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K i r s t y  W i l l i a m s o n  a n d  S o l v e i g a  S a u le

I n M a y ,  V I C N E T  (Sta te  L ib ra ry  o f  V i c t o ­
ria) in c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  th e  T e l e c o m ­
m u n i c a t i o n s  N e e d s  R e s e a r c h  G r o u p  

( T N R G ) ,  in th e  S c h o o l  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n  
M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  S ystem s,  M o n a s h  U n i ­
v e rs i ty ,  b e g a n  to  d e v e l o p  th e  
@ c c e s s a b i l i t y  w e b s i t e  a n d  d a t a b a s e  for  
th e  N a t i o n a l  O f f i c e  o f  th e  I n f o r m a t i o n  
E c o n o m y  ( N O I E ) .  N O I E  w a n t e d  a w e b s i te  
w h i c h  w o u l d  s u p p o r t  th e  a p p l i c a n t s  to  
t h e  fe d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  @ c c e s s a b i l i t y  
fu n d .  T h e  fu n d  w i l l  p r o v id e  th re e  m i l l i o n  
d o l la r s  o v e r  t w o  y e a rs  fo r  i n n o v a t i v e  
p r o je c ts  w h i c h  w i l l  i m p r o v e  a c c es s  to  
o n l i n e  s e rv ic e s  fo r  p e o p l e  w i t h  d i s a b i l i ­
ties.  A n o t h e r  p u r p o s e  is to  p r o v i d e  a re ­
s o u rc e  for  in d i v i d u a l s  a n d  o r g a n is a t io n s  
in te r e s te d  in o n l i n e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  issues  
r e la te d  to  p e o p l e  w i t h  d is a b i l i t ie s .  As fa r  
as w e  k n o w ,  it is u n i q u e  a n d  in n o v a t i v e  
in tha t  it is an  'a c t iv e '  o n l i n e  d a ta b a s e ,  as 
d is t in c t  f r o m  th e  o th e r  'p a s s iv e '  A u s t r a l ­
ian a n d  ov e rs e a s  w e b s i te s .

T h e  w e b s i t e / d a t a b a s e  w a s  l a u n c h e d  
on  15  June 1 9 9 8  by  th e  Federa l  M in is t e r  
for  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a nd  the  Arts, Senator  
R ichard  A ls ton ,  at the  State Library  o f  V i c ­
tor ia .

Key featu res o f  the  w e b s i te :

•  T h e  w e b s i t e / d a t a b a s e  c o m p l i e s  w i th  
H T M L  3 . 2  a n d  H T M L  4  s tandards  for  
a c c e s s ib le  fo r m a t  on  th e  W o r l d  W i d e  
W e b  —  the  site is fu l ly  access ib le  and  
n a v i g a b l e  by  v is io n  i m p a i r e d  users o f  
screen  readers ,  o r  th o s e  w h o  use k e y ­
strokes a n d  o th e r  d e v ic e s  to n a v ig a te  
th e  W e b .

•  T h e  p r im a ry  focus for th e  w e b s i te /d a ta ­
base is to p r o v id e  in fo r m a t io n  on  A u s ­
t r a l ia n  res e a rc h ,  p r o d u c ts ,  p ro g ra m s ,  
services, and  g o v e r n m e n t  in itiatives and  
p o l ic ie s  r e le v a n t  to  i n fo r m a t io n  a nd  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t e c h n o l o g y  access for  
p e o p le  w i th  v a r io u s  d isab i l i t ies .

•  S ight , m o to r ,  in te l le c tu a l ,  a n d  h e a r in g  
disabi l i t ies  are  in c lu d e d .  W h i l e  the  e m ­
phasis  is on  A u s t r a l ia n  i tems, th e re  is 
also a m p l e  c o v e r a g e  o f  i n te r n a t io n a l  
m a te r ia l .

•  A ccess  to i tem s on  th e  d a ta b a s e  is by  
to p ic  a n d /o r  k e y w o r d .  A  small  n u m b e r  
of topics  h ave  be e n  chosen:  user needs,  
research,  p rogra m s,  p roduc ts  a nd  serv ­
ices,  s ta n d a rd s  a n d  g u id e l in e s ,  case

studies, pol ic ies  a nd  legis lat ion,  tr a in ing  
a n d  'o th e r ' .

•  T o p i c  a n d  k e y w o r d  s earch  o p t io n s  a l ­
l o w  a c t iv e  use o f  the  d a tabase .  It is thus  
poss ib le  to  f ind  a w i d e  v a r ie ty  o f  in fo r ­
m a t io n  on  accessib i l i ty  issues. O n c e  the  
m a te r ia l  is fo u n d ,  fu r the r  links are  also  
a v a i l a b l e  to re la ted  sites a n d  da ta .

•  N o t  o n l y  doe s  th e  d a ta b a s e  m a i n t a i n  
u p - t o - d a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  res e a rc h ,  
pro d u c ts  a nd  serv ices,  it p rov ide s  links  
to  k ey  in d i v i d u a l s  a n d  o r g a n is a t io n s  
w o r l d w i d e .  T h e s e  l inks  c o v e r  d iv e rs e  
areas  such  as ro b o t ic s ,  assis t ive a nd  
a d a p t iv e  te c hno log ie s ,  w e b  page  design  
a n d  t r a in in g /e d u c a t io n .

T h e  T N R G  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  u p d a te  
a n d  e x p a n d  th e  w e b s i t e / d a t a b a s e  in c o ­
o p e r a t io n  w i th  V ic n e t .  W e  e n c o u r a g e  us­
ers to  p r o v id e  us w i th  in fo r m a t io n  r eg ard ­
ing n e w  research ,  'best p ra c t ic e '  pro jects ,  
p ro d u c ts  a n d  services,  to  a dd  to  the  d a t a ­
base.  F e e d b a c k  on  c u r re n t  entr ies w o u l d  
a lso  be  a p p r e c ia te d .  T h e  w e b s i te  c a n  be  
fo u n d  at h t t p : / / a c c e s s a b i l i t y . n o i e . g o v . a u . 
T h e  T N R G ' s  e - m a i l  a ddress  is: 
t n r g @ s im s .m o n a s h .e d u .a u . ■
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Call for nominations

Nom inations are called fo r Northern Territory, 
Queensland, Tasmania and Victorian General Councillors. 
Nominees must be financial members of the Association 
at the time of nomination, however they need not be 
professional members.
ALIA General Council consists of the president, the vice- 
president, the chair of the ALIA Board of Education, the 
immediate past president of the Association and one member 
elected by each branch. In 1999 the president will be Craig 
Anderson and John Shipp will be immediate past president.
The executive committee consists of the president, the vice- 
president, the immediate past president, two members of ALIA 
General Council, and the chair of the ALIA Board of Education.
Terms of office for the Northern Territory, Queensland, Tasmania 
and Victorian General Councillors end on 31 December 1998. 
New General Councillors are to be elected by the members of 
the Association to hold office from 1 January 1999 to 
31 December 2000.
Nominations must be in writing, be signed by 2 financial 
members of the Association and include the consent in writing 
of the nominee.
Nominations close at 5pm on 1 September 1998 and should 
be sent to the executive director, ALIA, PO Box E441, Kingston, 
ACT 2604, e-mail: enquiry@alia.org.au
Further details are available from the ALIA executive director, or from 
http://www.alia.org.au/nominations/general.council.html
Also see the divisional nomination form, inserted in the July issue of inCite.
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ATSI ROM
A  c o m p i la t io n  o f  s ig n if ic a n t  A u s tr a lia n  
D a ta b a s e s  o n  A b o r ig in a l  a n d  Torres S tra it  
Is la n d e rs
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This n ew  CD-ROM  com prehensive ly  covers 
all asp ects  of issues relating to  Australia a n d  
Aborig inal a n d  Torres Strait Islanders.
Issues co v e re d  include:■ MB
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• History &  culture • Environm ent 
•Racism d e b a te  ‘ D eaths in custody
• Housing • Law  & social justice 
•Health • Art, Music & Literature 
•Education  ‘ Stolen generation  
•Hum an rights ‘ Soc ie ty  & eco n o m ic  
•Native title issues
•Land rights ‘ Em ploym ent

M ate ria l has b e e n  p rov id ed  by Australia's 
most authoritative sources on Aboriginal an d  
Torres Strait Islanders.

U p d a t e d  s e m i-a n n u a lly .

oc Subscription $500 Schoo ls p rice $350

RM IT  P u b lish in g  
h ttp :/ / w w w .rm itp u b lis h in g .c o m .a u  
Em a il: in fo @ rm itp u b lis h in g .c o m .a u  

Tel: (0 3 ) 9349 4994 Fax : (0 3 ) 9349 4583
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