
S n a p s h o t  o f  

c o r p o r a t e  l i b r a r i a n s

L ib ra r y  L o c u m s  s a la ry  s u rv e y  re s u lts  re le a se d

A n e w  re po r t  presents a p r o f i l e  o f  

th e  t y p i c a l  c o r p o r a t e  l i b r a r i a n  

in A us t ra l ia  —  she is th i r t y -n in e ,  

f e m a le  an d  h o ld s  e i th e r  a g r a d u a te  o r  

p o s t  g r a d u a te  le ve l  l i b r a r y  q u a l i f i c a ­

t io n .  She has a p e rm a n e n t  f u l l - t im e  j o b  
a n d  w o r k s  f o r t y - t w o  h o u rs  a w e e k .  

Th e se  are  s o m e  o f  th e  f i n d in g s  o f  th e  
L ib ra ry  a n d  in fo rm a t io n  w o rk  a n d  s a l­

a ry  s u rv e y , w h i c h  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  in 

O c t o b e r  1 9 9 7  b y  L ib ra ry  L o c u m s .

T h e  su rvey  analyses fo u r  ca tegor ies  

o f  staf f in p r iva te  secto r  l ib ra r ies  an d  in ­

f o r m a t io n  d e p a r tm e n ts  —  l ib ra r ia n s - in -  

c h a rg e / in fo rm a t io n  managers, l ib ra r ians, 

l ib ra ry  te c h n ic ia n s  and l ib ra ry  assistants 

—  w o r k i n g  in 2 6 6  o rg a n is a t io n s .  Re­

s p o n d e n ts  w e r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  m e m ­

bers o f  A L IA .  Da ta  f ro m  54 2  in d iv id u a ls  

c o v e rs  an age range  f r o m  n in te e n  to  
s ix ty -seven ,  l ib ra ry  e x p e r ie n c e  b e tw e e n  

0 .8  an d  4 0  years  an d  sa la r ies  f r o m  

$ 1 8  0 0 0  to  $ 8 0  0 0 0  pe r  year.

T h e  su rvey  revea ls  seve ra l  in te res t ­

ing aspects  o f  w o r k  in the  o rgan isa t ions

s a m p le d .  These i n c lu d e :

• the  m a jo r i t y  o f  re spond en ts  w e re  u n ­

d e r  fo r ty ;

•  r e s p o n d e n ts  h a v e  an a v e ra g e  o f  

e le v e n  years l i b ra r y  e x p e r ie n c e ;

• s e v e n ty - fo u r  pe r  c e n t  are  p e rm a n e n t  

f u l l - t im e  e m p lo y e e s  an d  th e  r e m a in ­

ing  tw e n ty - s ix  pe r  c e n t  h o ld  p e r m a ­

ne n t  p a r t - t im e  jo b s ;

• th e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  l i b ra r y  t e c h n ic ia n s  

to  l ib ra r ia n s  is l o w  —  5 .6  l ib ra r ia n s  

r e s p o n d e d  to  th e  s u rv e y  fo r  e v e ry  
t e c h n i c ia n ;

•  e ig h ty  per ce n t  o f  l ib ra r ians  and e igh t  

p e r  c e n t  o f  t e c h n i c ia n s  w h o  re ­

s p o n d e d  ea rn  m o r e  th a n  $ 7 0 0  p e r  

w e e k ;  f i f t y -n in e  pe r  ce n t  o f  l ib ra r ians , 

b u t  n o  l ib ra ry  te c h n ic ia n s ,  ea rn  m o re  

th a n  $ 8 0 0  pe r  w e e k ;

I I S M A G I C "
DB/TextWorks"

I n f o r m a t i o n  M a n a g e m e n t  

S o f t w a r e  
-  i n  y o u r  L i b r a r y  

- o n  t h e  W o r l d  W i d e  W e b .

•  P o w e rfu l S e a rch ing

•  Fast R etrieva l

•  F lex ib le  R e p o rtin g

Use D B /T e x tW o rk s  a n d  a ssoc ia ted  
s o ftw a re  fro m  Triad fo r  f le x ib le  and  
a ffo rd a b le  K n o w le d g e  M a n a g e m e n t.

C o n t a c t  T riad  n o w  fo r  
d e t a i ls  o f  S p e c ia l  O ffe r s  c u r r e n t  

u n til J u n e  3 0 th 1 9 9 8 .
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T h e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ’ 

c o n s o r t i u m  -  a n

i n d e p e n d e n t  A u s t r a l i a n  

c o n s u l t i n g  c o m p a n y  

( • r e a t i n g  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  

f o r  t h e  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y .  

V e r v e  a n d  z e s t  i n

i11formation management? 

For details please contact

I a n  M c C a l l u m

on (02) 6247 4089 or email at

ian.mccallum@alianet .alia.org.au

•  a m o n g  re s p o n d e n ts  at l o w e r  leve ls ,  
fe m a le  l ib ra r ians  are a c tu a l ly  e a rn in g  

m o re  th a n  t h e i r  m a le  c o u n te r p a r t s .  
Th e  m e d ia n  sa la ry  fo r  fe m a le  l ib ra r -  

ia n s / in f o r m a t io n  o f f ic e rs  is $ 3 8  0 0 0  

a g a in s t  $ 3 6  7 0 0  f o r  m e n  in s i m i l a r  

p o s i t io n s ;

•  th e  m e d ia n  s a la ry  fo r  b o th  f e m a le  

and  m a le  re sponden ts  in l ib ra r ia n - in -  
c h a r g e / in f o r m a t io n  m a n a g e r  j o b s  is 

id e n t i c a l  at $ 4 8  0 0 0 ;

•  responses c o n f i r m  a c o n c e n t r a t io n  o f  

m e n  in e x e c u t iv e  leve l  jobs  in p r iva te  

s e c to r  l ib ra r ie s .  W h i l e  w o m e n  are 

m o re  e v e n ly  loca ted  across a ll  levels, 

th e y  a re  o v e r - re p re s e n te d  o n  th e  

lo w e r  rungs  o f  the  l i b ra ry  an d  i n f o r ­

m a t io n  m a n a g e m e n t  la d d e r  a n d  u n ­
d e r - re p re s e n te d  in d e c is io n  m a k in g  

p o s i t io n s .

C o p ie s  o f  th e  re p o r t  a re  a v a i l a b l e  
f r o m  L ib ra ry  L o c u m s .  ■
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