
The Australian 
MetaWeb project
M any searchers using the W o r ld  

W id e  W e b  have  been co n cerned  
about tw o  sign ificant prob lem s —  

firstly, how  to avo id  huge lists of results for 
a single keyw ord  search; and second ly how  
to find  q u a lity  resources. The M e ta W e b  
Project, based in Australia, set out to provide 
tools and tech n iq u es w h ic h  w ill help  to 
o ve rco m e these problem s.

O n e  technique w h ich  has been espoused 
for the last three years is the app lica tion  of a 
standard set of m etadata, such as the D ub lin  
C ore . T he  D u b lin  C o re  consists o f fifteen 
m etadata e lem ents ab le  to be provided in a 
H T M L  docum ent, or in a database w ith  links 
to H T M L  docum ents. The e lem ents appear 
s im ila r to a sca led-dow n  version  of 
U S M A R C . A  description of their sem antics is 
a v a ila b le  http://purl.oclc.org/m etadata/ 
d u b lin _co re

The M e ta W e b  Pro ject, w h ich  w as co m ­
pleted in Ju ly  1998, m akes ava ilab le  the fo l­
low ing  set of software, free of charge, from 
its W e b s ite  at http ://purl.n la.gov.au/ 
m etaweb/hom e:

• a gatherer, w h ich  co llects  m etadata from 
prev iously  identified sites;

• a broker w h ich  indexes the m etadata and 
m akes it a va ilab le  for querying;

• an app lica tion  program m ing interface for 
m any different m etadata repositories;

• a q uery  in terface , w h ic h  a llo w s  refined 
search ing based on any or all of the D u b ­

lin Core m etadata elem ents.

These tools m ay be supported by the re­
pository database software you a lready have 
at you r site. D ub lin  C ore  m etadata m ay be 
created  for use by the so ftw are  using tw o  
A ustra lian  too ls: a m etadata ed ito r ca lle d  
'R egg ie ' a v a ila b le  http://m etadata.net/dstc; 
and a site generato r w h ic h  a u to m a tica lly  
generates six of the fifteen elem ents in a pre­
specified W e b  d irectory. See  the d o cu m en ­
tation at the M e ta W e b  Pro ject's  w eb  site at 
http://purl.nla.gov.au/metaweb/home for d e ­
tails.

The pro ject has also established an A us ­
tralian m etadata d iscussion list, w here  inter­
national d eve lo p m en ts  in m etadata s tand ­
ards are d iscussed . You  can  jo in  the 
m etadata com m un ity  to in fluence  the future 
d irections of standards as they are used in 
Australia. To  subscribe, send an em ail m es­
sage to m a jo rd o m o @ d stc .ed u .au  w ith  the 
single line: s u b s c r i b e  m e t a d a t a .

A lthough  the M e ta W e b  P ro jec t is fo r­
m ally  over, the project's partners —  the A us­
tra lian  D e fen ce  Fo rce  A ca d e m y , C h arles  
Sturt U n ive rs ity , the D is tribu ted  System s 
T echno logy Centre, and the N ational Library 
of A ustra lia  —  are assisting Austra lian  sub­
ject g a tew ay projects to adapt the tools for 
their ow n  qua lity  resources. For inform ation 
on the project please D ebb ie  C am pbe ll, N a ­
tional L ib ra ry  o f A ustra lia  at 
d ca m p b e l@ n la .g o v .a u , te lep h o n e
02 6262 1673. ■

CSIRO becomes the first 
Australian site for Web of Science
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• 18/11 SA UCRLS section
A G M  presentation o f  student 
aw ard and Garry Benson on 
Com m unication. D eta ils to  be 
advised. C on tact: Carol Dungey, 
ph 08 8302 3413, fx 08 8302 
3382, caro l. d u ngey@ un isa .
edu.au .

• 24/11 SA Branch. AGM. C o n ­
tact: Jan in e  Tan, ph 08 8303 
5225, fx 08 8303  4369,
jtan @ lib ra ry .ade la ide .edu .au .

• 25/11 SA Information Sci­
ences section. AGM . C o n tact: 
Jan ine  Tan, ph 08 8333 8443, fx 
08 8331 9211, sarah@ n cver. 
edu.au .

• 2/12 SA Special Libraries sec­
tion. AG M . C o n tact: C lare
A itken , ph 08 8303  8859, 
c la rea@ co b w eb .co rn .au .

• 3/12 SA Cataloguers section
AGM. Details to  be advised.

V ic
• 12/9 Vic School Libraries sec­
tion. Versatility in Victorian 
School Libraries (p review  of A L IA  
co n fe ren ce  talks) 10am at 
S ta te w id e  Schoo l Su p p o rt C e n ­
tre, 2 17-235  C hu rch  Street, 
R ichm ond. Contact: M ae lo r Him- 
bury, ph 03 9366 2555 (w ), 03 
9374 1902 (h), fx 03 9367 9361, 
m ae lo r@ m e lb pc.o rg .au .

• 12/9-28/11 Vic School Li­
braries section. Comm ittee  
meetings. 9 :3 0am  at S ta te w id e  
School Support Centre, 217-235 
C hu rch  S tree t, R ichm ond . All 
m em bers w elcom e. Dates: 12/9, 
17/10, A G M  —  28/11. Contact: 
A n n e  G iro lam i, ph 03 9267 
0228.

• 14/9-14/12 Vic Special Li­
braries section Comm ittee  
meeting dates for 1998. Venue: 
H eart Fo undatio n , 411 King 
Street, W e s t  M e lb o u rn e  at 
5 :30pm  (un less advised o th e r ­
w ise). 14/9; 12/10; 9/11; 14/12. 
C o n tact: Ju n e  H ooper, ph 03 
9329  8511, fx 03 9321 1574, 
h e artv ic@ vicne t.net.au .

• 17/9 Geelong Regional 
group. Outer Edge Adventures: 
M arg a re t C am erson  speak ing  
ab o u t her trave ls  in Irian Ja y  a. 
Deakin Uni W o o lsto res  Cam pus, 
Level 3, Library M eeting  room, 1 
G h e rin g h ap  Street, G ee lon g . 
5 :30pm . C o n tact: Litsa Ellis, ph 
03 5227 8233, fx 03 5227 8000, 
litsa@ deak in .edu .au .

• 21/9 Vic Special Libraries 
section. In form ation Audits. 
Venue: C S IR O  M o lecu lar Science, 
343 Royal Parade, Parkville. 
T im e: 5 :30 fo r 6pm . Cost: $5. 
C ontact: Danila  D urante, ph 03 
9662 7246, fx 03 9662 7220, 
dan ila .duran te@ m olsci.cs iro .au .

• 3/10 Vic Library Technicians 
section. State Library o f Victoria 
tour. C o m e and see the latest 
renovations, a behind the scenes 
to u r to see the  w o rk  of library 
technicians. 2-4 :30pm , preceded 
by a bu ffe t lunch at 12:30pm , $8
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C S IR O  has recently 
purchased the ISI on ­
line database, W e b  of 

Science.

C S IR O 's  agreem ent w ith  
ISI cove rs  the p rov is ion  of 
S c ie n ce  C ita tion  Index Ex­
panded , for 1998 o n w ard s 
plus a five  year back-file. 
The lic en ce  p rov ides desk ­
top access for all staff across 
Australia.

Through such features as 
related records, forward and 
backward navigation, and the 
indexing of all cited authors, 
the W eb  of Science 's pow er­
ful search interface m im ics 
the researcher's natural

thought processes, increasing 
the number of relevant hits, as 
well as introducing serendip­
ity into the search results.

Philip Kent, assistant gen­
eral manager, Information 
M anagem ent at C S IR O  IT 
Services says 'W e  are com ­
mitted to the provision of 
quality electronic resources at 
the scientists' desktop. W eb  of 
Science is a significant invest­
ment. O ur researchers and 
our research outcom es w ill 
benefit from the ease and 
speed of w eb access to this 
valuab le research tool.'

Mark Garlinghouse, direc­
tor, Sales-Asia for ISI says 'ISI

has been creating innovative 
information tools for the sc i­
entific com m unity for over 
forty years. W e  are proud to 
offer W eb  of Science, linking 
powerful content with pow er­
ful technology, as an informa­
tion tool worthy of today's re­
searcher'.

C S IR O 's  introduction to 
W e b  of Sc ience  and subse­
quent subscription was fa c ili­
tated by D A  Information Serv­
ices, M elbourne. For further 
information please contact 
DA  Inform ation Services, 
phone 03 9210 7777, fax 
03 9210 7788 e-mail em edia 
@dadirect.com .au ■
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