Allison,
Dem ocrats spokesperson on 
Schools and Local Governm ent

L a n g u a g e  o f  in c lu sio n

T h e  8th A s ia - P a c if ic  Sp e c ia ls , 

H e a lth  and  L a w  'L ib ra r ia n s ' 

C o n fe re n c e  is c u rre n tly  be ing  

p ro m oted  in inC ite  and  e lse ­

w h e re  and  I w o u ld  lik e  to 

d ra w  m em b ers ' a tten tion  to

the title  o f the  c o n fe re n c e .

In cases  w h e re  both  lib ra rian s  

and  lib ra ry  te c h n ic ia n s  w o u ld  

be e lig ib le  to a ttend c o n fe r ­

en ces  and  w o rk sh o p s , I w o u ld  

like  to ask c o n fe re n c e  o rg an is ­

ers, and  A L IA  as the p ro fes ­

s ion a l b o d y , if the  m ore  

g en e r ic  term  'l ib ra r ie s ' co u ld  

be used (as in : Sp e c ia ls , H e a lth  

and  L a w  'L ib ra r ie s ' C o n fe r ­

en ce ).

W h ils t  I am  assured  tha t lib ra ry  

te c h n ic ia n s  w o u ld  be w e lc o m e  

at the  Sp e c ia ls , H e a lth  and 

L a w  co n fe re n c e , b e ca u se  it is 

c a lle d  a 'L ib ra r ia n s ' c o n fe r ­

e n ce , th e y  m ay  not feel th ey  

are  e lig ib le  to a ttend, an d  m ay  

a lso  be d isco u rag ed  from  

seek ing  a p p ro va l from  th e ir 

m an agers  o r o rgan isa tio n s  to 

attend.

L ib ra ry  te c h n ic ia n s  ca n  be the 

so le  o p era to rs  in so m e sm a lle r 

lib ra rie s , and  th ro u g h o u t the 

p ro fession  the re  are  m an y

te c h n ic ia n s  w h o  h ave  w id e  

e x p e r ie n c e  and  sk ills, and  

w o u ld  b en e fit from  a tten d ing  

co n fe re n c e s  and w o rk sh o p s  

sp e c if ic  to the ir w o rk .

A  m ore  a w a re  and in c lu s iv e  

lan gu ag e  w o u ld  h e lp  to ra ise 

th e  p ro file  o f lib ra ry  te c h n i­

c ia n s  w ith in  A L IA  and the 

lib ra ry  pro fession  and  e n c o u r ­

age  o u r p ro fess io na l d e v e lo p ­

m ent.

Lainey Furness (ALIA Tech), 
Goonellabah N SW

Your voice
Your letters on any issue of 
relevance to the library and 
information sector are 
welcomed.
All letters should be addressed to the 
inCite editor and may be e-mailed to 
incite@alia.org.au, or faxed to 
02 6282 2249, or posted to: Your voice, 
ALIA, PO Box E441, Kingston ACT 2604. 
Please include your name and postal 
address with your letter or e-mail.

Letters will be accepted for publication 
until the 18th o f the month.

S i l v e r P l a t t e r  S o l u t i o n s  

f o r  L i b r a r i e s

SllverLinker -  an exciting innovation 
from SilverPlatter -  lets you navigate  
seamlessly to fu ll text.

ERL 4 - Networking Technology for Libraries. 
Release 4 introduces a new WebSPIRS 
interface; Library Holdings; SDIs; WebAdmin 
and a Z39.50 gateway.

Visit us at the ALIA Conference for a 
dem onstration of these exciting new 
solutions. Call in and see us at 
Stand 47, or stop by our partners ALDIS, 
DA Information or RMIT Publishing.
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