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T he A u s t ra l ia n  G o v e r n m e n t  P u b l i s h in g  S e rv ice  (AGPS), 

e s ta b l i s h e d  as a re su l t  o f  th e  1 9 6 4  E rw in  re p o r t  w i t h  

a c h a r t e r  o f  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  C o m m o n w e a l t h  p r i n t ­

in g  a n d  p u b l i s h i n g ,  is n o  m o r e .  M a n y  o f  its p r i n t i n g  a n d  

p u b l i s h in g  fu n c t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  o u ts o u r c e d .  O th e rs  —  such  

as r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  p u b l i s h i n g  b y  C o m m o n w e a l t h  d e p a r t ­

m e n ta l  a n d  a g e n c y  m a te r ia l  —  h a v e  b e e n  d e v o l v e d  to  i n ­

d i v i d u a l  a g e n c ie s .  T h e  f e w  r e m a i n i n g  f u n c t i o n s  a re  n o w  

w i t h  its su c c e s s o r ,  A u s ln fo ,  a d i v i s i o n  o f  th e  n e w  D e p a r t ­

m e n t  o f  F in a n c e  a n d  A d m in i s t r a t i o n .  S o m e  idea  o f  th e  sca le  

o f  th is  d o w n s i z i n g  c a n  be  g a in e d  f r o m  s ta f f in g  f ig u re s :  c u t  

f r o m  o v e r  3 0 0  to  a p re s e n t  3 5 .  T h e  d r a f t  c h a r te r  o f  th e  n e w  

o r g a n is a t io n  stresses re s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  the  d i s s e m in a t io n  an d  

m a n a g e m e n t  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  i n f o r m a t io n ,  b u t  n o t  p r i n t i n g  

a n d  p u b l i s h in g .

O f  m o s t  i m p o r t a n c e  to  th e  l i b r a r y  p r o fe s s io n  is b i b l i o ­

g r a p h i c  c o n t r o l .  A u s l n f o  b e l i e v e s  th a t ,  o n c e  d e p a r t m e n t s  

a n d  a g e n c ie s  h a d  h e a rd  th a t  A G P S  ha d  d is a p p e a re d ,  t h e y  

a ssu m ed  th a t  a l l  its b ib l i o g r a p h i c  f u n c t io n s  ha d  d is a p p e a re d  

w i t h  it. A u s l n f o  h a v e  c o m m e n c e d  a ser ies o f  v is i ts  to  g o v ­

e r n m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c ie s ,  s t ress ing  th e  n e e d  fo r  

the  p r o v i s io n  o f  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  da ta  a n d  sets o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s  

fo r  d e p o s i t  l ib ra r ie s .

V ia  th e  A u s l n f o  In te rn e t  h o m e  pa ge ,  a m u c h - i m p r o v e d  

d a ta b a s e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n s  is n o w  a v a i l a b l e  at 

h t t p : / / w w w . fe d .g o v . a u /n _ in d e x 1  3 .h tm .  A n  e a r l ie r  v e rs io n  o f  

th is ,  m o u n te d  o u ts id e  th e  d e p a r t m e n t a l  f i r e w a l l ,  w a s  a lm o s t

im p o s s ib le  to  sea rch  s u c c e s s fu l ly  a n d  in f r e q u e n t l y  u p d a te d .  

A  ' s e c u re  t u n n e l '  has b e e n  d u g  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i r e w a l l ,  an d  a 

n e w  W e b p a k  d a taba se  p ro v id e s  e n o r m o u s ly  in c re a se d  f u n c ­

t i o n a l i t y  ( a lb e i t  w i t h  s o m e  r e m a i n i n g  s h o r t c o m in g s ,  o f  

w h i c h  A u s ln f o  a re  a c u te l y  a w a r e  —  a n d  a b o u t  w h i c h  th e y  

w i l l  w e l c o m e  fe e d b a c k ) .  G o v e r n m e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n  b i b l i o ­

g r a p h i c  d a ta  a re  a lso  n o w  s h a re d  w i t h  th e  l i b r a r y  c o m m u ­

n i t y  t h r o u g h  A u s l n f o  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  A B N .

A u s l n f o  s t i l l  i n t e n d s  r e s u m p t io n  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  

f o r t n i g h t l y  l is t,  in  b o th  p r in t  a n d  e l e c t r o n i c  fo r m a ts  ( h o w ­

eve r ,  th is  w a s  a lso  p r o m is e d  n e a r ly  a ye a r  ago  —  it has been  

th r e e  years  s in c e  it last a p p e a re d ) .

A u s l n f o  r e m a in s  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  G O L D  a n d  t h e  C o m ­

m o n w e a l t h  D i r e c t o r y ,  a n d  fo r  th e  l i b r a r y  d e p o s i t  s c h e m e .  

A u s l n f o  s ta f f  a re  w o r k i n g  w i t h  O G I T  a n d  th e  N a t i o n a l  L i ­

b r a r y  o n  th e  n e w  s in g le  e n t r y  p o in t  f o r  th e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  

g o v e r n m e n t  [ h t t p : / / w w w . f e d . g o v . a u / ], A u s ln fo  is a lso  sti l l re ­

s p o n s ib le  fo r  s ta n d a rd s  a n d  th e  S ty le  m a n u a l ; a n e w ,  a lp h a ­

b e t i c a l l y  a r ra n g e d  L it t le  b o o k  o f  s ty le  w a s  l a u n c h e d  re c e n t ly  
a n d  w o r k  is p r o c e e d i n g  o n  e le c t r o n i c  s ty le  g u id e l i n e s ,  b u t  

p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s ix th  e d i t io n  o f  th e  S ty le  m a n u a l  i tse l f  has 

b e e n  p o s tp o n e d .  A G P S  Press has g o n e .

A u s ln fo  g ives  th e  im p r e s s io n  o f  a m u c h - r e d u c e d  o r g a n i ­

s a t io n  w h o s e  l i b r a r y  b u s in e s s ,  o n c e  l a r g e ly  p e r i p h e r a l ,  is 

n o w  o f  p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  in c re a se d  im p o r ta n c e .  W h e t h e r  it has 

t h e  s ta f f in g  re s o u rc e s ,  a n d  t h e  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  c l o u t ,  to  f u l ­

f i l  its c h a n g e d  m is s io n  re m a in s  to  b e  seen. ■
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Fellowships are awarded to recognise a 

members distinguished contribution to the 

theory or practice of library and information 

science. Nominees must have a minimum of 

eight years standing as an Associate or Library 

Technician member, be a minimum of 30 years 

of age, and a personal member of the 

Association. Fellowships may be conferred 

throughout the year. Members should note that 

any recommendation for Fellowships must be 

made in strict confidence.

Nomination forms are available from 

ALIA National Office, PO Box E441,

Kingston ACT 2604 ph 02 6285 1877, 

fax 02 6282 2249 e-mail 

awards@alia.org.au 

URL http://www.alia.org.au/awards.html

TRI M A G I C
S O F T W A R E  P T Y  L T D

[can design and implement the

In m a g i c
solution for your information 

Knowledge

requirements. From building 

Management 

your own database using 

Software

INMAGIC DB/TextWorks,

through to launching your 

final product on the Intranet

trimagic@trimagic.com.au,m i l

or Internet with INMAGIC

DB/Text W ebPttblisher Systems,

Year 2000 Compliant 

GSAS Government Approved

L I B R A R Y  A N D  

I N F O R M A T I O N  W O R K  

S A L A R Y  S U R V E Y 1 9 9 7

Y o u r  c o m p le te  g u id e  t o  s a la r ie s  

a n d  w o r k  in  t h e  p r iv a te  s e c to r.

•  G r a d u a te  t o  S e n io r  jo b s

•  K e y  c r i t ic a l fa c to r s

•  N e w  in d u s t r y  g ro u p s

•  M o r e  a n a ly s is  b y  s e c to rs

T h e  re s u lts  f r o m  5 4 2  e m p lo y e e s  

in  14 In d u s t r y  S e c to rs  in  4  S ta te s , 

i t  is t h e  m o s t  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  

a n d  r e l ia b le  s o u rc e  o f  c o r p o r a te  
s a la ry  in f o r m a t io n  f o r  o u r  

p ro fe s s io n .  P r ic e  $ 8 5 .

O r d e r  y o u r  c o p y  f r o m

p h o n e :  ( 0 2 )  9 2 6 3 - 0 0 6 3  

e m a i l :  l i b j o b s @ l i b j o b s . c o m . a u
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