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Northern exposure
Australian librarians impress American colleagues

V irg in ia  W alsh

E x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r

The Australian team at the 
stand: (l-r) Di Booker (1998 
conference convenor); Kerry 
Webb (2000 conference 
convenor); Margaret Phillips 
(NLA); Jill Collier Indyk (director 
o f cultural affairs, Embassy o f 
Australia, Washington DC); 
John Shipp (ALIA president); 
Virginia Walsh (ALIA); Andrea 
Hay (project officer, cultural 
affairs, Embassy o f Australia); 
Ivan Trundle (ALIA); Warwick 
Cathro (NLA); Michael Cobbin 
(Embassy o f Australia librarian)

A u s t r a l i a n  l i b r a r i e s :  p a t h w a y s  to
k n o w l e d g e '  w a s  t h e  t h e m e  f o r  t h e  
A u s t r a l i a n  p r e s e n c e  a t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  ( A L A )  c o n f e r e n c e  in 
W a s h i n g t o n  d u r i n g  June.  W i t h  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  
t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  A m b a s s a d o r  to  t h e  U n i t e d  
Sta tes  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  A n d r e w  P e a c o c k  a n d  
his staff, A L I A  c o - o r d i n a t e d  a r r a n g e m e n t s  fo r  
a s ta n d  w i t h i n  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  
L i b r a r y  o f  A u s t r a l i a ,  R M I T  P u b l i s h i n g  a n d  
A L I A  w o r k e d  t o g e t h e r  to  m o u n t  a l i v e l y  d i s ­
p l a y  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  o u r  l ib r a r ie s ,  o u r  
p r o fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n  a n d  A u s t r a l i a n  p u b ­
l i c a t io n s .  M o s t  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  
d i s p l a y e d  w h i c h  p r o m o t e d  t h e  1 9 9 8  A d ­
e l a i d e  a n d  2 0 0 0  C a n b e r r a  b i e n n i a l  c o n f e r ­
e n c e s ,  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  L i b r a r i e s  G a t e w a y ,  
b i b l i o g r a p h i c  d a t a b a s e s  a n d  o n l i n e  sites o f  
in te re s t .

A L A  h o l d s  t h e  b i g g e s t  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  
m o s t  p r e s t i g i o u s  l i b r a r y  c o n f e r e n c e s  in th e  
w o r l d .  T h i s  y e a r  2 5  0 0 0  d e l e g a t e s  a t t e n d e d .  
T h e r e  w e r e  o v e r  2 0 0 0  c o n f e r e n c e  s e s s io n s  
a n d  7 6 0  e x h i b i t o r s .  Y e t  w i t h i n  th is  v a s t  a r r a y  
o f  e x h i b i t s  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t h e  
A L I A  s ta n d  a t t r a c te d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  a t te n t io n .  
L u r e d  b y  t h e  e n t i c i n g  b l o w - u p  k a n g a r o o s ,  
w o m b a t ,  p la ty p u s  a n d  g r e a t  w h i t e  s h a rk ,  th a t 

p o s t e r  o f  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  l i b r a r y ,  f r e e  
n o t e c a r d s  f r o m  t h e  N L A  a n d  a v a r i e t y  o f  l a ­
pe l  p in s  o f  k o a la s ,  k a n g a r o o s  a n d  l ib r a r y  s lo ­
g a n s ,  v is i to r s  e n q u i r e d  a b o u t  a p l e t h o r a  o f  
to p ic s  a n d  issues. In te re s t  in o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for  
t r ips  to  A u s t r a l i a  f o r  e m p l o y m e n t  e x c h a n g e s  
a n d  ( t a x - d e d u c t i b l e )  c o n f e r e n c e s  w a s  h ig h .  
A u s t r a l i a n  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n f o r ­
m a t i o n  w a s  a ls o  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  i n q u i r y  a n d  
in te re s t .  V is i to r s  to  t h e  s ta n d  i n c l u d e d  A L A  
p r e s i d e n t - e l e c t  A n n  S y m o n s ;  e m i n e n t  l i b r a r ­
ia n  o n  t h e  w o r l d  s ta g e  N o r m a n  H o r r o c k s ;

c h a i r  o f  t h e  A L A  A u s t r a l i a n  S t u d i e s  G r o u p  
F a y e  C h r i s t e n b e r r y  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
K a n s a s ;  Joa n  A l i p r a n d  f r o m  t h e  R e s e a r c h  L i ­
b r a r i e s  G r o u p ;  S u s a n  D i M a t t i a  w h o  is p r e s i ­
d e n t - e l e c t  o f  t h e  S p e c i a l  L i b r a r i e s  A s s o c i a ­
t i o n  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  E r n ie  D i M a t t i a  w h o  is 
w e l l  k n o w n  to  m a n y  p u b l i c  l ib r a r ia n s  in A u s ­
t r a l i a .  A  n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r  l i b r a r i a n s  v i s i t e d  
t h e  s ta n d  i n c l u d i n g  s e n i o r  s ta f f  f r o m  t h e  L i ­
b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s  ( w h o  w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in 
t h e  N L A ' s  C JK  d a t a b a s e )  a n d  s ta f f  f r o m  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  o f  C a n a d a .

The Australian team
T h e  v e r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t e a m  w h i c h  f i e l d e d  
q u e s t io n s  a c ro s s  a b r o a d  s p e c t r u m  o f  e n q u i r ­
ies w a s  ' a n c h o r e d '  b y  M a r g a r e t  P h i l l i p s  
( N L A ) ,  S a n d r a  O x l e y  ( R M I T ) ,  D i  B o o k e r  
( A L I A  1 9 9 8  b i e n n i a l  c o n f e r e n c e  c h a i r )  a n d  
I v a n  T r u n d l e  ( A L I A ) .  T h e  d u t y  r o s te r  a l s o  i n ­
c l u d e d  J o h n  S h i p p  ( A L I A  P r e s i d e n t ) ,  W a r ­
w i c k  C a t h r o  ( N L A ) ,  K e r r y  W e b b  ( C S I R O ) ,  
M a r y  M o r t i m e r  a n d  D o n a l d  D e n o o n  
( D o c m a t r i x ) .

A t  a c o n f e r e n c e  s e s s io n  o n  l i b r a r y  a d v o ­
c a c y ,  I g a v e  a p r e s e n t a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  ' L o b b y  
f o r  L i b r a r i e s '  p r o g r a m  a n d  a n o t h e r  A u s t r a l ­
ia n ,  w e l l - k n o w n  in t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  
w o r l d ,  M a x i n e  R o c h e s t e r  f r o m  C h a r l e s  S turt  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  g a v e  a p a p e r  o n  ' N e w  w a y s  to  
s e r v e  t h e  r u r a l  l i b r a r y  u s e r :  a n  A u s t r a l i a n  
p e r s p e c t i v e ' .

A  r e c e p t i o n  fo r  7 0 0  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  v is i to rs  
a n d  g uests  w a s  h e l d  in t h e  i m p o s i n g  a t r i u m  
o f  t h e  W o r l d  B a n k  b u i l d i n g .  A l l  c o n f e r e n c e  
d e l e g a t e s  w e r e  i n v i t e d  to  a r e c e p t i o n  a t  th e  
L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s  w h i c h  ha s  b e e n  r e c e n t l y  
r e s t o r e d  to  its fu l l  g r a n d e u r  a n d  g l o r y .  T h i s  
w a s  a ls o  t h e  v e n u e  fo r  t h e  i n a u g u r a l  b a n q u e t  
fo r  i n c o m i n g  A L A  p r e s i d e n t  A n n  S y m o n s .  It 

p r o v e d  a w o n d e r f u l  o c c a ­
s io n  f o r  m e e t i n g  c o l ­
l e a g u e s  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d  
S ta te s  o f  A m e r i c a  a n d  
a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  th e  
A u s t r a l i a n  d e l e g a t i o n  r e ­
c e i v e d  s p e c i a l  n o t e  in th e  
i n t r o d u c t o r y  c o m m e n t s  o f  
o u t g o i n g  p r e s i d e n t
B a r b a r a  F o rd .

Outcomes
O u r  p r e s e n c e  a t  t h e  A L A  
c o n f e r e n c e  as p a r t  o f  t h e  
e x h i b i t i o n  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  b y  
t h e  o f f e r  o f  f i n a n c i a l  s u p ­
p o r t  f r o m  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  
E m b a s s y .  It w a s  in  m a n y  
w a y s  a n  e x p e r i m e n t  a n d  
t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  th is  v e n t u r e  
is n o t  e a s i l y  o r  i m m e d i -
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a t e l y  q u a n t i f i a b l e .  T h e r e  a re  g r e a t  b e n e f i t s  in  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  t h e  e x c h a n g e  o f  id e a s  
a n d  le a r n i n g  f r o m  t h e  d i r e c t  e x p o s u r e  to  c o l ­
l e a g u e s  w o r k i n g  in o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  C o p y ­
r i g h t ,  i n t e r n e t  c e n s o r s h i p  a n d  l i b r a r y  
m a n a g e m e n t  issues, to  n a m e  o n l y  a f e w ,  a r e  
p r i o r i t y  c o n c e r n s  w h i c h  w e  s h a r e  in c o m ­
m o n  w i t h  A m e r i c a n  l i b r a r i e s  a n d  w e  c a n  
b e n e f i t  f r o m  s t u d y i n g  t h e i r  m e c h a n i s m s  fo r  
a d d r e s s i n g  th e s e  m a t te r s  a t  c l o s e  r a n g e .  E x ­
p r e s s io n s  o f  i n te r e s t  in a t t e n d i n g  a n d  e x h i b ­
i t in g  a t  A L I A  c o n f e r e n c e s  w e r e  s t ro n g  as w a s  
in te r e s t  in A u s t r a l i a n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  l i b r a r ie s  a n d  
t o u r i s m .  I n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  A u s t r a l i a n  p u b ­
l is h e r s  a n d  d i s t r i b u t o r s  w a s  a l s o  s o u g h t  as  
w e l l  as i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  lists o f  b o o k s  p u b ­
l is h e d  in A u s t r a l i a .  A m e r i c a n  a t t e n d a n c e  at  
t h e  A L I A  1 9 9 8  a n d  2 0 0 0  c o n f e r e n c e s  w i l l  
p r o v i d e  s o m e  m e a s u r e  o f  s uc c e ss .

T h e  A u s t r a l i a n  ' t e a m '  w a s  s a t is f ie d  t h a t  
w e  m a d e  a g o o d  i m p r e s s i o n  a n d  e x c i t e d  a 
v e r y  p o s i t i v e  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  v i s i to r s  t o  t h e  
s t a n d  a n d  w e  r e m a i n  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  
e v a l u a t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  at

f u t u r e  A L A  
e v e n t s .  T h e  c o s t  
o f  th is  r e p r e s e n ­
t a t i o n  w i l l  n e e d  
t o  b e  s u b s i d i s e d  
b y  n o n - l i b r a r y  in ­
te r e s ts  s u c h  as  
t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  
T o u r i s m  C o m ­
m i s s i o n ,  t h e  D e ­
p a r t m e n t  o f  
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
a n d  t h e  A r ts  o r  
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  F o r e i g n  A f fa i r s  
a n d  T r a d e  if w e  
a r e  to  f u n d  a n  
a p p r o p r i a t e l y  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x ­
h i b i t  a n d  p r o v i d e  fo r  t h e  b r e a d t h  o f  i n q u i r i e s  
r a i s e d  b y  A L A  d e l e g a t e s .  T h e r e  is a l s o  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p u r s u e  s p o n s o r s h i p  f r o m  
' A u s t r a l i a n '  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  s u c h  as R u p e r t  
M u r d o c h  a n d  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  
w i t h  a l i b r a r y - r e l a t e d  A u s t r a l i a n  p r e s e n c e .  ■

Jill Collier Indyk, director 
o f  cultural affairs, 

Embassy o f  Australia, 
W ashington DC w ith  

W arw ick Cathro from  the 
N ationa l Library o f  

Australia
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Ask us how!
Set up a deposit account with ABIX and you will have almost 
instant access to the full text of over 120 Australian and 
New Zealand magazines and journals, including all of 
Australia's major capital dailies for $10 per item.
Deposit accounts can be set up for a minimum of $200 
(in advance). You can pay with ALIA vouchers, if you wish.
To receive a complete list of the titles ABIX abstracts OR to 
set up a deposit account, please contact Sonia Reymond on

Telephone: 61 3 9827 9088 
Facsimile: 61 3 9827 9099 
E-Mail: abix@ abix.com .au

(03) 9827 9088.
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