
Y o u r  v o ic e

R econcilia tion  is not about 
c lass ifica tion
I w a s  aston ished  and d ism ayed  

to read  the letter 'A  gesture 

to w a rd s  re c o n c ilia t io n ' in the 

Ju ly  1998 issue o f i n C i t e .  M y  

asto n ish m en t co m es  from  

p e o p le  be in g  upset b y the use 

o f the  letters A B O  as part of 

c la ss ifica t io n  sch em es  used to 

o rgan ise  the co lle c t io n s  o f 

v a r io u s  lib ra ries . T h e  a b b re v ia ­

tion  A B O  is used fo r c o n v e n ­

ien ce , not as an insu lt or as a 

w a y  o f den ig ra tin g  ab o rig ines . 

P e rh ap s  w e  need  to rem o ve  

JA P , W O P ,  P O M  and E W E  (for 

o u r N e w  Z e a la n d  friends) as 

w e ll  as A B O  so w e  are  not 

a ccu se d  o f be in g  racist as w e ll 

as n o n - co n c ilia to ry .

R e c o n c ilia t io n  is not ab o u t 
c la ss ifica t io n  sch em es  be ing  

'p o lit ic a lly  co rre c t ' it is about 

c o lle c t io n s  p ro v id in g  a b a l­
a n ce d  va r ie ty  o f sou rces  for 

c lien ts  to research  ab o rig in a l 

h is to ry  and  w h ite  settlem ent/ 

in va s io n  o f A u stra lia . It is 

ab o u t lib ra ries  be in g  the c o n ­
d u it for this in fo rm atio n  to be 

m ad e  a v a ila b le  to o u r c lien ts .

Jane Edinger, Applecross, WA

A ttra c tive , and a sense o f 
Hum our...
C o n g ra tu la tio n s  to the W A  
B ra n c h  for the ir in it ia t ive  in 

p ro d u c in g  such  an eye - ca tch ­

ing, ch e e k y  and h u m o rou s 

c a le n d a r  ( in C i t e  Ju n e  1998).

W h a t  a w e lc o m e  ch an g e  from  

a p ro fess ion  w h ic h  takes itself 

far to o  se rio u s ly . It is a tim e ly  

rem in d e r that m an y  lib ra rians 

do  h a ve  a good  sense o f h u ­

m our, and  a lso  that m an y  are 
. . .w e l l  . . .y e s  ...a ttra c tive .

T h e  W e s t  A ussies h ave  c le a r ly  

th ro w n  o u t a ch a lle n g e  w h ic h  

no d o u b t w ill  be taken  up by 

o thers. T h e  So u th  A u stra lian  

ta len t scouts are  a lre a d y  at 
w o r k . ..

Bill Cations, Bedford park, SA 

A  new  nam e?
A  n e w  n am e for A L IA  w as  not 

an issue id en tified  in the 

M e m o ra n d u m  o f U n d e rs ta n d ­

ing w h ic h  un d erp in s  the p ro c ­

ess o f b u ild in g  a n e w  
asso c ia tio n . M y  m em o ry  o f the 

first jo in t A L IA / A C L IS  C o u n c il 

m ee tin g  in A d e la id e  w as  that it 
w as  in fa c t not to be an issue 

un til after the  w in d in g -u p  of 

A C U S  had been  co m p le ted . I 

m ay  be w ro n g .

I b e lie v e  it is still p rem atu re  to 

be d iscu ss in g  w h a t a n e w  

a sso c ia tio n  m ight be ca lle d , 

but as the  'n a m e ' has been 
ra ised fo r d iscu ss ion  m y v ie w  

is that w e  h ave  an ex isting  

n am e w h ic h  is ex p lic it  and 
w e ll- k n o w n .

'A u s tra lia n ' w h e re  w e  are ; 
'L ib ra ry  and  In fo rm atio n ' the 

sec to r in w h ic h  w e  o p era te  
and w h ic h  b y im p lic a t io n

in c lu d es  the institu tions and 

the  p e o p le ; 'A s s o c ia t io n ' 

w h ic h  is w h a t w e  a re , an 

o rgan isa tio n  o f p e o p le  (and  the 

institu tio na l m em b ersh ip  is still 

d r iv e n  b y  p e o p le ) w ith  a c o m ­

m on pu rpose  and  h a v in g  a 

fo rm a l s tructu re  (to q u o te  the 

M a c q u a r ie  D i c t i o n a r y ) .

W e  do  h ave  to e x e rc ise  som e 
pragm atism  as the d o lla r  and 

o p p o rtu n ity  costs o f ch an g in g  

an o rgan isa tio n  n am e  are 

s ign ifican t. Is the  cu rren t n am e 

so bad to ju s tify  these  costs?

Let's  ask the m em b ersh ip .

D i Booker, Adelaide, SA

B e tte r  than A L IA ?
• T h e  o rgan isa tio n  w i l l  be  a 

vo lu n ta ry  a sso c ia t io n  o f 

in d iv id u a ls  an d  o f lib ra rie s  —  
A sso c ia t io n  sh o u ld  be  in its 

n am e;

• It is A u s tra lian  —  as an in ter­

n a tio n a l id en tifie r A u s tra lia  
or A u s tra lian  sh o u ld  be in its 

nam e;

• It is e sse n tia lly  ab o u t lib ra rie s  

—  lib ra rie s  o r lib ra ry  sho u ld  
be in its n am e ;

• In fo rm atio n , in the b roadest 

sense, is w h a t  lib ra rie s  c o l ­

lect, co n se rve , o rgan ise  and 
p ro v id e  a cce ss  to —  in fo rm a ­

tion , p re fe rab ly , sh o u ld  be in 

its nam e.

T h ese  four —  A sso c ia t io n ,

A u s tra lia , L ib rary , In fo rm atio n  

—  are  the  key iden tifie rs  for 
the  o rgan isa tio n , best c o n ­

v e y e d  for u tility  b y an a c ro ­

n ym . Is th e re  a better o n e  than 

A L IA ?

O th e r  nam es suggested in 

in C i t e ,  such  as 'L ib ra r ie s  A u s ­

tra l ia ',  a re  m ore  lik e  m arketing  

s logans w h ic h  the o rgan isa tion  

m ay  in d e ed  w ish  to adopt.

B e fo re  w e  re in ve n t the  nam ing  

w h e e l w h ic h  a rr ive d  at A L IA  

o n ly  ab o u t a d e ca d e  ago, and 

as a rep resen ta tive  o f a lo n g ­

stand in g  A C L IS  m em ber, I 

suggest tha t a p leb isc ite  o f 

A C L IS  m em b ers  be he ld  to 

assess w h e th e r  a s ign ifican t 
p ro p o rtio n  o f m em bers  d o  not 

fa vo u r  A L IA  as the n am e o f the 
o rg an isa tio n . Th is w o u ld  be far 

less co s t ly  than  a p le b isc ite  o f 

a ll m em b ers  o f A L IA  and 

A C L IS .

Alan Bundy, Adelaide, SA

Y o u r  vo ice

Y o u r le t te r s  o n  a n y  issu e  o f  
re le v a n c e  to  th e  l ib r a r y  a n d  
in fo r m a t io n  s e c to r  a re  
w e lc o m e d .
All letters should be addressed to the 
inCite editor and may be e-mailed to 
incite@alia.org.au, or faxed to 
02 6282 2249, or posted to: Your voice, 
ALIA, PO Box E441, Kingston ACT 2604. 
Please include your name and postal 
address with your letter or e-mail.
Letters will be accepted for publication 
until the 18th of the month.
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