
N e w  sch o o l fo r  M o n a s h

P rofessor John Rosenberg, the dean 
of the Facu lty  of In fo rm ation  
T echno log y at M onash U n iversity  

met 'in d u s try ' representatives for the 
first tim e recently to explain the merger 
betw een  the D epartm ent of Librarian- 
ship, A rch ive s  and R ecords and an ­
other departm ent, and the creation of a 
n ew  schoo l w ith in  the fa cu lty  —  the 
Sch o o l o f In fo rm ation  M an ag em en t 
and Systems.

The depu ty head of the new  
Sch o o l, Professor D on Sch au d er, ex ­
p la ined  the overlap  of interests. FHe an ­
nounced  that A ssociate  Professor Sue 
M cK em m ish  had received federal fund­
ing to lead a team  to determ ine  
m etadata standards for m anag ing and 
access ing  in form ation  resources in a 
network. N ew  subjects w ere  described, 
inc lud ing  those relating to ch ild ren , lit­
eracy and reading, and publishing e le c ­
tro n ica lly  and in m ultim ed ia.

The  in troduction  of d e liv e ry  of 
courses by d istance education  m oves
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ahead apace , in spite of te le co m m u n i­
cations glitches in the early  stages last 
Ju ly . As all of the S ch o o l's  cu rr icu la  
gradually  becom e ava ilab le  for remote 
access, the d ive rs ity  of student b a ck ­
grounds increases.

Professor Sch au d e r w as cong ra tu ­
lated on his e lection  to the A L IA  Board  
of Education . M uch  interest w as show n 
in his in vo lvem en t in the introduction 
of a new  degree, the Bache lo r of M u l­
tim ed ia , w h ich  began in M a rch . T he  
degree's contents typ ify  the m eld ing of 
in fo rm ative , c rea tive , te ch n ica l and 
m anagem ent e lem ents that pe rvade  
m any of the Sch o o l's  courses. ■

Victorian libraries on the web
T he L ibLink  project w as launched earlier this year in M e lbou rne  by Lorraine 

Elliott, M LA , parliam entary secretary to the prem ier. The launch w as held 
to prom ote the project as a landm ark in inform ation techno log y in lib rar­

ies, outstanding co-operation across sectors and the app lication of innovative tech ­
nology. L ibL ink  is the most functionally-rich  union cata logue ava ilab le  in V ic to ­
ria.

The project is d irectly  in line w ith  the V ic to rian  G o vern m en t's  Arts 21 goals 
and ob jectives, and w as recen tly  aw arded  an A L IA  A w a rd  for Innovation  during 
Austra lian  Library W eek .

L ibLink  is a group of V icto rian  pub lic  libraries w h o  have shared access to each  
m em ber's catalogue using telnet for the past ten years. In O ctober 1997 the Lib link 
consortium  signed an agreem ent to use the G e o W e b  software on a S U N  U ltra  2 
server. G e o W e b  is the latest in G e a c 's  D EO S2  line of Z39.50-based client-server 
app lica tions that provides a gatew ay to access lib rary cata logues via  the Internet.

M em bers of the consortium  are Casey-Card ina L ibrary C orporation , Eastern 
Reg ional Libraries, EHume-Moonee V a lle y  Reg ional L ib rary C orporation , North 
Central G o ld fie lds Library Corporation and R M IT  U n iversity  Libraries. Each library 
can be searched independently, or co lle c tive ly  using the virtual cata logue option. 
Search  results can be e-mailed, saved to file or printed. ■
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