
L ib ra rie s: p a th w a y s  t o ...
A C T
• 8/7-9/12 ACT Branch/ACLIS. Meeting 
dates for 1998. 5:30pm, NLA, 4th floor 
conference room. 8/7, 12/8, 16/9, 14/10, 
11/11, 9/12. Contact: Libby Coates, ph 
02 6246 1177, libby@elc.aiatis.gov.au

• 9/7 ACT Special Libraries section Li
brarians' Libations. Catch up on news 
from ACT libraries every first public serv
ice payday of the month. W ig and Pen 
Tavern, Canberra House Arcade, Alinga 
Street, Canberra City, 5:30pm. All w el
come. Contact: Julie Philips, ph 02 6208 
5112, j.philips@nma.gov.au

• 15/7 ACT Branch. This is the RSVPdate 
if you want to see King Lear at the Play
house, 7:30pm, Saturday 29/8. Seats $30 
(save $8!). Bookings ph 02 6289 8459, 
stephanie.tow@health.gov.au

• 15/7 ACT Special Libraries section
Visit the new Australian Geological Sur
vey Organisation (AGSO) Library, Ground 
Floor, AGSO Building, Symonston. Enter 
from Jerrabomberra Avenue, next left af
ter the lights at Hindmarsh Drive. 
4:30pm. Contact: Anne Franklin, ph 02 
6249 9369, afrankli@agso.gov au. RSVP 
by 13/7.
• 16/7 ACT Branch. AGM. Venue: ALIA 
House, 12:30pm. Contact: Toni Ralli, ACT 
Branch general councillor, ph 02 6268 
8114, t-ralli@adfa.oz.au

• 16/7 ACT Branch. Winter dinner and 
awards night. Venue: Terraferma Italian 
Restaurant and Bar, Campbell Shops (4 
Blarney Place-plenty of parking). 7:30 for 
8pm. Cost $35. Contact: Priscilla Aiken, 
ph 02 6268 8125, fx 02 6247 2324, p- 
aiken@adfa.oz.au. RSVP by 10/7.
• 20/7 ACT Cataloguers section Cata
loguers survey discussion. People will be 
invited to discuss the results of the survey 
and future topics for cataloguers talks. 
National Library, Training room A/B, 4th 
floor. 12 for 12:15pm. Contact: John 
Maguire, ph 02 6262 1528,
jmaguire@nla.gov.au or Steven Cremer, 
ph 02 6268 6167, s-cremer@adfa.oz.au

• 21/7 Canberra Science Librarians 
Lunch at the Great Wall Chinese Restau
rant, Marcus Clark Street, Canberra City, 
12:30pm. Short reports on various recent 
conferences. RSVP: Jeanette Regan, ph 
02 6249 0226, jeanette.regan@anu. 
edu.au

22/7 ACT UCRLS Colin Steele, ANU Li
brarian, will speak on Global Information 
Trends at 12:15pm in the McDonald 
Room, ANU. Bring your lunch. Tea and 
coffee provided. Contact: Nancy Clarke, 
ph 02 6209 1117, n.clarke@signadou. 
acu.edu.au

• 26-27/8 ACT Cataloguers section
Metadata Unravelled : developments for 
the information professional. National Li
brary Conference Room, Canberra. 9- 
5pm, $180 ALIA, FUN and Aus SI (ACT) 
members, $200 non-members. Contact: 
Shirley Campbell, ph 02 6285 1006 (ah), 
02 6234 2225 (bh), fx 02 6234 2237, 
shirley.campbell@radford.act.edu.au or 
Roxanne Missingham, ph 02 62421659, 
fx 02 6241 3491, R.Missingham@dwe. 
csiro.au

• 29/7 Canberra Online Users Group 
(COLUG). Loredana Ford (our sponsored 
participant at the VALA conference) will 
report on what she found, looking specif
ically at language needs and technology. 
5:15 for 5:30pm, O'Connell Education 
Centre, Room 1, Stuart Street, Griffith. 
Contact: Grisoula Giopoulos, ph 02 6277 
2658, Grisoula.Giopoulos@aph.gov.au

• 6/8 ACT Special Libraries section Li
brarians Libations will return to the Hyatt 
Hotel. 5:30pm. All welcome. Contact: Ju
lie Philips, ph 02 6208 5112, j.philips@ 
nma.gov.au
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John Lane, author of Fairbridge kid, addresses visitors to the 
Pinjarra Public Library during Australian Library Week

A round-up o f A L W 98 activities

A ustralian Library 
W e e k  98, Libraries: 
pathways to knowl

edge was a great success with 
activities organised all over 
Australia to celebrate libraries 
and the professionals w ho  
staff them. W e  received  re
ports from groups all over the 
country.

As part of a truly national 
event, the Sp ecia l Libraries 
section's national com m ittee 
p laced an advertisem ent in 
the Business Review Weekly, 
cover date 27 April 1998 to 
promote special libraries and 
Australian Library W eek . The 
com m ittee chose to use the 
'In cred ib le  lib rary ' poster w h ich  has created 
m uch discussion among the profession. 'C o r
porate libraries providing information to your 
business' was the headline that was used with 
the poster. The advertisement appeared in the 
issue w hich  featured the 'Top-500 com panies' 
list and was on sale for the two weeks leading 
up to Australian Library W eek .

According to D eanne Barrett, president of 
the section, the decision to p lace an advertise
ment in a national business journal was a ma
jor com m itm ent and undertaking for the na
tional committee. 'W e  wanted to target a wider 
aud ience and to raise awareness of special li
braries outside the library profession', D eanne 
said. The national com m ittee is still collecting 
feedback from special libraries regarding what 
impact the advertisement had, and whether it 
ach ieved their aims. The national comm ittee 
believes the advertisement w as a great initia
tive and the first step in the ongoing process of 
marketing special libraries to the business com 
munity.

W e ster n  A u str a lia
Sandra W ilson , president of the Western Aus
tralian Library Technician's Section reported 
that the section held an Australian Library 
W e e k  dinner at Rosie O 'G ra d y 's  on 7 M ay  
with guest speakers, John Arfield (University of 
W estern Australia) and Shirley Cow cher, Infor
mation Enterprises addressing the topic 'The 
role of library technicians in creating the path
w ays  to know ledge '. Sh irley  C ow cher, w ho  
featured in the Australian Library W e e k  ca len 
dar Librarians in focus, gave some encouraging 
predictions about career opportunities for li
brary technicians.

The Western Australian Local Studies sec
tion arranged a tour of Fairbridge Village (the 
hom e of Fairbridge Farm School); Alcoa-Mur- 
ray Public Library; lunch at the Heritage Tea
rooms at Edenvale (formerly the M cLarty fam 

ily home); and a visit to another M cLarty prop
erty, O ld  B lythw ood , now  m anaged by the 
National Trust. Fairbridge still exudes a sense 
of the practical idealism that spurred his efforts 
to create a new  future for underprivileged Brit
ish children. Later, at the impressive public li
brary in Pinjarra, one of the former 'Fairbridge 
kids' gave his personal impressions of life there 
as a ch ild  in the 1930s. John Lane says 'for 
most of us O ld  Fairbridgeans, w e  were the res
cued ch ild ren . It gave us a life. W e  w ou ld  
never have had a life back in England.'

Librarian of the A lcoa-M urray Pub lic  L i
brary, Lorraine Hum e, and her assistant G loria 
W ithers not on ly gave up their Sunday m orn
ing to show the visitors around the library, but 
baked baskets of scones for morning tea. Their 
local studies co llection  is g row ing steadily. 
They have deve loped  strong links w ith  the 
M urray D istrict A borig inal Association and 
have started an oral history program. Jenni 
W oodro ffe  writes 'that as visitors to Pinjarra, 
the group felt privileged to be shown so much 
evidence of local studies a live  and w e ll and 
flourishing in beautiful surroundings. Sunday 
3 M ay  1998 w as a delightful and eye-opening 
day for us.'

According to Helen G ishubl from the City 
of Perth library 'D iscovering your library in the 
C ity ' w asn 't d ifficu lt for com m uters during 
A LW 9 8 . The C ity of Perth Library set up shop, 
temporarily, at the Train Station concourse. O n 
Tuesday, W ednesday and Thursday library staff 
distributed bookm arks w ith  details of the li
brary and its services. A  large sign decorated 
w ith  Australian Library W e e k  balloons pro
claim ed the library's name, location and open
ing hours. A  demonstration C D -RO M , The way 
things work, attracted considerab le attention 
from all ages. Back  at the library the atmos
phere was also highly-charged. Tw o  football
ers from the Frem antle Dockers, a local AFL 
team, spent an hour chatting to customers and
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checking up on football facts. A  display of foot
ball posters and other paraphernalia, Australian 
Library W eek  balloons and books and videos 
on skills, training and the history of Australian 
Rules Football created a focal point for this spe
cial occasion.

Shoulder massage, vo lleyball, live bands, 
competitions and a bang-up breakfast to kick 
it all off. These are some of the fun w ays the 
Learning Resource Centres (LRC ) at Central 
TAFE w ere promoted during A LW 9 8 , reports 
A lexandra Dailakis. There w as also the intel
lectual challenges of a Reuters demonstration, 
and world w ide  w eb  and U nC over training.

Central TAFE also ran a number of com pe
titions including designing the LRCs webpage, 
for which  there was a $500 prize sponsored by 
Ameritech Library Services. D ylan Buckee and 
Andreas Rehak, two up-and-coming graphic 
design students took out the award. As w e ll, 
ALIA  provided a free membership as a prize for 
the best library display using the theme Path
ways to knowledge. Ana Puga and M arie  
W h ite  w ere the lucky w inners.

The breakfast kick-off w as sponsored by 
the college corporate executive with the key
note speaker, honorary consul, Roger Blake de
livering the speech 'The use of modern tech 
nologies at institutions of learning: a Canadian 
perspective', on behalf of Joyce  Barrett, the d i
rector of the C anad ian  Education Centre in 
Canberra. The w orld w ide  w eb  and U nC over 
training was accentuated during the w eek as 
part of the growing information literacy classes 
provided by the school librarians. Raelene 
Sweetm an of Reuters provided the demonstra
tion of Reuters Business Briefing.

N e w  S o u th  W a les
The librarians at Gadens Lawyers in Sydney, 
usually celebrate A L W  w ith a special morning 
tea —  the w ay  to a law yer's heart is definitely 
via the stomach, accord ing  to M argaret 
W illiam s. This year, library staff put G adens 
m em orabilia on d isplay in the meeting room 
so that everyone cou ld  drift between the 
scones, the pastries and the archives. O n  dis
play were photos from past Christmas parties; 
an ancient 'H istory of Gadens ' docum ent; siI-

Staff o f the Upper Murray Regional Library, together with 
DJ Steve Bowen and others outside the Albury library at 

the breakfast to mark the start o f ALW98

ver cups from bygone sporting events; and vari
ous press clippings from the past. There was a 
good turn-out and staff were told that the show 
of m em orabilia gave everyone a 'sense of be
longing' —  the on ly com plaint was that the li
brary eclipsed the glam our of Law  W e e k  
w h ich  took place the fo llow ing w eek!

Tim Eggleston reports that the staff of U p 
per M urray Regional Library kicked off the 
w eek with an outdoor breakfast at 7.30am on 
M o nd ay  4 M ay . The local radio station pro
vided a cooked breakfast, and a visiting Dj 
gave a reading of Edward the Emu. The foot
path was, appropriate ly enough, decorated 
with the 'Libraries —  pathways to know ledge' 
slogan. A lbury library opened its doors to the 
public at 7.30am, and library staff w ore their 
night-attire. Children's librarian, Joan Burnside, 
resplendent in pink pyjamas, was universally 
accla im ed as best-dressed.

Q u e e n s la n d
Bronia Renison and Jennifer Tompkins, from 
Townsville District Health Service decided to 
do something different for A LW 9 8 . They de
cided to link the theme to c lin ica l pathways, 
draw ing attention to a number of resources in 
the co llection . D isplays and cartoons bright
ened up the library and a bottomless jar of 
M inties was on offer at the loans desk. Pam-

continued next page...
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UNILINC twenty years servicing libraries

8/9 SilverPlatter Information. Free 
LINK TO THE FUTURE presentation. Find 
out about ERL 4, links to full text with Sil- 
verLinker and more. 2pm. For further in
formation contact: Caroline Scharrer, ph 
02 9267 9055, cscharrer@silverplatter. 
com

• 16/10 ACT UCRLS Online services: 
how far, how fast? Libraries'transition 
from print to digital. Uni Canberra Con
ference Centre. 9-2pm, $50 ALIA mem
bers, $60 non-ALIA members (including 
lunch). More details later. Inquiries: Nan
cy Clarke, ph 02 6209 1117, fx 02 6209 
1114, n.clarke@signadou.acu.edu.au

N S W
• 3/7 NSW Branch and Public Libraries
Branch, State Library of NSW The Fu
ture of Libraries in an Information Society 
—  the Library and Information Commis
sion's Vision. Presentation by Margaret 
Haines, UK. Free activity. Metcalfe Audi
torium, State Library of NSW, 10-12pm. 
All welcome. Contact: Jan Witcombe, ph 
02 9273 1527, jwitcombe@ilanet.
slnsw.gov.au

• 3/7 NSW TAFE section Promoting 
skills of library staff seminar. Covering 
what sort of professional development 
and continuing education is available. 
Contact: Ellen Hrebeniuk, ph 02 9335 
2561, fx 02 9335 2390, ellen. 
hrebeniuk@tafensw.edu.au

• 11/7 NSW Branch Council meeting
State Library of NSW, The Coles Room, 
Macquarie Street, Sydney, 10-4pm. Ob
servers welcome. Contact: Jo-anne Fuller, 
ph 02 9906 6000, fx 02 9906 5987, 
jojo1@ozemail.com.au 

13-25/7 (ring for exact dates) Cata
loguing and classification training: 
AACR2, LCSH, DCC, USMARC and se
rials. UNSW, School of Information, Li
brary and Archive Studies. Contact: Mau
reen Henninger, ph 02 9385 3589, fx 02 
9385 3430, M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au

• 15/7 NSW Library Technician meet
ing. Uni of Western Sydney, Richmond 
Campus, Small Room, Mezzanine Level, 
Library, Building G1, Bourke Street, Rich
mond. 3pm. Contact: Katherine Raper, 
ph 02 9514 3688, Katherine.Raper@uts. 
edu.au

• 15/7 NSW Special Libraries section
Time management with Yvonne Elliot. 
State Library of NSW, Sumitomo Room, 
Level 11. 5:30 for 6pm. $10 ALIA/ACLIS 
members, $15 non-members. Prepay
ment required. RSVP: Moya Lum, ph 02 
9257 5481, fx 02 9257 7756, m oyajum  
@amp.com.au

• 22/7 NSW Special Libraries Section
Maria Gemenis dinner. Venue: Chris
tensens Restaurant, 45 Phillip Street, 6 for 
6:30pm. Contact: Kerry Snelgrove, ph 02 
9284 9339, fx 02 9284 9358, ksnelgrove 
@westpac.com.au. RSVP by 16/7.
• 24/7 Riverina Regional group. Meet
ing and farewell dinner for Maxine Ro
chester. Old Wagga Inn, cnr Tarcutta and 
Morgan Streets, 6:30 for 7pm, dinner 
and Maxine’s speech. For further details 
and numbers attending contact: Trish 
Kelly, patricia.kelly@tafensw.edu.au

24/7 Indexing/abstracting for data
bases. UNSW, School of Information, Li
brary and Archive Studies. Contact: Mau
reen Henninger, ph 02 9385 3589, fx 02 
9385 3430, M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au

• 29/7 NSW Branch. Developments in 
the library labour market. An evening 
seminar with Phil Teece, ALIA's manager, 
personnel and industrial services. ABC 
Theatrette, Harris Street, Ultimo. 6-8pm. 
All welcome. RSVP: Jo-anne Fuller, ph 02 
9906 6000, jojo1@ozemail.com.au

continued next page...
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29/7 Performance indicators for li
braries. UNSW, School of Information, 
Library and Archive Studies. Contact: 
Maureen Henninger, ph 02 9385 3589, 
fx 02 9385 3430, M.Henninger@unsw. 
edu.au

31/7 Updating your internet research 
skills. UNSW, School of Information, Li
brary and Archive Studies. Contact: Mau
reen Henninger, ph 02 9385 3589, fx 02 
9385 3430, M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au

31/7 Preservation management for li
braries and archives: via the internet
UNSW, School of Information, Library 
and Archive Studies. Contact: Maureen 
Henninger, ph 02 9385 3589, fx 02 9385 
3430, M.Herminger@unsw.edu.au 

31/7 Preservation and conservation 
of audiovisual material: via the inter
net. UNSW, School of Information, Li
brary and Archive Studies. Contact: Mau
reen Henninger, ph 02 9385 3589, fx 02 
9385 3430, M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au 

31/7 Advanced audiovisual manage
ment: via the internet UNSW, School 
of Information, Library and Archive Stud
ies. Contact: Maureen Henninger, ph 02 
9385 3589, fx 02 9385 3430, 
M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au

• 5/8-1/12 NSW School Libraries sec
tion. Committee meeting dates for 1998. 
Venue: Joint council rooms, Leichhardt 
Primary School, Corner Norton and Mari
on Streets. Time: 6-8pm. Dates: 5/8, 7/9, 
13/10, 4/11, 1/12. Contact: Andrew Bar
ber, ph 9519 1544, library@newton-pah. 
dse.nsw.edu.au

5/8 CD-ROM technology UNSW, 
School of Information, Library and Ar
chive Studies. Contact: Maureen Hennin
ger, ph 02 9385 3589, fx 02 9385 3430, 
M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au 

7/8 Keeping up with internet devel
opments: how do they impact on in
formation services? UNSW, School of 
Information, Library and Archive Studies. 
Contact: Maureen Henninger, ph 02 
9385 3589, fx 02 9385 3430, 
M.Henninger@unsw.edu.au

• 12/8 NSW Library Technician meet
ing. Macquarie Uni Library, Mollie 
Thompson Room, Level 5. 5 30 for 6pm 
Contact: ph 02 9514 3688, Katherine. 
Raper@uts.edu.au RSVP by 30/7.
18/8 Team development workshop 
using the Myers Briggs Type Indica
tor. Team based activities aimed at im
proving team performance by under
standing the ways people communicate, 
gather information, organize and make 
decisions. Penrith City Library, 9:30- 
4:30pm, $90. Contact: Peter Goodfellow, 
ph 02 4732 7868, fx 02 4732 7598, 
pgood@penrithcity. nsw.gov.au

• 28/8 NSW TAFE section. How do you 
get it? Strategies to snare the job you re
ally want. Speakers: Jan Houghton, UTS; 
Marion Nicolson, Library Locums; Sue 
Halbwirth, SOCOG. 9-12:30pm, $30 
ALIA members, $35 non-members. 
OTEN, 51 Wentworth Road, Strathfield. 
To register contact: Jan Wrigley, ph 02 
9217 3915, fx 02 9217 4020, elizabeth. 
mclaren@tafensw.edu.au

7/9 SilverPlatter Information Free 
LINK TO THE FUTURE presentation. Find 
out about ERL 4, links to full text with Sil- 
verLinker and more. Sydney, 2pm. For 
further information contact: Caroline 
Scharrer, ph 02 9267 9055, cscharrer@ 
silverplatter.com

• 9/9 NSW Library Technician meet
ing. State Library of NSW, Level 10, 
Boardroom. 5:30 for 6pm. Contact: Kath
erine Raper, ph 02 9514 3688, Katherine. 
Raper@uts.edu.au

• 12/9 NSW School Libraries section
Write your own report card: accountabili- 

continued next page...

C a u g h t In th e  act: M a rk  M itc h e ll a p p re h e n d e d  leavin g
Bayside Library Service

ph let boxes adorned with 
colourfu l 'In cred ib le  li
brary' stickers w ere  dis
tributed to wards and 
units. An anaesthetics in
tern w on the Health Serv
ice 's Australian Library 
W e e k  qu iz and was 
nam ed Champion path
finder of the incredible li
brary. The certificate for 
Runner-up on the path
way to knowledge was 
awarded to the team from 
eye ward.

Know ledge about the 
possible w ays of getting to 
a p lace is important (and 
half the fun!) when travel
ling. That thought w as in 
the m inds of the public 
and m embers of the 
ALIA /ACLIS  Cairns 
Group w hose celebrations cu lm inated  in 
events on Saturday 9 M ay  1 998 reports Jean 
M e ilke john . H eld  at James Cook Un iversity  
Cairns cam pus, displays from health, public, 
education and corporate libraries helped give 
the public some idea of what resources and li
brary services are availab le in Cairns and the 
surrounding area. A  special lecture w as pre
sented by Trevor Reeves (Y2K project manager, 
Far North Queensland Electricity Board) on the 
Y2K bug. The day cam e to an enjoyable finish 
with a celebratory dinner for librarians and in
vited guests. Professor Eric W a in w rig h t (pro 
vice-chancellor, James Cook University) gave 
a thought-provoking speech on the changing 
role of the librarian along the Pathways to 
knowledge.

Victoria
Bayside Library Service in M e lbou rne  was 
brim ming w ith  celebrities. A L W  celebrations 
began on 1 M ay  w ith  our M ayor, A lex del 
Proto presenting former footballer and booty 
Show personality, Sam New m an, with the N"1 
Bayside Library Service borrower card.

This w as followed by a host of local ce leb 
rities, councillors, and politicians working for 
an hour at the issues desk. Peop le  like M ai

W a ld e n  (Channel 10 New s), M ark M itche ll, 
the H on  R ichard  M cG a rv ie , B eve rley  
O 'C o n n o r (A BC  TV), G lenn  Robbins, Tom m y 
Dysart (the G ogom ob ile  man) and his w ife  
Joan Brockenshire and footballer Gerard H ealy 
all had a wonderful time working in the library. 
Local M P  M urray Thom pson and state treas
urer A lan  Stockdale lent a hand check ing  in 
and checking out items to borrowers according 
to Karyn Siegmann.

The City of G reater Dandenong Libraries
celebrated w ith a live, on-line short-story w rit
ing w orkshop w ith author Tom  Petsinis. The 
workshop was conducted as part of the 1998 
G reater D andenong Short Story Com petition 
and Literary Fest. Using web-based internet 
chat program w ith private room access, Tom 
Petsinis, prom inent p layw right and novelist, 
was able to talk and share his experiences with 
participants located in libraries across A us
tralia. These included C ity of Stirling Libraries 
in W estern Australia, D arw in  Public Libraries 
in Northern Territory and N ew castle  Region 
Library in N e w  South W a les . Tom answered 
numerous questions about short-story writing 
throughout this fast-paced, one and a half hour 
session.

A  brief guide 
to short story w rit
ing w as also 
m ade ava ilab le  
for event partic i
pants to d o w n 
load from the City 
of Greater D ande
nong Libraries 
w ebsite  prior to 
the event. The 
event

A u th o r  Tom Petsinis 
live a n d  on line  
d uring  A ustra lian  
Library W e e k  1 9 9 8  a t  
G re a te r D a n d e o n g  
Libraries
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M ario n  
Library s ta ff  
g e t in to  the  

spirit o f  
things an d  
have their 

faces 
p a in te d  

during  
A L W 9 8

... from previous page

ty and the school library. Contact: Ian 
McLean, ph 9886 7501, mcleani@gwise. 
dse.nsw.edu.au
21/9 SilverPlatter Information Infor
mation WinSPIRS and WebSPIRS 4.0 half 
day training course. Cost: $75. Sydney, 
9:30—12:30pm. Bookings: Caroline
Scharrer, ph 02 9267 9055, cscharrer@ 
silverplatter.com
• Oct NSW School and TAFE sections
Internet content management seminar. 
Covering filtering/censorship on the Inter
net. Contact: Ellen Hrebeniuk, ph 02 
9335 2561, fx 02 9335 2390, ellen. 
hrebeniuk@tafensw. edu.au

w a s  o rg a n is e d  by  K y l ie  P e c k h a m ,  a n  e le c t ro n ic  
i n f o r m a t i o n  l ib r a r ia n  w i t h  th e  C i t y  o f  G r e a t e r  
D a n d e n o n g  Libraries.  T h e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  e l e c 
tro n ic  in fo r m a t io n  l ib rar ia ns  has e n a b l e d  th e  li
b ra ry  s e rv ic e  to  b e c o m e  in n o v a t i v e  in th e  a re a  
o f  e l e c t r o n i c  in f o r m a t i o n  s e rv ic e  d e l iv e r y .

C a t h y  M i l l e r  f r o m  th e  State  L ib r a ry  o f  V i c 
to r ia  w a s  par t  o f  th e  o r g a n is in g  c o m m i t t e e  for  
th e  G r e a t  l i b r a r i e s  o f  M e l b o u r n e '  t o u r .  T h e
to u r  c e le b r a te s  th e  r o le  o f  l ib ra r ie s ,  th e i r  p l a c e  
in M e l b o u r n e ' s  h is tory ,  a n d  th e  a rc h i t e c t u r e  o f  
fo u r  o f  t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  l ib r a r ie s  in M e l 
b o u r n e :  t h e  A t h e n a e u m  L i b r a r y  (e s ta b l is h e d  
1 8 3 9 ) ,  th e  L ib ra ry  o f  th e  P a r l i a m e n t  o f  V i c t o 
ria  ( e s ta b l is h e d  1 8 5 1 ) ,  th e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  Li
b r a ry  (e s ta b l is h e d  1 8 5 2 ) ,  a n d  th e  S ta te  L ib ra ry  
o f  V i c t o r i a  ( e s ta b l is h e d  1 8 5 6 ) .  P la n 
n i n g  fo r  t h e  to u r  p r o g r a m  b e g a n  in 
D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 7 ,  w i t h  rep resen ta t ives  
o f  th e  fo u r  l ib rar ies  m e e t i n g  re g u la r ly  
to  d iscuss  th e  i t in e ra ry ,  th e  c a te r in g ,  
a n d  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a f l ie r  a n d  b r o 
c h u r e .  E ach  'g re a t  l ib r a r y '  s u p p l ie d  a 
s e n io r  l i b r a r i a n  to  s p e a k  to  th e  to u r  
g ro u p s ,  a n d  g r o u p  le a d e rs  to  a c c o m 
p a n y  e a c h  o f  th e  f o u r  g r o u p s .  T h e  
tour is ts  w e r e  u n iv e r s a l ly  e n th u s ia s t ic  
a b o u t  l ib rar ies  a n d  fa s c in a te d  b y  this  
u n i q u e  insight  in to  th e  c u l tu ra l  history  
o f  M e l b o u r n e .  T h e  to u r  r e a l ly  w a s  a 
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  l ib r a r ie s ,  a n d  t h e  r e 
s p o n s e  w a s  so g r e a t  th a t  a s e c o n d  
'G r e a t  l ib ra r ie s  to u r '  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  
o n  1 June.

L i b r a r y  s ta ff  a t  t h e  B e n d i g o  R e 
g i o n a l  In s t i tu t e  o f  T A F E  e x t r a p o l a t e d  
th is  y e a r 's  t h e m e  —  L ib ra rie s : p a th w a y s  to  

k n o w le d g e .. .  th e  j o u r n e y  n e v e r  e n d s .  T h e  li 
b ra ry  w a s  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  scenes f r o m  The w iz 

a rd  o f  O z  a n d  l ib ra ry  staff d ressed  as c ha ra c te rs  
f r o m  th e  f i lm  for  a d a y .  T h e  fo y e r  o f  th e  b u i l d 
ing w a s  t r a n s fo r m e d  in to  K ansas a n d  users e n 
te r e d  t h e  l ib r a r y  b y  f o l l o w i n g  a y e l l o w  b r ic k  
ro a d  u n d e r  a r a i n b o w .  T h e y  w e r e  led  in to  th e  
' l a n d  o f  O z '  v ia  a c o r n f i e l d ,  D o r o t h y 's  h ous e ,  
E m e r a l d  C i t y ,  th e  h a u n t e d  fo re s t  a n d  th e  
W i c k e d  W i t c h ' s  C a s t le .  Staff a n d  students  f r o m  
th e  Ins t i tu te 's  c a r p e n t r y ,  p a i n t i n g  a n d  d e c o r a t 
ing  h a r n e s s  r a c in g ;  a n d  h a i r d r e s s i n g  d e p a r t 
m e n ts  assisted w i t h  th e  d is p la y s .  T h e  w e e k  o f  
c e l e b r a t i o n  w a s  w e l l - r e c e i v e d  b y  staff a n d  stu
dents  a n d  attrac ted  c o v e r a g e  in th e  loca l  n e w s 
p a p e r  a n d  te le v is io n .

South Australia
D e c i d i n g  th a t  a w e e k  w a s  jus t  n o t  lo n g  
e n o u g h ,  R e n y a  S pra tt  a n d  th e  rest o f  th e  staff  
f r o m  th e  M a r i o n  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e  s ta r te d  c e l 
e b r a t in g  A u s t r a l ia n  L ib ra ry  W e e k  a li tt le  e a r ly .  
M a r y  W i l s o n  f r o m  t h e  D e l t a  F o u n d a t i o n ,  
star ted  th e  c e l e b r a t i o n s  r o l l i n g  o n  2 9  A p r i l ,  
w h e n  she  h e l d  a n  i n s p i r in g  w o r k s h o p  a t  th e  
H a l l e t t  C o v e  B r a n c h  o n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  b o o k  
c lu b s .  O n  1 M a y ,  M a r i o n  L i b r a r y 's  n e w l y -  
f o r m e d  'F r i e n d s '  g r o u p  h e l d  its fi rst f o r m a l  
fu n c t io n ,  a q u i z  n igh t .  M o r e  th a n  1 8 5  p e o p l e  
a t t e n d e d  t h e  f u n - f i l l e d  n i g h t  a n d  th e  g r o u p  
ra is e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 1 2 0 0  fo r  t h e  l ib r a r y  
serv ice .

Following the  Pathway to  knowledge:  
staff from the Bendigo Regional 

Institute o f  TAFE

T o y  l ib ra r ie s  w e r e  h i g h l i g h t e d  d u r i n g  th e  
w e e k .  T o y  l ib r a r ie s  a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  P ark  
EHolme a n d  H a l l e t t  C o v e  b r a n c h e s .  F a c e  p a i n t 
ers  A l is o n  M i t c h e l l  a n d  R e a  W e l l e r i n g  d e 
l ig h te d  c h i l d r e n  a n d  a d u l ts  a l i k e  b y  t u r n i n g  
c h i ld r e n 's  fac e s  in to  a n  a s s o r tm e n t  o f  c h a r a c 
ters a n d  c re a tu re s .

A ls o  h e l p i n g  to  c e l e b r a t e  w e r e  a p p r o x i 
m a t e l y  4 8 0  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  lo c a l  s c h o o ls .  T h e y  
a t t e n d e d  t h e  P a rk  EHolm e B r a n c h  in c lass  
g ro u p s  for s to ry te l l in g  sessions, tours ,  c o m p u 
ter  a n d  b o o k  talks, b o r r o w i n g ,  a n d  o th e r  a c t iv i 
ties. A l l  th e  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  a s k e d  to  d e s ig n  a li 
b r a r y  p o s te r  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  s c a n n e d  in to  th e  
w e b p a g e  [h t t p : / / w w w . m a r i o n . s a . g o v . a u / l i -  
b r a r y / c y b e r s i te . h tm ],  ■

• 9/10 NSW Acquistions and Library 
Technician sections. Take your partners 
— libraries and suppliers in partnership. 
UTS Faculty of Design, Architecture and 
Building, Harris Street, ULTIMO. 8:30- 
4pm. For details contact: Ms Katherine 
Raper, ph 02 9514 3688, Katherine. 
Raper@uts.edu.au, Michael Soo, ph 02 
9514 3350, Michael.Soo@uts.edu.au or 
Dimitria Dess, ph 02 97158325, dimitria. 
dess@tafensw.gov.au
• 7/11 NSW School Libraries section 
Conserving the past for the future — ar
chives in school libraries. Contact: Ailsa 
Holmes-Walker, ph 9781 3541, ailmuirf@ 
ozemail.com.au

NT
• 9/7-26/11 NT Branch Committee 
Meeting dates for 1998. 4:30pm, Central 
Library, Health. 9/7, 20/8, 15/10, 12/11 
(Central Library, Health); 24/9 (Chan 
Building); 26/11 —  AGM dinner, 7pm 
(details TBA). Contact: Rennison Taaffe, 
ph 08 8946 7026.
• Late September NT Branch. 20th Anni
versary of ALIA NT celebrations. Visit by 
John Shipp, ALIA president. Details: TBA. 
Contact: Rennison Taaffe, 08 8946 7026.
• 30/10 Central Australian Regional 
group. New libraries, old values —  dis
cussion and workshop. Conducted by 
Michael Gorman. Centralian College Li
brary, Alice Springs. Contact: Tina-Marie 
Cavanough, ph 08 8905 0556, fx 08 
8952 2402.

Qld
• 18/7 Qld CYSS. Children's Book Week 
workshop. Guest speaker: Anne Freier, 
Qld CBW Judge. The O'Shea Centre, cor
ner Kedron Brook and Lovedale Street, 
Wilston. 1-4pm, $3 ALIA members, $5 
non-members (includes afternoon tea, 
please pay at door). Contact: Loris Phair, 
ph 3354 3422, hillbrook.lib@uq.net.au or 
Tracy Gibson, ph 07 3826 5132.
• Mid July Qld Special Libraries sec
tion. Budget bash dinner. Comedy Club, 
Snug Harbour. For more details contact: 
Maree Pickering, ph 07 3224 4688, 
maree.pickering@premiers.qld.gov.au
• 21/7 Qld Special Libraries section
Government Pubs on the Internet: get a 
rundown on the latest information on 
Australian and international government 
publication on the internet. $45 9:30- 
11:30am, morning tea included. BBC 
Central City Library. Contact: Maree Pick
ering, ph 07 3224 4688, maree.pickering 
@premiers.qld.gov.au. RSVP by 1517.
9/9 SilverPlatter Information Free LINK 
TO THE FUTURE presentation. Find out 
about ERL 4, links to full text with Silver- 
Linker and more. Brisbane, 2pm. For fur
ther information contact: Caroline Schar
rer, ph 02 9267 9055, cscharrer@ 
silverplatter.com
10/9 SilverPlatter Information Win
SPIRS and WebSPIRS 4.0 half day training 
course. Cost: $75. Brisbane, 9 -1 2pm. 
Bookings: Caroline Scharrer, ph 02 9267 
9055, cscharrer@silverplatter.com

continued next page...
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