
G old Technology Award

for new knowledge management software

T he D efence  Inform ation Services 
(D IS ) N e tw o rk  has rece ived  a 
G o ld  A w a rd  from  the N a tio na l 

T echno log y  in G overnm ent Com m ittee 
for its innovative  Research Inform ation 
M an ag e r (RIM-r) kn ow led g e  m anag e­
m ent so ftw are . T he  A w a rd  w as p re ­
sented at a ce rem o n y  held at 
Pa rliam ent House, Canberra, in M arch  
this year.

The  aw ards are presented an n u a lly  
to federal, state and local governm ents 
and statutory authorities that have im ­
p roved  the ir p ro d u c tiv ity  and c lien t 
serv ice  using new  software.

The  G o ld  A w ard  w as accep ted  by 
lain B ro w n , assistant d irector, netw ork 
systems on behalf of the D IS  N etw ork .

RIM-r (p ronounced  'rim m er') is an 
In ternet-enab led  kn ow led g e  m anag e ­
m ent app lica tion  deve loped  using the 
Lotus D o m in o  so ftw are . RIM-r c a p ­
tures, stores and indexes both w hat re­
search  w o rk  is done, and how  it is 
done  and makes that know ledge a v a il­

ab le  for access 
and re-use 
th roughout the 
D IS  Netw ork .

Curren tly  at 
version 2.0 and 
dep loyed  in all 
D e fen ce  lib ra r­
ies in the A C T , 
later releases of 
R IM -r w ill be 
ava ilab le  to the 
entire A ustra lia ­
w id e  D IS  N e t­
w ork  to support 
the ir research- 
related w o rk . O th e r areas o f the D e ­
partment have expressed strong interest 
in the product to use in support of their 
key business processes.

The aw ard-w inn ing  p roduct is the 
result of a successful industry partner­
ship betw een  the D efence  Inform ation 
Se rv ice  and an Austra lian  inform ation 
te ch n o lo g y  co m p an y , R andom  C o m ­
puting.

lain Brown, Defence Information Services, 
Sonia Cherdevlch, and Lee Williams, 

Defence Regional Library —  Campbell 
Park; and Terry Hunt, Random Computing 

Pty Ltd after the awards ceremony

RIM-r is designed to read ily  fa c i li­
tate both custom  im plem entations and 
enhancem ents. It has a deta iled  d e v e l­
opm ent program  aim ing  to p rovide an 
all- inclusive  research support en v iro n ­
ment. ■

V A L A
A W A R D

The VALA Award, made 
biennially, is presented to the 
Australian library or information 
centre judged to have made the 
most innovative use of currently 
available information technology 
during the previous two years.

Nominations are now invited for 
the 1998 Award for systems 
installed between January 1996 
and December 1997 inclusive.

All libraries and inform ation 
centres in Australia are eligible for 
nomination by staff, users or other 
interested persons.

Guidelines and nomination forms 
can be obtained from:

The Secretary 
VALA 

PO Box 282 
CROYDON VIC 3136

Nominations close 31 AugustD1998

V IC TO R IA N  
ASSO C IATIO N  FO R  
L IB R A R Y  A U TO M A TIO N , Inc.

VALA TRAVEL SCHOLARSHIPS
CA LL FO R  A PPLICATIONS

Every two years VALA offers up to two Travel Scholarships to 
enable suitable persons to travel overseas to exam ine aspects 
of library autom ation. Candidates proposing to study newer 
technologies o f potential application in Australia but not yet 
seen here are m ost lik e ly  to be su ccess fu l. No fo rm al 
qualifications are required. A lthough candidates should be 
w orking in library or inform ation related areas, they need not 
be em ployed in traditional library environm ents.

The successful candidates will receive up to $12,000 towards 
trav e l, accom m oda tion  and liv ing  exp en ses . S uccessfu l 
candidates m ust com plete the study by O ctober 1999, and 
present a paper at the 10th VALA Biennial National Conference 
in February 2000.

Closing date for applications: 31 A ugust 1998.

A p p lic a tio n  fo rm s  a n d  m ore d e ta ils  are a v a ila b le  f ro m :

The Secretary, VALA, PO Box 282, CROYDON VIC 3136
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