
W e b b  s  w e b

Dublin Core debate

Libraries have 
tong been 
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it.
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O n 12 N o v e m b e r , th e  A u s tra lia n  N a ­

t io n a l U n iv e rs ity  fe a tu re d  a d e b a te  

b e tw e e n  R oge r C la rk e  a n d  B e m a l 

R a ja p a tira n a  o n  th e  s u b je c t 'S h o u ld  w e b  d e ­

v e lo p e rs  use th e  D u b lin  C ore ? ' It w a s  a s p ir ­

ite d  a ffa ir, w ith  R oger u s in g  h is  c o n s id e ra b le  

m e n ta l a g il i ty  to  o b je c t  to  th e  rush to w a rd s  

th e  D u b lin  C o re  b e fo re  c o n s id e r in g  its d ra w ­

b a c k s , a n d  B e m a l c a lm ly  a n d  r a t io n a l ly  

p o in t in g  o u t  th a t  th e  d e v e lo p e rs  a re  c o n ­

s c io u s  o f  the se  d ra w b a c k s , a n d  are  a d d re ss ­

in g  th e m  w h i le  t r y in g  to  c o m p ile  a u s e fu l 

b o d y  o f  m e ta d a ta  th a t ad he re s  to  so m e  re c ­

o g n is a b le  s ta n d a rd . (R eaders  w h o  d e te c t a 

d e g re e  o f  p a r t ia l i t y  in m y  re p o r t  a re  to  be  

c o n g ra tu la te d ) .

T h e  d e ta ils  o f  w h a t h a p p e n e d , in c lu d in g  

h o w  to  lis te n  to  th e  re c o rd in g  o f  th e  d e b a te , 

a re  set o u t a t h t tp : / /w w w .a n u .e d u .a u /w e b /  

a u th o rs /s e m in a rs /d c /.

L i b r a r i e s  u s e
t h e i r  p u r c h a s i n g  c l o u t
L ib ra rie s  (e s p e c ia lly  u n iv e rs ity  lib ra rie s ) have  
lo n g  been  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t e s c a la tin g  costs  

o f  access to  p u b lic a t io n s . N o w  th e y 're  re a lly  
s ta r t in g  to  d o  s o m e th in g  a b o u t it. T h e  U K B  

C o n s o rt iu m  o f th e  D u tc h  u n iv e rs ity  l ib ra r ie s , 

th e  l ib ra ry  o f  th e  R oya l D u tc h  A c a d e m y  o f  

S c ie n ce s  an d  th e  R oya l L ib ra ry , an d  u n iv e r ­

s ity  l ib ra r ie s  in  a la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  G e rm a n  

F e d e ra l S tates h a ve  d e v e lo p e d  'L ic e n c in g  

P r in c ip le s ' (at http://cwis.kub.nl/~dbi/cw is/ 
l ic p r in c .h tm )  th a t th e y  w i l l  use as g u id e lin e s  

in  th e ir  n e g o tia t io n s  w ith  p u b lis h e rs .

T h e  g u id e lin e s  c o v e r th e  need  to  p ro v id e  
access to  e le c t ro n ic  in fo rm a t io n  to  s tu d e n ts  

a n d  sc ie n tis ts  in d e p e n d e n t o f  th e ir  lo c a t io n ,  

d e n ia l o f  access to  u n a u th o r is e d  pe rsons, th e  

re je c tio n  o f  p u b lis h e rs ' d e m a n d s  th a t p re v e n t 

lib ra r ie s  fro m  c a n c e ll in g  s u b s c r ip tio n s  in  o r ­

d e r  to  be  a b le  to  o b ta in  e le c t ro n ic  jo u rn a ls  

o n  fa ir  c o n d it io n s , and  th e  re q u ire m e n t th a t 

an e le c t ro n ic  jo u rn a l s h o u ld  be  m a d e  a v a il­

a b le  m u c h  c h e a p e r th a n  th e  p r in te d  jo u rn a l,  

if  a l ib ra ry  w a n ts  to  s u b s c r ib e  e x c lu s iv e ly  to  

th e  e le c t ro n ic  v e rs io n .

In a s im ila r  v e in , th e  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  Re­

se a rch  L ib ra r ie s  has fo rm e d  th e  S c h o la r ly  

P u b lis h in g  &  A c a d e m ic  R esou rces C o a lit io n  

(SPAR C ), w h o s e  m is s io n  is to  be a c a ta ly s t 

fo r  c h a n g e  th ro u g h  th e  c re a t io n  o f  a m o re  

c o m p e t it iv e  m a rk e tp la c e  fo r  re sea rch  in fo r ­

m a t io n . SPAR C  w i l l  o p e ra te  as a p ro je c t  o f  

th e  AR L O ff ic e  o f  S c h o la r ly  C o m m u n ic a t io n  

a n d  w i l l  seek p a rtn e rs h ip s  w ith  m e m b e r  l i ­

b ra r ie s  a n d  in s t itu t io n s , s c h o la r ly  s o c ie t ie s , 
u n iv e rs ity  presses, an d  o th e r o rg a n is a tio n s , 

in c lu d in g  p u b lis h e rs , th a t sha re  a c o m m o n  

set o f  a c a d e m ic  va lu e s  an d  a re  in te re s te d  in  
d e v e lo p in g  n e w  s tra te g ie s  fo r  c o n t r o l l in g  

costs an d  im p ro v in g  access to  research  in fo r ­
m a tio n .

For m o re  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t SPAR C , see 
h t tp : / /w w w .a r l.o rg /s p a rc / in d e x .h tm l 
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A u s t r a l i a n  B o o k  W e b
H a v e  a lo o k  a t th e  A u s tra l ia n  B o o k  W e b  
(h t tp : / /w w w .b o o k s .a u s .n e t) w h ic h  has been  

c o m p ile d  b y  P eter S m ith  f ro m  B o o k s h o p  

C o m p u te r  S e rv ices . It has a c o m p re h e n s iv e  

lis t in g  (w ith  lin ks ) o f  A u s tra lia n  b o o k s e lle rs , 

as w e ll as A u s tra lia n  an d  overseas p u b lish e rs .

T h e  s ite  a lso  fea tu re s  th e  A u s tra lia n  B o o k  
W e b R in g  a t h t tp : / /w w w .b o o k s .a u s .n e t /  

w e b r in g / .  I w a s n 't  fa m il ia r  w ith  th e  c o n c e p t 

o f  W e b r in g s , b u t th is  o n e  o p e ra te s  q u ite  s im ­

p ly . A ll  y o u  h a ve  to  d o  is n o m in a te  y o u r  s ite  

( it  m u s t be  A u s tra l ia n  a n d  it  m u s t be  p re ­

d o m in a n t ly  a b o u t bo oks ) to  the  R ingm as te r(l) 

fo r  it to  be  c o n s id e re d  fo r  a d d it io n .  T h e  se rv ­

ice  is fre e .

A l l  q u i e t  o n  t h e  S h e t l a n d  f r o n t
I w ro te  so m e  t im e  a g o  a b o u t th e  d is p u te  in 

th e  S h e tla n d  Is lands w h e re  tw o  o n lin e  n e w s ­
p a p e rs  w e re  a rg u in g  a b o u t  c o p y r ig h t  a n d  

l in k in g  w ith o u t  p e rm is s io n . W e ll,  it  seem s to  

h a ve  b e e n  se tt le d  w i th o u t  s e tt in g  a n y  lega l 

p re c e d e n ts , a lth o u g h  th e re  w e re  d if f ic u lt ie s  
in  c a b lin g  th e  E d in b u rg h  c o u r t ro o m  w h e re  

an o n lin e  d e m o n s tra tio n  w as  p la n n e d  as pa rt 

o f  th e  h e a rin g . T he  s e tt le m e n t s ta te m e n t is at 
h t t p : / /w w w .s h e t la n d - n e w s .c o .u k /h e a d l in e /  

9 7 n o v /s e t t le d /s e t t le d .h tm l.

M o r e  o n  a g r i c u l t u r e
In th e  las t c o u p le  o f  c o lu m n s , I 'v e  fe a tu re d  

th e  A g r iW e b  s ite . T h is  t im e , it 's  th e  tu rn  o f  

th e  N S W  D e p a rtm e n t o f  A g r ic u ltu re  a t h ttp :/  

/ w w w .a g r ic .n s w .g o v .a u  . W h i le  n o t as f la s h y  

(d is t ra c t in g )  as its n e ig h b o u r ,  it is v e ry  in ­

fo r m a t iv e  w i th  a w id e  ra n g e  o f  fa c t  sheets 

a b o u t a n im a ls , c ro p s  a n d  w e e d s , as w e ll as 

th e  se rv ice s  o ffe re d  b y  th e  d e p a r tm e n t . A n d  

re fe rr in g  to  th e  h o m e  pa ge  as th e  F ro n t G a te  

is a n ic e  to u c h .  T h e  o n ly  t ro u b le  is, I k e p t 

t r y in g  to  c lo s e  it b e h in d  m e . (T h a n k s  to  
J e n n ife r K ir to n  fo r  te l l in g  m e  a b o u t it).

C r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  i n f o r m a t i o n
T h e  US N a tio n a l C r im in a l ju s t ic e  R e fe rence  

S erv ice  (NCJRS) A bs tra c ts  D atabase is n o w  on 
the  w e b  at h t tp :/ /w w w .n c jrs .o rg /d a ta b a s e .h ta i 

Th is  se rv ice  w i l l  be free  to  a ll u n t il Fe b ru a ry  

19 98 , a fte r w h ic h  fees m ay a p p ly  fo r som e us­

ers. The da tabase p ro v id e s  1 0 0 -2 0 0  w o rd  a b ­

stracts fo r  m o re  than  145 0 0 0  c r im in a l ju s tic e  

p u b lic a t io n s , c o v e r in g  U n ite d  States fe d e ra l, 
s tate, an d  lo c a l g o v e rn m e n t d o c u m e n ts ; 

bo oks ; jo u rn a ls ; u n p u b lis h e d  research reports ; 

and  p ro g ra m  d e s c r ip t io n s  an d  e v a lu a tio n s ; 

fro m  th e  e a rly  1970s up  to  th e  present.

A r c h a e o l o g y  e - j o u r n a l
For a g o o d  e x a m p le  o f  h o w  an e - jo u rn a l can  

be  p u t to g e th e r, see In te rn e t a rc h a e o lo g y  at 
h t tp : / / in ta rc h .a c .u k . Y o u  ca n  b ro w s e  th e  ta ­

b les  o f  co n te n ts  and read a b s trac ts  o f  a r tic le s  

in  th e  fo u r  issues c u r r e n t ly  o n lin e ,  b u t to  

read th e  a r t ic le s  in fu l l ,  y o u 'l l  h a ve  to  re g is ­

te r. B u t th a t's  n o t m u c h  o f  a p ro b le m , as re g ­

is tra t io n  is fre e .
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http://www.anu.edu.au/web/
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http://intarch.ac.uk


C O M  c o n s e r v a t i o n  r e p o r t
T h e  D e p a rtm e n t o f  P rese rva tion  an d  C o n se r­

v a tio n  at C o rn e ll U n iv e rs ity  u n d e rto o k  a tw o  

a n d  a h a lf  y e a r d e m o n s tra t io n  p ro je c t  to  test 

a n d  e v a lu a te  th e  use o f  h ig h  re s o lu t io n  
b ito n a l im a g in g  to  p ro d u c e  c o m p u te r  o u tp u t 

m ic r o f i lm  (C O M ) w h ic h  w o u ld  m e e t n a ­

t io n a l p re s e rv a tio n  s tan da rds  fo r  q u a lity  and  

p e rm a n e n c e . T h e  p ro je c t  le d  to  an assess­

m e n t o f  q u a l i ty ,  p rocess , a n d  cos ts , a n d  to  

th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  fo r the  
c re a tio n  an d  in s p e c tio n  o f  p re s e rv a tio n  m i­

c r o f i lm  p ro d u c e d  fro m  d ig i ta l  im a g e ry . A  

w e b -b a s e d  v e rs io n  o f  th e  re p o rt is a v a ila b le  

v ia  h t tp : / /w w w . l ib ra ry .c o rn e ll.e d u /p re s e rv a -  
t io n /p u b .h tm  a n d  th e re  is a lso  in fo rm a t io n  

o n  h o w  to  o rd e r  th e  p r in t  v e rs io n .

C D  s t o r a g e  s t a n d a r d
T h e  A m e r ic a n  N a t io n a l S ta n d a rd s  In s t itu te  

(A N S I) has ju s t a p p ro v e d  a s ta n d a rd  o n  th e  
s to ra g e  o f  o p t ic a l d is cs , in c lu d in g  C D  a n d  

C D -R O M , as w e ll as C D -R  and C D -M O . T he  

o f f ic ia l  t i t le  o f  th e  s ta n d a rd  is A N S I/N A P M  
IT 9 .25 -1  9 9 7  (S to rage  —  O p t ic a l D is c  M e ­

d ia ) . It p ro v id e s  re c o m m e n d a t io n  o n  e n v i­

ro n m e n t, p a c k a g in g , la b e ll in g , s h e lv in g , and  

c le a n in g .  A n o th e r  s ta n d a rd , c u r re n t ly  in  

p re p a ra tio n , c o ve rs  h a n d lin g  an d  use o f  o p ­

t ic a l d iscs . In fo rm a tio n  o n  h o w  to  o rd e r  th is  

d o c u m e n t  c a n  be  fo u n d  a t h t tp : / /  

w e b .a n s i.o rg /p u b lic /c a ta lo g /o rd e r .h tm l.

F o r  a l l  t h e  w e b  t o o l s  
( i n c l u d i n g  m o n k e y  w r e n c h e s )
H o tw ire d  has re d e s ig n e d  its W e b m o n k e y  

s ite  a t h t tp : / /g o .h o tw ire d .c o m /w e b m o n k e y / . 

T h e y  say th a t it 's  th e  c o m p re h e n s iv e  re ­
s o u rc e  fo r  w e b  d e v e lo p e rs , w h e th e r  f i r s t ­

t im e  page  b u ild e rs  o r a b ig -s h o t w e b m a s te r . 

It has n e a rly  2 0 0  W e b m o n k e y  tu to r ia ls , re c ­

o m m e n d e d  to o ls  an d  b o o k s , a n d  l in k s  to  

o th e r  d e v e lo p e r  re so u rce s . It 's  w e l l  o rg a n ­

ised  w i th  c a te g o ry  lis t in g s  fo r  w e b  d e s ig n , 
H T M L , d y n a m ic  H T M L , s ty lesheets, g ra p h ics  

a n d  fo n ts , m u lt im e d ia ,  b ro w s e rs , la v a , 

ja v a S c r ip t, P erl, an d  B a cke n d .

A C N  s i t e
It s ta r te d  tw o  yea rs  a g o  (u n d e r a d if fe re n t  

n a m e ) in th e  p re v io u s  fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t, 

a n d  has ju s t e m e rg e d  as 'A u s tra lia 's  C u ltu ra l 

N e tw o rk '.  It's  an in it ia t iv e  o f  the  D e p a rtm e n t 

o f  C o m m u n ic a t io n s  an d  th e  A rts  an d  y o u 'l l  

f in d  it at h t tp : / /w w w .a c n .n e t.a u  an d  fea tu re s  

a w h o le  he a p  o f  in fo rm a t io n  —  lin k s  to  c u l­

tu ra l w e b  sites w ith  a search fa c i l i ty ,  c o l la b o ­

ra t iv e  p ro je c ts  fu n d e d  u n d e r  th e  A C N  

p ro g ra m , and d e v e lo p m e n t gu id e s  and  in fo r ­
m a t io n  o n  c o p y r ig h t ,  m e ta d a ta  a n d  o th e r  

u se fu l to p ic s .

It 's  u n d e rs to o d  th a t th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f 

th is  w e b  s ite  soa ked  up  a g o o d  d e a l o f  th e  
fu n d s  in  th e  p ro g ra m . If th a t 's  th e  case , 

th e y 'v e  been  spe n t w is e ly . It's  an a tt ra c t iv e  

a n d  w e ll-d e s ig n e d  site.

L i b r a r y  p r o m o t i o n
Sue H u t le y  fro m  th e  Q u e e n s la n d  A u d it  O f ­

f ic e  has p o in te d  o u t T h e  L ib ra ry  P ro m o tio n  

s ite  at h t tp : / /w w w .s s d e s ig n .c o m /p r ta lk s h o p / 
It has in fo rm a t io n  o n  a n u m b e r o f  A L A  p ro ­

g ram s, in c lu d in g  h o w  to  s u b s c r ib e  to  th e ir  

P R T a lk  l is t. W ith  A u s tra l ia n  L ib ra ry  W e e k  

'9 8  ju s t a ro u n d  th e  c o rn e r (w ere  those  cheers  

o r g ro a n s  th a t I ju s t heard? ) it m ig h t be th e  

p la c e  to  ge t so m e  g o o d  ideas.

O n g o i n g  p h i l o s o p h y  
e n c y c l o p e d i a
T h e  C h ro n ic le  o f  H ig h e r  E d u c a tio n  re p o rts  

th a t p h ilo s o p h y  p ro fe sso rs  at S ta n fo rd  U n i ­

v e rs ity  are  d e v e lo p in g  The S ta n fo rd  e n c y c lo ­

p e d ia  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  (h t tp : / /p la to .S ta n fo rd , 
edu), w h ic h  is d e s ig n e d  so th a t th e  a u tho rs  o f  

a r t ic le s  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  c o m p e n d iu m  ca n  

u p d a te  th e ir  s u b je c t m a tte r as n e e d e d . T h e  

system  th e n  a u to m a t ic a lly  a le rts  th e  e d ito rs , 

v ia  e -m a il,  th a t n e w  m a te r ia l has a r r iv e d , to  

be re v ie w e d  an d  m a d e  a v a ila b le  to  readers . 

T w e lv e  e d ito rs  a n d  1 2 0  s c h o la rs  th u s  fa r  

h a ve  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  e n c y c lo p e d ia ,  a n d  

th e  p r o je c t 's  le a d e r e x p e c ts  to  h a ve  m o s t 

e n tr ie s  c o m p le te d  w i th in  f iv e  yea rs . (M in d  

y o u , p h ilo s o p h e rs  a re  s t i l l  d e b a t in g  th e  

m e a n in g  o f  'c o m p le te d ' in  th is  c o n te x t) .

E l e c t r o n i c  r e c o r d s  p r o j e c t s
T he  US N a tio n a l H is to r ic a l P u b lic a t io n s  an d  

R e co rd s  C o m m is s io n  has re c o m m e n d e d  

fu n d in g  fo r  f iv e  e le c t ro n ic  re co rd s  p ro je c ts , 

in c lu d in g  a p i lo t  w o rk s h o p  to  be c o n d u c te d  
b y  th e  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  R esearch L ib ra rie s  an d  

th e  C o a lit io n  fo r  N e tw o rk e d  In fo rm a t io n  to  

b r in g  to g e th e r te a m s  o f a rc h iv is ts  an d  in fo r ­

m a t io n  te c h n o lo g is ts  to  e x p lo re  e le c t ro n ic  

re c o rd s  issues, a p ro je c t  to  d e v e lo p  g u id e ­

lines  to  s u p p o rt an d  p ro m o te  lo n g -te rm  p res­

e rv a tio n  o f  an d  acce ss  to  p u b l ic  e le c t ro n ic  
re co rd s  o f  v a lu e  to  s e c o n d a ry  users, in c lu d ­

in g  h is to r ia n s  a n d  o th e r  re se a rch e rs , an d  a 

p ro je c t  to  s tu d y  th e  typ e s  o f  a rc h iv a l e le c ­

t ro n ic  re co rd s  p ro d u c e d  on  th e  c o lle g e  le ve l 

w ith in  a la rg e  u n iv e rs ity .

N e w  i n  A r i a d n e
In the  N o v e m b e r 19 9 7  issue o f A ria d n e  (h ttp :/  

/ w w w .a r ia d n e .a c .u k /is su e 1  2y a p a rt fro m  th e  

usual lis t o f use fu l fea tures, the re  w as a re v ie w  

by Lo rcan  D e m p se y  o f  ‘ N e w  lib ra ry :  the  p e o ­

p le 's  n e tw o rk ! , th e  re p o rt p repa red  by the  L i­

b ra ry  an d  In fo rm a t io n  C o m m is s io n  fo r  th e  

U n ite d  K in g d o m  D e p a rtm e n t o f C u ltu re , M e ­

d ia  and S port (th e re 's  a l in k  to  e le c tro n ic  v e r ­

s ion o f the  re p o rt). It o u tlin e s  in c o n s id e ra b le  

d e ta il th e  p u b lic  l ib ra ry  serv ices re q u ire d  by  

the U n ite d  K in g d o m  in the  fu tu re . W h ile  w is h ­

ing it w e ll,  D e m p se y  notes 'The p u b lic  l ib ra ry  

system tha t de live rs  these services w i l l  have to  

be d e s ig n e d , b u il t  an d  p a id  fo r. If it is to  be 

a c h ie v e d , th is  w i l l  be  a m a jo r  d e v e lo p m e n t 

exe rc ise , in v o lv in g  u n p re c e d e n te d  c o lla b o ra ­

tio n , in v e s tm e n t and p la n n in g '.  ■

. . .  the project o 
Leader e x  pec to to 

have m oot entrieo 
completed w ithin  

fit>e yearo. ( /Mind 
you, philooophero 
are o till debating  

the m eaning of 
‘completed ’ in thio 

con text).

The ALIA  home pages and  

the ALIA w eb service, 

A LIAnet, can be found at the  

fo llow ing URL: 

h ttp ://w w w .a lia .o rg .au /

S A V E  Y O U R S E L F  
T H E  T R O U B L E  O F  

T Y P IN G  T H E S E  
U R L S !

This colum n (w ith  associated 

hyperlinks) is on ALIA net, 

and has the URL o f  

h ttp ://w w w .a lia .o rg .au / 

in c ite /w w w w /

[Please note that full-stops at 

the end o f any URL or e-m ail 

addresses, or underlines, 

appearing in in C ite  should 

N O T  be used]

Contributions and 

suggestions for this colum n  

are always w elcom e. Please 

e-m ail Kerry W e b b  at

kerry.webb@alianet.alia.org.au 

or via the ALIA  N ational 

O ffice , incite@ alia.org.au
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