
A  f l a m i n g  g o o d  c o n f e r e n c e

Jill D on, Queensland D epartm ent of Emergency Services

T he 1998 inF IR E  C onfe rence w as held 
in M e lbourne  in M ay. Fire information 
professionals and fire fighters from Eu­

rope, North A m erica , Canada, N e w  Zea land  
and Austra lia  attended the five-day event at 
the M etrop o litan  Fire and Em ergency Se rv ­
ices Tra in ing  C om p lex  in M elbourne .

The them e F ire  in fo r m a t io n  fo r  th e  2 1 s t  
C e n tu r y  w as addressed from a variety  of an ­
gles —  the com m un ication  of risk, the infor­
m ation  needs for p u b lic  aw areness c a m ­
paigns and research , the tac tica l uses of 
inform ation in fire services and the need for 
a w ell- in fo rm ed fire fighter.

Th ree  days w e re  devoted  to the m ore 
specific interest of inform ation professionals 
in em ergency services, including information 
lite racy  tra in ing  for front-line personnel, 
know ledge m anagem ent, inform ation m od­
e lling , intranet and in fo rm ation  b rokering 
initiatives, and the opportunities open ing up 
for lib rarians in em erg en cy  serv ices to ex­

pand traditional services and m ove into new  
areas.

A  com m on them e throughout the confer­
en ce  w as that in fo rm ation  and kn o w led g e  
are not the in e v itab le  ou tcom es of the in ­
creasing a va ilab ility  of inform ation te ch n o l­
ogy and access to the internet. Inform ation 
and know ledge w ill on ly  g row  from the ap ­
p lica tion  of sub ject expertise and in fo rm a­
tion m anagem ent skills, know ing  w hat data 
to co llec t and how  to interpret it, and foster­
ing an inform ation literate user base.

The next inF IR E  con ference  w ill be held 
in M a y  1999 at the N e w  York  State Fire 
A cad em y . C op ies of the p roceed ings from 
this year's conference (22 papers) can be ob ­
tained from : Ann Kelly , M anagem ent In for­
m ation Center, In ternational A ssociation  of 
Fire C h ie fs (IA FC ), 4025 Fa ir R idge D rive , 
Fairfax, V A  22033-2868, U S A , fax 
703 273 9363; e-mail: d irm ic@ ia fc .o rg . Pre­
paym ent to IA FC  cost U S$32 .00 . ■

Vale Barbara Johnston
B arbara Johnston, a li­

brary volunteer at the  
M ultip le  Sclerosis So­

ciety of N e w  South W ales  
died very suddenly in M ay  
this year.

B arbara was born in 
1 9 1 4  and gained a Bach­
e lor of Science degree  
from  Sydney U niversity in 
1 9 3 6 . She was the scien­
tific library cataloguer w ith  
CSIRO from  1939  to 1972, 
and was granted a CSIR O  
Scholarship to study cata­
loguing in the U n ited  
States o f A m erica  and 
United Kingdom, w hich re­

sulted in her instigating the  
cataloguing system at 
CSIRO which is still in use.

H e r vo luntary  w ork  
was extensive and included  
fifteen years w ith  the Royal 
Blind Society typing scien­
tific  books, a range of roles 
w ith  2MBS FM and also in 
her capacity as a librarian  
w ith  SPELD and o f course 
w ith  the M u ltip le  Sclerosis 
Society. Barbara had a 
w ide range o f interests and 
was an avid and extensive  
tra v e lle r. In add itio n , fo r  
fifty  years she was a m em ­
ber o f W EA, a subscription

m em ber o f the Sydney 
Sym phony O rch estra , a 
Friend o f the Botanical 
Gardens and a m em ber of 
the State L ibrary o f N e w  
South W ales. For the past 
th ree  years, Barbara  
w orked  at least tw o  h a lf­
days a week and often tw o  
fu ll days in the M u ltip le  
Sclerosis Society o f N e w  
South W ales library and in­
form ation  service.

She is sorely missed by 
all the staff at the M u ltip le  
Sclerosis Society o f N e w  
South W ales L ibrary and 
In form ation  Services. ■

Do you want to 
work in the UK?
T FPL  has a regu lar dem and fo r tem p o ra ry  lib rary and in fo rm atio n  staff.

W e  requ ire  q u a lified  or experienced peop le  fo r vacancies w h ich  last from  
a fe w  days to  m any months.

C ontact Luisa Je ffo rd , Faye Sanderson or Lucy W in g a r  on 0 1 7 1  2 5 1  5 5 2 2  
on your arriva l or w h en eve r yo u 're  seeking lib rary / in fo rm atio n  w ork 
during  your stay.

Employment Agencies Licence No SE10131
LI I
r e c r u itm e n t
T FPL  L td . 17-18 Britton Street • London ■ EC1M 5NQ
Tel: +44 171 2515522 • Fax: +44 171 251 8318 • URL: http://www.tfpl.com
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• 12/8 V ic L ib ra ry  T ech n ic ian s  
sec tion . C o m m it te e  m e e t in g  a n d  
d is c u s s io n  o n  a r ra n g e m e n ts  f o r  th e  
u p c o m in g  S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f  V ic to r ia  
t o u r  —  everyone is welcome. 6 for 
6:30pm, State Library of Victoria, 
Level 2 function room. Please meet 
Kerrie at 6pm in the Swanston 
Street foyer. RSVP: Kerrie Kelly, ph 
03 9669 9037, kerriek@slv.vic. 
gov.au.
• 15/8-28/11 V ic Schoo l L ib ra r­
ies section . C o m m it te e  m e e t in g s .  
9:30am at Statew ide Resource 
Centre, 217 Church Street, R ich­
mond. All members most welcome. 
Dates: 15/8, 12/9, 17/10, A G M  —  
28/11. Contact: Anne Girolami, ph 
03 9267 0228.
25/8 R M IT  Pu b lish in g  In fo rm it 
O n lin e- In fo rm a tio n  Sess io ns
Replacing NLA's existing Ozline 
service, Inform it Online provides 
access to over 50 databases via the 
internet. Venue: RMIT University. 
Two sessions available: 10am and 
2pm. No cost, but registration es­
sential. Contact Kathy McBrien, 
kathym@rmitpublishing.com.au or 
fx: 03 9349 4583.
11/9 S i lv e rP la t te r  In fo rm a t io n
Free L IN K  TO THE FUTURE p re s e n ­
ta t io n .  Find out about ERL 4, links 
to full text w ith SilverLinker and 
more. Melbourne, 9:30-1 1:30am. 
For further information contact: 
Caroline Scharrer, ph 02 9267 
9055, cscharrer@silverplatter.com 
21-23/9 A u s tra lia n  S o c ie ty  o f 
Indexers. I n t r o d u c t io n  to  b o o k  in ­
d e x in g  c o u rs e . ACER  Conference 
Room, 19 Prospect Hill Road, Cam ­
berwell. Cost: $250 ($225 for ASI 
members) Contact: Max McMaster, 
ph/fx 03 9571 6341, mindexer@ 
interconnect.com.au
• 3/10 V ic L ib ra ry  T ech n ic ian s  
sec tion . S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f  V ic to r ia  
to u r . Come and see the latest ren­
ovations, a behind the scenes tour 
to see the work of library techni­
cians. 2-4:30pm, preceeded by a 
buffet lunch at 12:30pm, $8 mem­
bers, $10 non-members. The tour 
is free. Contact: Kerrie Kelly, ph 03 
9669 9037, kerriek@slv.vic.gov.au.

WA
• 18/8 W A  L ib ra ry  T ech n ic ian s  
section  m eeting . Venue: Universi­
ty of Notre Dame Law Library at 
6pm. Contact: W endy Monaghan, 
ph 08 9427 3267, fx 08 9427 
3256, w m onaghan@ m ail.liswa. 
wa.gov.au.
• 21/8 W A  Pub lic  L ib raries sec­
tion . J e a n  R y d in g  A w a r d  n o m in a ­
t io n s  d u e . An award for excellence 
made to a professional librarian 
w ho has completed no more than 
four years professional em ploy­
ment in a W A  Public Library. Con­
tact: Duncan Furphy, ph 08 9411 
3494, fx 08 9434 2577,
cobrnl @ icenet.com.au.
• 27/8-22/10 N a tio na l Specia l Li­
b raries section . C o m m it te e  m e e t ­
in g s  d a te s . Location: Room G2, A l­
exander Library Building, Perth, W A  
at 5pm on 27/8, 24/9 and 22/10 in 
1998. N ew  com mitte members 
and/or observers/visitors to Perth 
are welcome. Contact Joyce Steve- 
m ph 08 9366 4746, fx 08 9366
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